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The Primeval Period refers to the 
earliest ages of the world, from 
the creation of the world to God’s 
judgment on the Tower of Babel. 
The Spiral represents the Primeval 
Period, as man continues to spiral 
down by repeatedly rebelling against 
God. The key person(s) are Adam 
and Eve with the Temptation and Fall 
of man. 

God creates the heavens and the 
earth, and on the sixth day creates 
Adam and Eve in His image and 
likeness,  instructing them to “multiply, fill 
and subdue the earth” and have “dominion.” 
God places the sinless and immortal Adam and Eve 
in the stunning Garden of Eden with the command 
never to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil lest they die.  Satan, mankind’s greatest 
enemy, deceitfully tempts Eve in the Garden of 
Eden by implying God lied and that if they eat off 
the forbidden tree they would not die but would 
become like God. Adam and Eve disobey God and 

are driven out of the Garden of Eden 
under God’s judgment. 

Adam’s increasing offspring keep 
spiraling down in rebellion until “the 
wickedness of man was great in the 
earth.”  Deeply grieved and sorry He 
created mankind, God judges the world 
with the flood.  Thankfully, “Noah 

found grace in the eyes of the Lord” 
and God starts all over again with 
Noah and his family. 

After the flood, the entire human 
population migrates down the Tigris 

and Euphrates rivers to the Persian Gulf 
area, where mankind rebels again against God’s 
repeated instructions to “spread out and fill the 
earth” by building the Tower of Babel “lest we 
be scattered abroad.”  God judges mankind by 
confusing their languages, resulting in mankind 
spreading out across the world into different 
nations. 

PERIOD #1: PRIMEVAL
READ: Genesis 1:1–11:26 and Job



PERIOD #2: PATRIARCHAL
READ: Genesis 11:27-36:43

The Patriarchal Period refers to lives 
of the early fathers of the Jewish 
nation, including Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob and his 12 sons, spanning a 
few hundred years from the call of 
Abraham until the birth of Jacob’s 
12 sons. The Crescent represents 
the Patriarchal Period as Abraham, 
Sarah, and Lot leave their home in 
Ur near the Persian Gulf and travel 
around the Fertile Crescent to 
inherit the Promised Land of 
Canaan. The key person is the 
Patriarch Abraham with his 
wife Sarah and his two famous 
children, Ishmael and Isaac. 

God launches a new program in the world by 
establishing a blood covenant with Abraham, who 
becomes the father of the Jewish nation.  This time, 
however, God Himself guarantees to ultimately 
complete His new program with mankind by 
establishing the three-part, unconditional 
Abrahamic promise and blood covenant in Genesis 
12 and 15.  God covenants to give Abraham a 
Promised Land,

to make Abraham to father a great 
nation, and to bless Abraham so through 
him “all the nations of the earth would 
be blessed.”  

By faith, Abraham and Sarah leave 
their home in Ur and travel around 
the Fertile Crescent between the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers, and travel into 
the Promised Land of Canaan with the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Sea of Galilee, 

Jordan River, and Sodom and 
Gomorrah on the east side of the 
Dead Sea. 

As Abraham and Sarah age, they pass 
childbearing age.  Abraham unfortunately takes 

Sarah’s advice and has a son through their servant 
Hagar named Ishmael. Later, Sarah gives birth to 
the promised son named Isaac.  Isaac and Rebecca 
have two famous sons, Esau and Jacob.  Jacob is 
the third patriarch, and the Lord later renames him 
Israel.  Jacob has 12 sons who eventually become 
the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel. 



The Egypt Period spans 
approximately 400 years, from 
the time that Joseph is sold by his 
brothers into Egyptian slavery until 
the end of the years of slavery. The 
Slide represents the travel route 
that Jacob and his family take down 
from Canaan to Egypt and the four 
centuries spent in Egypt.  The key 
person in this Period is Joseph, who 
interprets the dreams of Pharaoh 
and rises to be the Ruler in Egypt, 
saving Egypt from the 7 years of 
Famine.

Joseph is the favorite son of Jacob with his 
coat of many colors. Joseph’s 11 brothers sell 
him into slavery in Egypt with the Nile River due 
to their jealousy and anger. Later, Joseph rises in 
power under Pharaoh and implements a massive 
food-storage program.  When a widespread 
famine hits, Jacob and his clan move to Egypt to 
buy food and because of Joseph’s forgiveness and 
generosity, settle in Egypt. 

Exodus begins by recording that a new 
Pharaoh arises who puts the Israelites 
under bondage and slavery. God 
raises up Moses and Aaron to deliver 
His nation from Egypt, with the 10 
plagues, including frogs, lice, the Nile 
turning to blood, locusts, etc. 

The tenth plague is the death of the 
firstborn, when Jehovah instructs the 
offspring of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

to sacrifice a lamb and paint their 
doors with its blood.  As the Angel 
of Death passes through Egypt, cries 

resound from the death of the first-
born in every household except the Israelites, 

as the Death Angel “passes over” their houses 
upon seeing the shed blood in place of their 
firstborn and pictures our Passover Lamb, Jesus 
Christ. God instructs the slave nation to plunder 
Egypt’s wealth as they pack for their journey to the 
Promised Land. 

PERIOD #3: EGYPT
READ: Genesis 37-50 and Exodus 1-15



The Wilderness Period begins when 
Moses leads the Jewish nation out 
of Egypt and concludes when the 
nation arrives in Moab about 40 
years later. The Twister represents 
the many different turns in the 
wilderness during their wanderings.  
The key person is Moses, who leads 
the Exodus from Egypt, receives the 
law and 
10 Commandments at Mt. Sinai, 
and brings the nation to the 
eastern banks of the Jordan River.  

Exodus reveals that even after the 
10 plagues, Pharaoh pursues the Israelites to 
the Red Sea, which God supernaturally opens 
for the Israelites while Pharaoh and his chariots are 
destroyed.  Moses leads the nation down to Mt. 
Sinai where the Lord offers His redeemed nation 
the opportunity to agree to the Mosaic Covenant 
with the 10 Commandments.  Israel agrees to God’s 
conditional blood covenant, but tragically sins 
when Aaron builds the golden calf, and in anger 
Moses breaks the tablets of the law. 

While at Mt. Sinai, they build the 
tabernacle with the Holy of Holies, 
institute the priesthood, sacrifices and 7 
annual feasts as discussed in Leviticus. 
The Israelites continue to complain 
and rebel against God, even though He 
provides daily manna, water from rocks, 
and guides them with the pillar of fire. 

Numbers records the twisting 
wilderness journeys as they conquer 

their enemies east of the Jordan. At 
the Kadesh-Barnea oasis, the 12 
spies report that the Promised Land 
is abundantly fruitful but is filled 

with giants and walled cities. Because the 
nation rebels in unbelief ten times, God judges 

the adults, who die wandering in the wilderness. 

After 40 years, the nation arrives in Moab, where 
Moses leads the new generation to renew their 
covenant with Jehovah, as recorded in the book of 
Deuteronomy, and then Moses dies. 

PERIOD #4: WILDERNESS
READ: Exodus 16-40, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy



The Conquest Period begins when Joshua 
assumes leadership after the death of 
Moses and ends approximately 15-20 
years later when the nation conquers their 
enemies and settles in the Promised Land. 
The Loop represents this Period picturing 
the numerous times Israel marches around 
Jericho before conquering it. The key 
person is Joshua, one of the 12 Spies, who 
takes over after Moses and leads Israel to 
conquer Jericho and all of Canaan. 

Before leaving Moab, Israel celebrates 
the Passover and Joshua submits to the 
commander of the Lord’s army. God 
miraculously opens the Jordan River and the 
nation marches across on dry land into Canaan, 
where manna stops as they eat from Canaan’s bounty. 

After conquering Jericho, Joshua leads Israel to conquer 
Canaan through a divide-and-conquer strategy of the 
central, southern and northern campaigns. In only seven 
years, through the mighty power of God who even 
stops the sun in one battle, the Israelites defeat seven 

more powerful nations: Hittites, Girgashites, 
Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 
Jebusites.  

After the conquest, the Promised Land is 
divided into the twelve tribes with the 9.5  
tribes of Asher, Naphtali, Zebulun, Issachar, 
half of Manasseh, Ephraim, Dan, Benjamin, 
Judah, and Simeon settling west of the Jordan 
River, and the remaining 2.5 tribes of half of 
Manasseh, Gad, and Reuben settling east of 

the Jordan. God’s covenanted promises to 
the patriarchs that He would give them a 
land flowing with milk and honey come 
abundantly true under the able leadership 
of Joshua.

Joshua’s final act of leadership is to lead the settled 
nation to renew their covenant with the Lord. The nation 
covenants that they will put away their false gods and 
worship and obey only Jehovah. Joshua writes their 
covenant in the Book of the Law of God (Joshua 24:36) 
and dies at 110. 

PERIOD #5: CONQUEST
READ: Joshua



The Judges Period spans approximately 
350 years, commencing after the death 
of Joshua and ending with the judgeship 
of Samuel. The judges are individuals 
who lead Israel to defeat their enemies 
and then rule and administer justice. The 
Cycles represent this Period because a 
five-part cycle is repeated seven times: the 
sin of Israel, servitude to their enemies, 
supplication to God for deliverance, 
salvation through a judge, and finally 
a period of peaceful safety. The key 
person is Samson, who kills 1,000 
Philistines with an animal jawbone and 
serves as a Judge. 

In contrast to the great victories in the Conquest 
Period, the Judges Period reveals great failures by the 
settled Israelite nation, as described by the final verse 
in Judges, “every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes.”  Instead of conquering the last pockets of 
their enemies, numerous tribes not only allow their 
enemies to remain against the commands of God but 

also partner with them for financial gain. 
In fact, Judges relates that because of 
this incomplete obedience, Israel plunges 
further into sin by intermarrying their 
enemy and serving their false gods. 

The following individuals serve Israel as 
judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, 
Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, 
Abdon, and Samson. Some add Barak and 
Abimelech, but they are not given the title 

of Judge in the book of Judges. 
1 Samuel 1-8 covers the ministry of the 
last two judges of Eli and Samuel.

During the early time of the book of 
the Judges, the little book of Ruth with Ruth’s 

kinsman-redeemer husband, Boaz, also takes place, 
demonstrating that even in the darkest of times 
individuals can choose God and do what is right in 
God’s eyes!  Ruth, the Moabite, becomes the great-
grandmother of King David. 

PERIOD #6: JUDGES
READ: Judges, Ruth, and 1 Samuel 1-8



The United Kingdom Period lasts 
around 120 years, when one king 
rules all twelve tribes commencing 
with the anointing of King Saul 
and ending with the death of King 
Solomon. Saul, David, and Solomon 
each rule all twelve tribes for 
approximately 40 years. The Box 
represents this Period as all twelve 
tribes are united under the one king 
ruling from Jerusalem.  The key 
person is King David who becomes 
famous for killing Goliath and 
then serves as a King of the United 
Kingdom. 

The Israelites reject their covenant with God 
and no longer want God to be their king; they 
want a human king.  The Lord laments to Samuel, 
that Israel has “rejected Me, that I should not 
reign over them.” Samuel warns the people but 
eventually anoints Saul to be king. Tragically, 
during his 40-year reign, Saul doesn’t follow the 

Lord’s commands and even seeks advice 
from a witch.  

David reigns for 40 years, has a heart 
for God, and writes many of the Psalms. 
David sins with Bathsheba and has her 
husband murdered so he can marry her.  
After that, David’s life overflows with 
turmoil and conflict even though he 
loves God, and later gathers great wealth 
to build the temple. 

Upon the death of King David, 
Solomon becomes king and asks the 
Lord for a heart of wisdom to guide 
Israel, and later builds the famed 

Jewish Temple.  Solomon writes Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. Tragically, 
Solomon disobeys the Lord’s commands for kings 
and multiplies to himself gold, horses, and wives. 
1 Kings records that as Solomon grows older, his 
hundreds of wives turn his heart to follow after 
many false gods, leading Israel into great idolatry. 

PERIOD #7: UNITED KINGDOM 
READ: 1 Samuel 9-31, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1-11, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles 1-9, Psalms, 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon



The Divided Kingdom Period lasts 
about 350 years from the crowning 
of King Rehoboam to the destruction 
of Judah. The Slash represents this 
Period as the nation rips apart into two 
kingdoms, with Israel in the north and 
Judah in the south. The key person this 
Period is Rehoboam, who causes the 
Divided Kingdom and becomes the first 
King of Judah.  

The United Kingdom becomes the 
Divided Kingdom as the ten 
northern tribes rebel with their King 
Jeroboam and become Israel with 
their capital Samaria. The northern 
kingdom pulls away from God’s 
temple and priesthood, and all nineteen 
kings are wicked, including Ahab, Jezebel and 
Manasseh, who lead Israel into idolatry, immorality 
and even human sacrifice. Israel fights numerous 
enemies, including the northern nation of Syria 
with its capital, Damascus. 

The southern tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin become the nation of Judah 
with their capital Jerusalem and the 
temple, priesthood, sacrifices, and 
feasts.  Twenty kings rule Judah 
with eight godly kings, including Asa, 
Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah and Josiah. 
Even though revival does occur, the 
high places of pagan worship and 
immorality remain as the people reject 
the worship of the one true God. 

During the Divided Kingdom Period, 
God sends prophet after prophet to 
warn Israel and Judah to repent and 
turn from their wicked ways or face 

God’s judgment. Elijah preached 
against Ahab and even calls fire down from 

heaven to convince the people to choose God over 
their false gods. In the south, God sends many 
prophets, including Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Micah, to 
warn the people as well as give promises of God’s 
coming kingdom.  

PERIOD #8: DIVIDED KINGDOM 
READ:1 Kings, 12-22, 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles 10-36 and the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Lamentations, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, & Zephaniah.



The Exile Period in this course includes 
two important events:  First, Assyria 
conquers Israel and sends them into 
Captivity; and second, Babylonia 
conquers Judah and deports them 
back to Babylon for the Exile.  The 
Babylonian Exile spans 70 years 
starting with the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple and ending 
with the Persian king’s decree for 
the Jews to return and rebuild the 
temple. The Boomerang represents 
this Period as both Assyria and 
Babylonia come to conquer and 
then return home with Jewish 
prisoners. The key person is the prophet, 
Daniel who God miraculously delivers from 
the Lions’ Den and who later receives the prophetic 
vision of the Image of the 4 Kingdoms. 

God reveals the reasons for His judgment: His 
people “built high places for idolatry and 
immorality, did wicked things to provoke the 
Lord, rejected God’s statutes and covenant, 
caused their sons and daughters to pass 
through the fire, and practiced witchcraft and 

soothsaying.”  2 Kings 17.

God raises up Assyria with its capital 
of Nineveh and sends Israel into 
captivity. Assyria scatters many of 
the Israelites across Assyria and then 
brings foreigners from various areas to 
live in Israel. The remaining Israelites 
marry those foreign Gentiles (non-
Jews) and their offspring are called the 
Samaritans.

About 140 years later, God raises up 
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia 
(with its capital Babylon) who 
destroys Jerusalem and the temple 
and in the three deportations sends 
the people of Judah into exile in 

Babylon for 70 years, fulfilling Jeremiah’s prophecy. 

Ezekiel and Daniel, with his three friends, are 
deported to Babylon where they exercise their 
prophetic ministries.  Daniel rises in leadership, 
serves God boldly during the exile, and 
prophetically reveals much about the future, 
including the end times.

PERIOD #9: EXILE
READ:  2 Kings 17, 2 Kings 25, Jeremiah 34, Lamentations, Ezekiel and Daniel



The Return Period lasts around 140 
years and commences with King 
Cyrus’ proclamation that the Jews are 
free to return and rebuild the temple 
and concludes with the supportive 
preaching of Malachi. The three-
part Wave represents this Period, as 
approximately 50,000 Jews in Babylon 
return to Judah in three different 
waves. The key person in this Period is 
Nehemiah, who serves as Cup Bearer 
to the king who releases him with 
financial support to rebuild the 
Jerusalem Wall in 52 Days. 

As prophesied in the famous 
handwriting on the wall, Cyrus the King of 
Persia overthrows the Babylonian Empire in a 
single night and later issues his famous decree.  

The first return wave occurs under Zerubbabel, 
a direct descendant of King David, who rebuilds 
the temple with the assistance of Joshua the high 
priest, and the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah. 
The temple is constructed through many difficult 
obstacles and is finished in about 20 years. 

The second return wave occurs sixty 
years later, when Ezra the priest 
and scribe preaches and spiritually 
revives the Jewish remnant who once 
again had disobeyed the Lord and 
intermarried with the non-Jewish 
peoples.  Between the first and second 
return waves, the book of Esther 
takes place back in Persia, as God 
supernaturally rescues the Jewish 
nation from destruction through 

the courage of Queen Esther and 
Mordecai. 

The third return wave occurs a 
dozen years after the second wave 

by Nehemiah the cup bearer, who leads the 
construction of the Jerusalem walls along with the 
preaching of Malachi. Nehemiah leads the small 
and discouraged Jewish population to complete 
this massive building project in only 52 days!  From 
the close of the Old Testament to the opening of 
the New Testament is called the Intertestamental 
Period or the 400 Silent Years.

PERIOD #10: RETURN
READ: Ezra, Esther, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi


