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environmental consciousness and empower children as they grow in their communities. 
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Today I have a story to tell
A story that I know very well

The story of how we came to be
Told by no other than Jenny the chimpanzee 



She says though it might be hard to believe
But back, way back in history

Humans originated as primates just like her
And you can see in our DNA 

Still till this day
The history of who we once were



Though we don’t swing from vine to vine
And we’re not covered in hair

But take a look at our hands
And take a look at our feet

Though they don’t live inside houses
Or sit inside chairs

Even our eyes
And even our teeth



And from these apes 
We have learned so much 

That in so many ways
They are just like us

Though there was a time humans thought
That only they had the deepest capabilities to feel

But history and science has taught 
That beliefs like that aren’t real



Every species is linked to one another 
Whether it walks, crawls, swims, slithers, or flies 

Whether it buzzes or barks
It’s all a part of the chain of life

And if you were to take away a piece of the chain
Then the world in which we are living 

If important pieces went missing 
Wouldn’t be able to remain



So we must treat this world in a way
In a way in which we know

That this is the only place we have to stay 
This is our only home

So let’s make sure
That we care for each other’s safety 

No matter who you are
Whoever you may be

Whether you are a human or a chimpanzee
Because there isn’t such a big difference in between 



I hope you enjoyed the story I told
But there’s still a story to unfold

The story of our future and who we turn out to be
I look forward to what you will do 

I guess we will see.



Jane Goodall started out in science at a time when it was 

widely believed that having emotions and personalities was 

unique to humans and was what made humans different 

from other animals. It’s crazy to think there was a time 

people didn’t see the personalities and deep emotions of all 

animals, but there was a time when the science community 

believed this.

But Jane Goodall knew first hand— at an early 

age from her dog— that this was not true. 

When Jane Goodall first started studying and 

observing chimpanzees in the jungle, she was 

told to give them all numbers. Instead, she gave 

them names. And she saw the personalities 

and emotional lives in all of them, as well as 

their ability to make tools and other things we 

thought were selectively human abilities.

All the animal world is connected. 

We transmit diseases to each other. 

We rely on the animal kingdom for 

our ecosystem and planet to flourish.

Chimpanzees are a symbol to us 

of our connection to the animal 

world since we share so much of 

the same DNA (about 95-98%) 

and we are more genetically sim-

ilar to chimpanzees than mon-

keys are to gorillas. 



Quotes from Dr. Jane Goodall

 

“You cannot get through a single 
day without having an impact 
on the world around you. What 
you do makes a difference, and 
you have to decide what kind of 
difference you want to make.” 

“If we kill off the wild, 
then we are killing a 
part of our souls.” 

“The greatest danger 
to our future is apathy.”

“The least I can do is 
speak out for those 
who cannot speak 
for themselves.”

“There is a powerful force 
unleashed when young 
people resolve to make a 
change.”

“Here we are, arguably the most intelligent 
being that’s ever walked planet Earth, with 
this extraordinary brain, yet we’re destroying 
the only home we have.” 

“We could change the world tomorrow if 
all the millions of people around the world 
acted the way they believe.”

“I think empathy is really important, 
and I think only when our clever brain 
and our human heart work together 
in harmony can we achieve our full 
potential.”

“It’s been proven by quite a few studies 
that plants are good for our psychological 
development. If you green an area, the 
rate of crime goes down. Torture victims 
begin to recover when they spend time 
outside in a garden with flowers. So we 
need them, in some deep psychological 
sense, which I don’t suppose anybody re-
ally understands yet.”

“The indigenous people around 
the world before they made a 
major decision used to ask them-
selves: how does this decision af-
fect our people seven generations 
ahead?”
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These books have companion stuffed toys of their main characters and are attached to 
an educational campaign called Bears for Cares. The project is connected to the Jane 
Goodall Institute’s youth program Roots & Shoots and delivers a powerful message to 
foster awareness and change in young people.

Lotus wrote More Beautiful Than Heaven to raise awareness about the beauty of nature and 
the Earth, the endangered state of wildlife and our environment, and ultimately inspire children 
to care for and protect the planet and our fellow inhabitants.  She then wrote Billie the Octopus 
to educate kids about the beauty and importance of the ocean and protecting fish and marine 
life. A Thanksgiving for the Turkeys presents a new way of thinking about food choices 
and Thanksgiving through a turkey’s eyes, and Jenny the Chimpanzee reminds us 

of how interconnected and similar we are to our fellow animals friends. 

The books have stuffed animals that are characters in the books that can 
be found at the Bears for Cares website: “Beary” (the polar bear in More 
Beautiful Than Heaven), “Billie” the octopus, “Jenny” the chimpanzee, 
and “Milo” the turkey, which all support the Roots & Shoots program.

In 2016, author Lotus Kay and her sister Jazmin received 
a grant from Jane Goodall’s youth education program 
Roots & Shoots for their idea called Bears for Cares. The 
goal of their project was to help children around the world 
understand the state of wildlife and endangered species 
by gifting stuffed animals and educational children’s 
books. The sisters teamed up with environmentally-
friendly company, Hugg-a-Planet, to make the stuffed 
animals, which are also available with a stuffed Earth to 
educate kids about the planet.  

Founded in 1991 by legendary primatologist Dr. 
Jane Goodall, Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots is a 
youth service program for young people of all ages. 
Roots & Shoots’ mission is to foster respect and 
compassion for all living things, to promote under-

standing of all cultures and beliefs, and to inspire each individual to take action 
to make the world a better place for people, other animals, and the environment.

“By protecting chimpanzees and inspiring people to conserve the natural world we 
all share, we improve the lives of people, animals and the environment. Everything is 

connected—everyone can make a difference.”  The  Jane Goodall Institute

The Jane Goodall Institute promotes understanding and protection of great apes 
and their habitat and builds on the legacy of Dr. Jane Goodall to inspire individual 
action by young people of all ages to help animals, other people and to protect 
the world we all share.  For more information on Dr. Jane Goodall’s work and to 
find out how you can get involved and make a difference, visit the Jane Goodall 
Institute at www.janegoodall.org.  

For more information on the Bears for Cares campaign or to 
purchase the stuffed toys that accompany this book, visit:
www.bearsforcares.com.
These books are printed in the USA on recycled, acid-free paper. 
A portion of the proceeds from all books and toys will be donated 
to the Jane Goodall Institute and its Roots & Shoots program.



About Bears for Cares:

On Endangered Species Day, Lotus Kay and her sister Jazmin teamed up with 

Hugg-A-Planet to launch the new Bears for Cares foundling collection of 

stuffed animals to raise awareness for their generation on the state of wildlife 

and endangered species worldwide. Bears for Cares donates a portion of its 

proceeds to the Jane Goodall Institute and her Roots & Shoots program, while 

also being a sweet and meaningful gift made out of eco-friendly materials. 

For more information, visit www.bearsforcares.com.

About the Author: Lotus Kay
Lotus Kay is a teen writer. Her writings have been published in various publi-
cations such as Thrive Global, Vegan Health & Fitness Magazine, New Leaves, 
Light of Consciousness, and Voya: Voice of Youth Advocates. She is a recipient 
of a grant from Jane Goodall’s Roots and Shoots program for her work creating 
an educational campaign called Bears for Cares to educate youth about endan-
gered species and wildlife. She is the author of More Beautiful Than Heaven, 
Billie the Octopus, A Thanksgiving for the Turkeys, and Jenny the Chimpanzee, 
all in collaboration with Bears for Cares, to educate kids on the importance and 
beauty of nature, and motivate them to help protect the Earth.

About the Artist: Chey Diehl
Chey Diehl is an illustrator who started drawing by copying pictures of anime 
in kindergarten. For a long time anime heavily influenced her style until she 
was able to attend her dream school, Savannah College of Art and Design, 
and develop her own style. She graduated Summa Cum Laude  in June 2016 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Illustration. Currently, Chey is an active mem-
ber of the Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators. 
Check out www.CheyDiehl.com for her portfolio.
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                   Learn about the 
        history and origins of  
                     humanity’s evolution, 
explained simply by a chimpanzee 
named Jenny. And be reminded of how 
interconnected humans are 
with all other wildlife 
on this planet.
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