
boomers are big on entertainment, 
security, safety, convenience and staying 
connected with family and friends,” Mr 
King said. “Not surprisingly, in the last four 
years, smart TV ownership has jumped 
over 200 per cent and Netflix subscriptions 
went up 31 per cent in the last year for this 
age group.” 

App-controlled music streaming, energy 
monitoring and smart wiring are also 
complementing voice command smart 
speakers and other home automation 
systems such as C-Bus lighting control.

“It’s also becoming commonplace for the 
grey nomads to jump into their caravans 
and head up north for winter or overseas 
for a luxury cruise,” Mr King said. “At the 
same time, they wish to be safe in the 
knowledge their home is looking after 
itself and they are staying connected 
via social media or messaging with their 
families.” 

Many of the smarthome systems his 
company installs feature remote access, 
allowing homeowners to log in via using 
their smartphone or tablet to view CCTV 
footage, let family or cleaners in via IP 
intercom, or check the security system 
status. 

Home automation can also take care of 
lights, reticulation and other systems. This 
offers peace of mind both at home or 
away, where security concerns are top of 
mind for many boomers.

The latest emerging smarthome trends 
being adopted are digital health devices, 
wellness and assisted living technology. 
This will drive the next phase of the global 
digital disruption and offer an improved 
level of independence, dignity and quality 
of life.
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Millennials may be recognised 
as early adopters of 
technology, but in fact, a new 
report suggests baby boomers 
are also open to the digital age 
and new smart technologies. 
The recent survey by Ernst & Young (EY) 
supports emerging trends that have 
seen the digital engagement of the baby 
boomer generation grow in a variety of 
areas including smartphones, tablets, 
social media, entertainment, healthcare 
and smarthome technology.

Boomers are a significant part of the 
population. According to the last ABS 
Census, over five million Australians are 
now aged between 55 and 74, with this 
figure expected to grow significantly in 
coming years.

Often seen as traditionalists, they are 
stereotypically frugal. Despite this thrifty 
approach, boomers are breaking with 
convention and spending up to ensure a 
more enjoyable, fuller and longer life, with 

technology being embraced 
as a part of this outlay.

An important 
catalyst is the 
residential home 
downsize, where 
cash is being 
splashed on a 
reinvigorating 

notion of ‘out 
with the old and 
in with the new’ 

for smaller 
quality 

homes 

with premium fit-outs.

In a proactive move identifying this 
quantum generational shift, Rietveld 
Architects partnered with award-winning 
Zorzi Builders to produce a series of 
bespoke concept small lot designs that 
incorporate key elements being identified 
by this ever-growing demographic. 

Zorzi Builders Director David Reynolds, 
who has been with company for more 
than 22 years, spoke of the pleasure of 
repeat business from the same families 
through life’s journey. 

“From building their first luxury home 
that their family would grow into to then 
building homes for their children and 
their families, we are now building the 
next generation of homes for these same 
families, a new wave of  downsizers,” he 
said.

“Perth is unlike other major city centres 
such as Sydney, London, or New 
York where apartment living is very 
well established and there are a lot 
of amenities at the doorstep of most 
apartment complexes. 

“In addition, many of our clients struggle 
with the idea of moving from the area they 
have spent most of their family life.” 

Mr Reynolds also sees some surprising 
design trends where simple, elegant, 
muted and timeless is the brief, as 
opposed to lavish and luxurious. That 
brief also includes downsizers embracing 
smarthome technology from energy 
management systems to solar power and 
battery solutions, through to reticulated 
online audio-visual streaming and 
sophisticated home security and intercom 
systems.

Daniel King from technology company 
Intelligent Home agrees. He said 
smarthome technologies available today 
offered a broad range of benefits to 
homeowners. 

“With more time on their hands, baby 

CONTACT Zorzi Builders 
9382 4880, www.zorzi.com.au
Rietveld Architects 
www.rietveldarchitects.com.au
Intelligent Home 
6363 8744, www.intelligenthome.com.au
Clipsal by Schneider Electric 
www.clipsal.com

Boom time for 
home technology

Boomers are breaking with 
convention and spending up to 
ensure a more enjoyable, fuller 
and longer life, with technology 
being embraced as a part of this.
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Main picture and below: Small lot designs by Rietveld Architects/Zorzi Builders.


