
"Tell me about a complicated man, MUSE, tell me how he
wandered and was lost when he had wrecked the holy
town of Troy." (Homer, Odyssey. Trans. Wilson)

"O MUSES, O high genius, aid me now!" (Dante, Inferno.
Trans. Esolen)

"O for a MUSE of fire, that would ascend
The brightest heaven of invention." (Shakespeare, Henry V).

Invocations of the Muses by epic poets and playwrights
seeking divine inspiration and creativity have been de
rigueur for at least 2700 years, beginning with Homer and
his late 8th or early 7th century BCE Greek contemporary,
Hesiod. In his Theogony, which lays out the origins and
nature of the Greek gods and which became a canonical
source for most Greeks and Romans (as well as for
subsequent generations of writers, artists, and musicians),
Hesiod provides a detailed description of the Muses,
whom he identifies as the nine daughters of Zeus, king of
the gods, and Mnemosyne, the goddess of Memory. This
genealogy makes perfect sense, as a major consideration
of creators both ancient and modern is that their works
survive - and continue to inspire - well beyond their
authors' lifetimes. If some of the Ancient Wine Guys' events
and wine clubs over the past few years (Wines of the
Odyssey, Wines of Dante's Inferno, and Wines of Hesiod's
Theogony) are any indication, the Muses have succeeded
pretty well in helping their invokers achieve the goal of
being commemorated centuries after their own time!

We're definitely feeling inspired and excited about this
month's club topic and about the three incredible wines
we've selected for you. Join us as we journey back to
Greece, one of our very favorite wine-growing regions, and
take a closer look at some stories of the Muses, Daughters
of Memory, and the lands that shaped them!
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Despite having some of history's deepest
cultural and geographical ties to the genesis of
wine in the West, Greece's wines and
winemakers have had an arguably rocky
journey to their present and modern state.
Although the myths of Dionysus and his vines
inspired generations of winemakers after the
Greeks, including Romans and Byzantines,
there have been numerous dark ages
throughout Greece's vinous history. Control by
the alcohol-prohibitive Ottoman Empire
delayed the development of the wine industry
in Greece for centuries, and it wasn't until the
mid-20th century that Greek wine began to be
widely encountered internationally. However,
this often came in the form of the (in)famous
pine-resinous Retsina, a wine produced with
the sap of the Aleppo pine tree and best known
for its low-quality versions that became many
drinkers' first and last experience with Greek
wine. Fortunately, even this resinous reputation
couldn't stop the march of Greek wine's
progress, and the 90's and 2000's saw a
renaissance take place in the country's
vineyards and cellars. International varieties
were grubbed up, cellars were cleaned, new
equipment was purchased, and valuable
winemaking education was acquired by a new
generation of winemaker that is now leading
the wines of Greece into a new, exciting golden
age of quality - though never without a careful
eye to the myths and histories of the past.

THE PAST, PRESENT, AND
FUTURE OF GREEK WINES



According to Hesiod, the Muses were born in Pieria, a region in the
shadows of Mt. Olympus in northern Greece named for King Pierus
of Macedonia after Zeus lay with their mother Mnemosyne for nine
consecutive nights. Along with their home on Mt. Olympus, the
Muses also presided over Mt. Helicon in Boeotia (in central Greece),
hence their frequent moniker, the "Heliconian Muses." The names
of the canonical nine Muses are given by Hesiod as Calliope,
Euterpe, Erato, Urania, Melpomene, Terpsichore, Polyhymnia
(sometimes spelled Polymnia), Clio, and Thalia.

With a name meaning "beautiful voice," CALLIOPE was - according
to both Hesiod and the Roman poet Ovid - the chief of all the
Muses, presiding over epic poetry, the genre of Homer's Iliad and
Odyssey and of Vergil's Aeneid. Calliope was also the mother of
mythology's greatest musician, Orpheus, whom Apollo presented
with a lyre and whom the Muses taught to sing. After Orpheus'
tragic death at the hands of an enraged band of Ciconian women,
his mother found his famed golden lyre and took it the heavens,
where it became the constellation Lyra. (For more on Orpheus, see
Ancient Wines Club #16: Wines of Orpheus, Musician of the Gods!). 

Horace, greatest of the Roman lyric poets, invokes EUTERPE in the
first of his Odes, his magnum opus, asking the Muse not to
withhold her flutes. Euterpe, the Muse of music and lyric poetry, is
often depicted holding a double-flute (aulos), which she may have
invented. Some ancient sources, including the Greek poet Pindar,
identify Euterpe as the mother of Rhesus, a Thracian king in
Homer's Iliad. According to a prophecy, if Rhesus' famous white
horses drank from the river Scamander, Troy would never fall. In a
nighttime raid, though, the Greek heroes Odysseus and Diomedes
killed Rhesus and drove off his horses, who had not yet drunk from
the river. We all of course know what ultimately befell Troy.

ERATO's name means "lovely" or "beloved" and comes from the

same root as Eros, the mischievous son of Aphrodite, goddess of

love. Erato was the Muse of lyric poetry, a genre of verse that was

often sung to the accompaniment of (no surprise!) the lyre and

usually represented the personal feelings and emotions of the

poet. The 6th century BCE poetess Sappho and her contemporary

Alcaeus first perfected the genre in Greek, while lyric poetry in

Latin reached its apotheosis in Horace's Odes. Elegies and

sonnets, like those of Shakespeare, are also forms of lyric poetry.
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WINE #1
2020 DOMAINE ZAFEIRAKIS

'MICROCOSMOS" MALAGOUSIA

THESSALY, GREECE
In Tirnavos, a town located in the
shadow of mythic Mount Olympus,
Christos Zafeirakis organically farms a
single vineyard called "The Old Mill" to
produce this crisp white wine made
from 100% Malagousia grapes. Much
like the epic poetry inspired by the
muse Calliope, "Microcosmos" has a
well-defined beginning, middle, and
end. It leads off with aromas of white
flowers, sliced golden apples, and
candied lemon before a plot twist
reveals a thrilling palate of textured-
yet-electric green fruits and wet stone.
The long, satisfying finish completes
the story and confirms this wine not
just as something for immediate
enjoyment (perhaps with a spread of
fresh Greek mezes), but also as a solid
cellar contender. 

According to Ovid’s Metamorphoses,
Minerva (Athena) once traveled to the
slopes of Mount Helicon in Boeotia,
Greece to find inspiration in the
beautiful waters of the Hippocrene
(literally, "Horse’s Spring”) and to
listen to the mellifluous melodies of
the Nine Muses. The Hippocrene got
its equine-sounding name because it
sprung forth where the winged horse
Pegasus struck the ground with his
hoof. This depiction of the scene is
from the 17th century Flemish
landscape painter Joos de Momper.

THE HORSE'S SPRING



SAPPHO, "THE TENTH MUSE"
This fresco, found at Pompeii and dating
to around 50 CE, depicts a pensive woman
with stylus and wax tablet - seemingly
consulting the Muses and seeking
inspiration for what she's about to write.
The painting has often been thought -
although probably erroneously - to depict
the lyric poetess Sappho of Lesbos, one of
the greatest literary figures of antiquity.
Because she was so influential and
inspiring to later generations of poets,
Plato referred to Sappho as "The Tenth
Muse.”

URANIA was the Muse of astronomy. The 1st century BCE Greek
historian Diodorus Siculus says she got her name, which means
"the heavens" in Greek, because people are inspired by
imagination and the power of thought to look to the skies.
Urania was the mother of Linus, a musician so great he aroused
the jealousy of Apollo and was killed by the god. According to
the 2nd century CE Greek geographer and travel writer
Pausanias, there was a portrait of Linus in a grotto on the
approach to Mt. Helicon, and heroic sacrifices were made to him
every year before they were made even to the Muses
themselves. Linus was so inspiring to the Greeks that he
appeared on the shield of Achilles in Homer's Iliad and was
even featured in a poem by Sappho, the so-called "Tenth Muse."

MELPOMENE was the Muse of tragedy, with a name meaning
"to celebrate with song and dance." She was usually depicted
with a tragic mask, unsurprising given her association with
tragedy, and was often shown alongside Dionysus, god of the
theater as well as of wine. Melpomene is sometimes mentioned
in ancient sources as a mother of some of the Sirens, but not
much else is known about her.

Source of the lovely kinetic English word "terpsichorean" (having
to do with dancing"), the Muse TERPSICHORE was, fittingly, the
Muse of dancing, with additional associations with flute-playing
and lyric poetry. She was famous for leading the dances at the
wedding of Orpheus and Eurydice.

The Muse "of many hymns" (or "of many praises") POLYHYMNIA
(POLYMNIA) sponsored sacred poetry, hymns, and dance. Her
name, according to Diodorus Siculus, derives from the fact that
she brought honor to writers whose works won them immortal
fame. Polyhymnia was a rather serious muse, often depicted as
thoughtful, pious, and covered by a veil. The Medieval Scholia
on Hesiod say that Polyhymia was the mother of Triptolemus,
the first priest of Demeter, goddess of agriculture (for more on
Demeter, see Ancient Wines Club #18: The Goddess and the
Grape!). The Scholia call Polyhymnia the mother of Orpheus, a
claim also made by Calliope and others. She was sometimes
also called the patron goddess of geometry, maybe because in
his Dionysiaca, Nonnos says that at the wedding of Cadmus and
Harmonia, Polyhymnia moved her hands through the air to
sketch out an image of what meaningful silence would look like. 
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WINE #2
2019 MAGOUTES VINEYARD

MOSCHOMAVRO, PGI SIATISTA
This unique red comes from from the
homeland of the famed King Pierus, in
northern Greece's Macedonia. Unlike its
historical and mythological inhabitants,
the PGI Siatista appellation has only been
around since 1993. Siatista's grapes must
be grown at an elevation of 600m and
above, and the mountainous, high-
elevation terrain reflects its character in
the resulting wines. This alluring, dry red
made from 100% Moschomavro grapes is
produced by one of only two wineries in
Siatista, and we're thrilled to feature it in
this club. Somewhat akin to an Italian
Nebbiolo, the Moschomavro grape shows
a deeply structured character, with robust
tannins yet light color, and a haunting
panoply of ripe cherry, Campari, white
pepper, and wet stones. A must-try for
any lovers of the old-world style of wines.



CLIO, whose name means "to make famous," was the Muse of
history. She was also the mother of Hyacinthus, who was so famed
for his youthful beauty that he attracted the attention of Apollo. In
some versions of the myth, Hyancinthus' father was King Pierus of
Pieria. Unfortunately, Hyancinthus was tragically killed when
during a friendly sporting competition, Apollo's discus struck him
in the forehead. In a modern context, Clio has given her name to
cliometrics and cliodynamics, the application of economic theory
and quantifiable data and models to the study of history. 

THALIA, whose name means "flourishing," was the Muse of
comedy and idyllic bucolic poetry. She was usually depicted with
an ivy crown, shepherd's staff, and comic mask. After Apollo
consorted with her, she gave birth to the Korybantes, a troupe of
armed, crested dancers who worshipped the Near Eastern "Great
Mother" goddess (and likely subject of a future club!), Cybele.

While Hesiod's Theogony gives us the canonical list of nine
Muses, this was not only the only tradition current in the ancient
world. As with so much of Greek and Roman mythology, myriad
local versions of the Muses were celebrated and circulated (a big
part of what makes mythology so much fun!), The most
important of these was a three-Muse tradition, featured
particularly in Boeotia, the site - you'll remember - of Mt. Helicon
itself, as well as in Delphi and in Sicyon, a region across the Gulf
of Corinth in the Peloponnese.  

The authority of the three-Muse tradition was strongly buttressed  
by a number of ancient sources, most notably the famous 1st
century BCE Roman antiquarian and polymath Marcus Terentius
Varro. According to Varro, the three Muses were Melete, Mneme,
and Aoide. MELETE was the Muse of pondering and meditation,
MNEME the Muse of memory, and AOIDE the Muse of song and
voice. Pausanias also acknowledges that there were originally just
these three Muses, but that King Pierus of Macedonia increased
the number to nine and changed their names.  

Whether you prefer to put their number at nine or three, we hope
you are inspired by the Muses and by some of the stories about
about them we've shared here! Smell and taste are said to be the
senses most closely associated with memory, so what better way
to celebrate and commemorate the Daughters of Memory than
with these three unforgettable bottles of Greek wine! 

WINE #3
2019 DOMAINE TATSIS LIMNIO

PGI MACEDONIA, GREECE
Mentioned by Hesiod and other Greek
writers such as Aristotle and Homer,
Limnio is one of the most hallowed
varieties in the ancient Greek world. Yet,
its cultivation is scarce in modern times
and only a few hundred hectares of it
remain in cultivation. Coming from a
family with a century-long legacy of
winemaking, Periklis Tatsis seeks to
revive this ancient variety through the
utilization of organic and biodynamic
farming principles along with elevage in
neutral oak barrels. The result is at once
an elegant yet rustic wine with notes of
pomegranate, blueberry, and the dark
loamy soils of a forest floor. Make sure
to let it breathe, then pair with grilled
sausages or a rich, red sauce pasta.
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The ancient Greek term mouseion
(μουσεῖον), from which we derive
museum, referred to any place
dedicated to the Muses, usually with
the purpose of bringing philosophers,
poets, and other intellectuals together
for contemplation and inspiration. The
most famous mouseion of the ancient
world was established in Alexandria,
Egypt, by the Ptolemies, and included
the legendary library. While their
function differs markedly from that of
their ancient counterparts, modern
museums, like the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York City (whose
ancient sculpture wing is depicted
here) continue to channel the Muses in
their ability to inspire awe and wonder.

HOUSES OF THE MUSES


