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Textile designer Mili Suleman’s colorful assortment of 
fabrics, shown opposite, can be purchased directly 
through her brand, Kufri Life. This charming vignette 
in Suleman’s Richardson studio includes Tribal, a 
handwoven, ikat-dyed textile in black and natural.
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STyLe, Mixing boLd paTTeRnS and TRadiTionaL 
TechniqueS To vibRanT effecT. 
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i
t’s been said that there’s an invisible thread 
that connects us all. for textile designer Mili 
Suleman, it’s her collection of handwoven 
and hand-printed fabrics that intertwine her 
indian heritage and a deep connection to a 

family living an ocean apart. 
Residing in dallas for 17 years, Mumbai-born 

Suleman has crafted a vision that not only 
bridges the eight-thousand-mile divide to  
her mother in oman—who travels with the 
miltifaceted designer on explorative trips and 
assists her with negotiations—but strengthens 
the link to her indian roots with her handmade 
designs. “on a trip to india, i saw these amazing 
heritage processes like weaving, block printing 
and ikat dyeing, and i fell in love,” Suleman says. 
“My mother’s passion is quilting, so i knew she 
would enjoy exploring these textile processes 
as much as i do.” 

Two years in the making, Kufri Life, named 
after a picturesque summer getaway in the 
himalayan mountain range, captures a 
kaleidoscope of cultures and colors. all of the 
weaving and dyeing is done in india, yet Suleman 
creates many of the patterns here in the u.S.—
conceiving fresh riffs on timeless designs. “My 
work is a culture clash—a happy, eclectic mix of 
everything that i love,” Suleman says. “i design 
fabrics that are globally inspired and a blend of 
traditional textile techniques with simple patterns 
that fit into everyday living.” Think rich palettes, 
woven textures and uncomplicated motifs that 
capture the history and energy of Suleman’s 
international aesthetic into exuberant custom 
pillows, table linens, fabrics for home and apparel, 
and private label collections. 

well-versed in resplendent indian fabrics, 
Suleman’s also comfortable dipping in and out  
of other aesthetics, like her prints that conjure  
a journey through asia, indonesia and africa. 
“currently, i’m obsessed with everything african,” 
she says. “The designs have a graphic element 
to them with earthy colors and raw textures.” The 
brand also embodies Suleman’s casual spirit. “it’s 
an easy-living aesthetic that takes me back to 
summers on the indian coast,” she says. 

Today, a cozy studio in Richardson serves as 
Suleman’s design home base. with Moroccan rugs 
underfoot, stacks of vintage magazines topping 
tables and one-of-a-kind furnishings, she settles  
in behind her computer. a graphic designer by 
profession, it was a natural progression for 
Suleman to transition into another creative outlet. 
“it’s exciting that i’m finally creating my own sense 
of design from things that have influenced me 
throughout my life,” she says. “it’s also great to 
know that, through Kufri Life, i’m doing my part to 
preserve these incredible heritage techniques  
and support the people of india.” 

left: a wall in Suleman’s 
studio is chock-full of 
swatches, photos and artwork 
that all provide inspiration for 
her mix of handcrafted fabrics.

opposite: Suleman, shown in 
a dress made from her boscoe 
bay textile, enjoys painting as 
another means of expression.

Below: one of the many  
steps in producing Suleman’s 
handwoven textiles, the woman 
pictured at left is spinning yarn. 
a vignette of Suleman’s fabrics 
is shown right and includes a 
napkin in pink Kyra, a hand-
screen-printed place mat in 
gold hyannis and a handwoven 
table runner in Rose.

“My work is a  
culture clash;  

a happy, eclectic  
Mix of everything 

that i love.” 
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