
Where Angels 
Go to Grow



Where Angels Go to Grow is a sweet story 
with softly colored words and illustrations. 

It tells about the connection between angels, 
coquina shells, and the sea.

Angela Foster, Age 11

This book is great! 
Just read a little and 
you’ll understand the 

angel’s secret. 
Sami Cohen, Age 10

Our son, Bobby, is captivated 
by the angels! A beautiful story 

to be read over and over.
Lisa and Gary Jodat

The magic of the angels and the beauty 
of the coquinas weave together to 

create a truly fantastic story that gave 
me a whole new look at the beach and 

the treasures it holds.
Margaret Summers, Age 12

It makes my heart smile.     
 Dr. Charlotta Langley, 

Pediatrician 

Where Angels Go to Grow is a 
charming story that draws the 

child in from page one.
Cael Reeves, Babysitter It makes you wish you could

 catch one of the angels in person. 
This story feels special.

Gabbi Gray, Age 11I can’t wait to go to the beach 
and look for coquina shells!      

Mason Markey, Age 13

We were all angels on the 
beach when we were small, 
but Mommy, who invented 

coquinas anyways?   
Mei Hui de Velasco, Age 5

I love the whimsical nature
 of the paintings.   

Emerson Lee, Graphic designer

I particularly enjoyed the 
narrative flow; it’s conversational 

and caring.
Kit Rivers, Teacher

The author has heart and 
the soul of a child.

  Kailynn Fulbrite, 
Mother of a special needs child

I’m not going to look for 
shark’s teeth at the beach 
any more; I’m going to look 

for angels’ wings.  
Danielle Adams, Age 10

I loved the story 
and the pictures!

 Shayla Adams, Age 12 

Where Angels Go to Grow 
is a joy! It is my grandchild’s 

favorite bedtime story.
Gram

 It’s a Christmas day 
kind of story,’cuz you 
think Santa›s gonna 

show up too!
 Josh Gray, Age 7 Children, young and old, will welcome this 

story. Given such a visual narrative, with 
artwork so serene, the reader’s imagination 
engages to complete the whole experience. 

The story becomes richly personal to 
each and every reader. 

 Kathryn Turner, Mother of three
It made me think of the stories 

my grandma told me.  
Shannon Faust, Age 8

This little book is a delightful fantasy, 
just filled with joy and hope. It will 

appeal to both children and adults.

 Dr. Bev Mustaine, Grief counselor
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Where Angels 
Go to Grow

We’d love to hear your stories about angels. 
Please feel free to write us at
whereangelsgotogrow@eifrigpublishing.com
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Dedicated to Dedicated to 

the child in all of usthe child in all of us

Your Personalized Book!
CREATOR: Make your own personal audio recording of this book.  Simply 
download the free StorySticker app on your Apple or Android mobile device, 
or visit www.storysticker.com.  Scan the image or enter the 10-letter code 
to begin.  Once you have set up an account and logged in, you can start to 
record yourself reading the story one page at a time. Once you have created 
your own special personalized storytime, you can share it with the recipient 
of your book! 

RECIPIENT:  Just follow the instructions on the app or website to listen to the 
recording created just for you. Enjoy!
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You know about angels, don’t you?
Yes, I thought you might.  

You’re just the nice kind of person who would 
and I’ll bet you’re the bright kind of person 
who wants to know more about them.  
(Of course, no one knows all about angels.)  

You can read lots of books and poems about angels. 
I suspect you’ve read a few.

Some books about angels are huge.  
People have to put them on their coffee tables, 
because they are too big to fit on the bookshelf.

Some of the books are tiny.  
They are the kind friends give to the people they love.

Some of the poems are so long that they go on and on and 
on and on. Some are so short they contain but one letter.  

This is one book about angels. 
But it is not like any other you have ever read.  
It is quite different from the others, because it tells
a secret about them that no one else knows.
This is the secret of where angels go to grow.  
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But first, before you learn the angels’ secret, 
you need to know about their friend and partner,

the coquina (ko keỳ na).  This beautiful little animal 
keeps the angel’s secret safe.

Each coquina is unique, just like you. 
They are small, strong, and sturdy with two hard 
colorful shells that fit together to form a home. 

The colors are grand! And range from pink to yellow 
to purple to blue to orange to white and red. 

Some are patterned with stripes, some are plaid and 
some are a solid color with no pattern at all. 
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When the coquina are ready 
to leave their shells, they 

separate the two halves so 
that the shells may more

 easily flow with the tide and 
land on the white, 

sandy beach.

Cockle shells, buttercups, 
and moon shells 
are also found 

scattered about. 

They live in the beautiful calm waters 
beyond the silver beaches of the Gulf of Mexico.  

Thousands of them live together.   
This group is called a coquina colony.

Other animal shells can be found 
among the coquina.

You often see sand dollars, whelks, 
scallops, and worm shells. 



A special animal you might see, as you 
walk on the beach and look out toward the water, 
is the dolphin.
It is one of the largest animals that lives and plays in the 
waters of the Gulf of Mexico.

Dolphin are gorgeous, intelligent, and happy animals.  
It is always a treat to see them swimming by, rolling 
and splashing as they pass in groups or alone.   
They see everything from the water’s edge, 
and they know many secrets. 

In these crystal blue waters they watch the coquina 
as their shells are discarded and
float to the sandy beaches.

And now, I bet you are asking,
“What do the coquinas and dolphins 
have to do with the angels?” 

That is a very good question! Let’s find out.
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Now, mostly, they are a soft, white color 
and are just the right size and shape for 

getting  new angels where they want to go.  
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When angels first become angels 
they are no bigger than 
the nail on your little finger.  
Some are even a bit smaller.  
Their wings are quite simple, 
not at all like they will be later on, 
after the angels have grown.  



You know that all angels are kind and strong. 
Even our new little angels are very strong.

And they are playful and loving.

They are often with you, although you may not know 
they are near. They help to keep you safe and happy. 

You will want to have angels with you.

There is a need all over the world for angels; 
Seraphim, Cherubim, and Guardian Angels are 

all in great demand. Because of this the new angels 
cannot stay young for very long.  Soon, they must grow.  

To do this they go to the silvery, white beaches along 
the Gulf of Mexico to find the coquina shells. 

It is here that they must leave their new angel wings.  
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In the very early morning they land easily on the 
cool, damp sand. They remove their tiny new angel

wings and lay them on the sand gently.  

The moment these wings touch the sand, 
two amazing things happen!

First, the angels begin to grow.  
Not just a little, but incredibly quickly.  

Within a minute they are full-sized,
flying along the edge of the water.  

Some fly slowly and carefully and very gracefully.
Others go as fast as they can, 
soaring along the water’s edge 

and even plunging into the cool of the Gulf.

Others tumble along the edge of the water, 
splashing and kicking up sand 

as they somersault along the beach. 
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The once soft white wings 
become hard and turn to an 
array of magnificent colors.  

Some are pink, others are yellow 
or purple or blue  

or orange or white 
or even red.  

Meanwhile, the discarded wings are changing, too.  
The moment they were placed on the sand, they 
began to transform in the most fascinating way.
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Some are patterned 
with stripes, some are plaid 

and some are solid with no pattern at all.



They look just like the shell 
of the coquina!  

However, there is one 
important difference. 

I’ll bet you know what it is. 
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The coquina’s shell is always 
found as just one shell,

 not two shells bound together.  
Remember, they were 

separated by the coquina 
so that the shells could more 

easily reach the beach.

The angels’ wings 
are always together. 

They are always found 
among the coquina shells

so that they will not be 
noticed and no one will 

know what they really are.

 If you look very closely, 
you can sometimes 

see where they were once 
attached to the angel.



While walking on the beach, in the early morning,  
if you are lucky enough to find a new angel’s
discarded wings, pick them up very carefully 
and then, look quickly to the water.

If you look fast enough you may see the dolphin 
swimming by and smiling with you.
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For you and I 
are not the only ones 

who know 
the angels’ secret.

29292828




