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Speaker Cabling Guide
Understanding and utilizing your speaker cabling.

What to expect

Identifying common speaker terminals

Your equipment

In the above scenario, the black speaker wire connects to the black terminal, the red wire connects 
to the red terminal. Sometimes there are variations in colours, ie black may be substituted for white on 
your equipment, ensure the wires are connected to the corresponding coloured terminals on both ends.

Inside your roof

Stripping back the cables

Upon moving into your new home, any locations that have been marked as “Speaker Source” 
on your plans will have the following plate with a loom of yellow cable poking through. 
This loom is usually taped up, and the wires are not exposed.

This guide will help you understand how we have pre-wired speaker cabling in your new
home. If you intend to install speakers yourself, there are things you need to know if you
have not done it before. Please be aware this will require some effort on your behalf,
including potentially accessing your roof space, cutting into the roof to fit speakers, 
stripping back wire etc. Our home theatre department is equipped to do this for you, if you 
want to get a quote for the work or any additional equipment.

The yellow jacket is an outer sheath which contains the four wires that are to be connected 
to your SOURCE equipment, like an amplifier. The cabling does not have connectors or 
plugs on the end, it is bare wire. If you are connecting and installing new equipment you 
just purchased, you may have been supplied with some extra cable and connectors from 
the box, in some cases you won’t need it. Most scenarios with an amplifier and external 
speakers are a very straight forward connection process.
The speaker wires are coloured as follows:

Black/Gold & Red/Gold - Right Speaker

Red & Black - Left Speaker

A section of the inner copper wire needs to be exposed to connect 
the cable to the terminals on the back of your amplifier. Use wire 
cutters to strip back the outer sheath, making sure not to cut through 
the entire cable.

It is important you are familiar with the equipment you own or have purchased to be able to install 
and connect it properly. The location of terminals and configuration of wiring will be different across 
types of equipment. The following is an example of the back of an amplifier that we might use in a 
job. You can see how many types of connections there are, each with their own function. The left & right 
speaker terminals for an external zone (eg outside) have been circled in the below image, you can 
see they are not next to each other. Again this will vary depending on the equipment.

In the roof space there will be a further 2 looms of cable at 
locations marked on your plans (using the yellow ‘S’ symbol.) 
You need to cut back the cable sheath and expose the wire 
pairs at these locations, after the ceiling has been cut to size 
for the speakers.

Be aware that you should NOT cut through the entire length 
of cable at the first speaker location, only through the wire pair 
that corresponds to that speaker, otherwise you will cut the run 
of cable which flows on to the opposing speaker (or vice versa.)
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Cable is clamped down
into hole by spring tab.
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Cable is clamped down
by screw top nut to
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Integra DTR 40.2 model ampli�er.


