




“The day you teach the child the name of the bird, 
 the child will never see that bird again.” 
          ~Jiddu Krishnamurti

Lemont     Berlin



Hey, look at that tree!

What is a tree?

Everybody knows 
what a tree is! 

Well, obviously not 
everybody.



Well, I know  
that trees make  
fruits and nuts  
and ooze 
maple syrup. 

And books, 
paper, and 
puzzles are 
all made 
from trees

...but did you know trees  
are used to make pencils, 

medicine, and 
catapults?

Everybody knows 
  that... 

  And toothpicks!

So, trees are…
useful? 



And fun!          My dad 
     made me a 
     tree swing 
   and it goes   
      round 
 and round,
      and 
  round...

And I won a tree 
climbing contest once!   
I’ll probably go to the 
tree Olympics.

and 
round...

     Yeah, our 
treehouse is my     
   favorite place in 
        the world...because it’s too high 
     for my brother!

Uh…I don’t think trees 
have Olympics.



Trees are also 
scientifically 

   amazing.  

Did you know there  
are trillions of trees on  
our planet that clean the 
    air and give us oxygen?   

I’ve heard that trees can actually 
talk to each other through 
fungi on their roots!

Like mushroom 
cell phones they       
answer with   
their feet?  

Whoa. 
That IS 
amazing. 



So a tree is useful, 
fun, and 

scientifically 
amazing?

  

Duh. 
Even a baby 
knows that!

I’m not sure
that’s

EVERYTHING
a tree is.

I’m sure  
I’m not 
sure.

Oooo! Yumbles!

Something called 
a ‘tree’.

What’s everyone 
talking about?



 
I remember our first 

bosky down by the beck.

You could see  
the whole welkin 
from that bosky!

This is the best scratch-backer 
in the whole forest. 

I’ve never lived so
high in a bosky     

before!



There are so 

many mountains 

and canyons on 

this planet.

I wonder 

if other 

forms of life 

are here…

Certainly 

nothing 

smarter

than US!



I love 
how 

a tree 
feels!

Yeah, this
part’s bumpy...

And this   
branch 

is prickly!

Listen! 
You can hear its leaves    

  blowing  
  in the 
  breeze.

I can 
taste 

it! 
It

tastes
like… 

 

Bark?
No! 

       Popsicle 
sticks!

 

I like the 
smell 
of trees.

I’m picking up 
hints of 

vanilla with 
notes of 

cinnamon!



I love seeing their colors 
in fall and the way 

they sway in the wind.

And they can be HUGE! 
   This tree is bigger than my house! 

I like how I feel when  
I’m surrounded by trees.

They’re like friends… 
really quiet friends…

that can’t move.

So, trees are 
what we touch, 

hear, taste, 
smell, see and feel?

  AND useful, fun, 
and scientifically   

amazing!

Sheesh! I think  
trees are more than 

we thought!    

   Hmm…





I wonder  
if they feel 
shy 
when their 
flowers 
fall off.

I wonder if trees 
get in tickle fights 
when it’s windy.

 

I wonder
 if the 

tall ones   
 are afraid 
  of 

heights.
I wonder if they 
 speak different 
     languages.



   

Do trees know 
it’s day or 

just feel the 
warm sun?

 Is night just a shiver 
of cold?

 

Can they feel the 
thunder 

in their branches 
and roots?

Is it tricky to drink through 
your toes?
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So, let me get this straight.

Trees are... 

useful, 

fun, 

and 
scientifically 

amazing.

Full of yumbles,    
boskies,

scratch-backers,
and planets.

That we can 
touch,  

hear,  
taste, 

smell, 
see,  

and  
feel,

It’s obvious!

 but also have 
their own 

indescribable experience? Yep.



       Sooo…
  what is a tree?

I seriously don’t 
know anymore.

I guess nobody
knows what 
a tree is.

 Hey, look at that bird!  





AUTHORS’ NOTE 

This is a book about wonder and about questioning what we think we know. 

By the time we become adults, we think we know quite a lot. Facts and theories all 
prop up our idea of the world and how it should work, but do we really know, or are 
we just trying to make ourselves feel secure? In Everybody Knows What a Tree Is, 
children talk their way through what they think they know — the uses for trees, 
the fun to be had, and the amazing scientific facts about them. But in contrast, 
the animals have a different language and experience for talking about trees! 
Over time, the children begin to question their knowledge and they look to their 
senses. But when this, too, breaks down, they are ultimately led to wonder what 
the experience of a tree is for itself, a truly magical question. 

Knowledge is important for many reasons: for understanding and solving problems, 
for building new concepts and creations, and for describing how our world works. 
But wonder allows us to interact with the world as it actually is — before the  
labels, definitions, and rules get laid on top. Ultimately, the book asks us to be 
comfortable with NOT knowing. It invites us to remember that life is ultimately  
a mystery and that not having an answer is an answer itself. 
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“Look at that tree!”
“What IS a tree?”

“Everybody knows what a tree is!”
“Well, obviously not everybody…”

When four kids try to describe everything 
they think they know about trees, they 

quickly run out of facts, labels and opinions, 
but when they bring a little curiosity to 

the conversation a whole new view of trees 
arises. Everybody Knows What a Tree Is is 
a book about seeing the world from both a 

place of knowledge and of wonder. 


