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The Bee Club at Albury Vineyard - 2022 
 
The Bee Club is for people fascinated by honeybees who want to learn more about what they do and 
how they survive. Beekeeping can be an expensive hobby and does require a regular commitment 
throughout summer to properly look your honeybees, but by joining the Bee Club you won't have to 
invest in bees, hives, extracting equipment, or even a bee suit which is provided for all inspections. 
The Bee Club runs for a 12 month period and includes: - 
 

▪ Opportunities to inspect a hive with Albury bee-farmer Sergio from Bee Friends, at different 
times of the year 

- in spring when the colony is building up and naturally prepares itself to swarm 
(provisionally scheduled for Sunday 22nd May, 10am – 11.30am) 

- in summer when the honeybees peak in numbers and in activities mainly focused on 
foraging and building up stores (provisionally scheduled for Sunday 24th July, 10am – 
11.30am) 

- in late summer when the colony is preparing to overwinter and the surplus honey is 
collected and extracted (provisionally scheduled for Sun 25th September, 10am – 
11.30am) 

▪ A jar of Albury Honey to take home 
▪ 10% discount on Albury Estate sparkling wine purchased from the vineyard during the year of 

membership 
 
Inspections are carried out in small teams of maximum 12 individuals and last approximately one and 
a half hours. All members will receive regular email updates on the status of the colonies and bees. 
 
The Bee Club is based at Albury Organic Vineyard and runs for a 12-month period from joining. The 
joining fee is £80 per person. 
 
 

The Queen Bee Club at Albury Vineyard 
 
For those wonderful people who wish to gain more experience in handling honeybees throughout the 
year, this membership level gives the opportunity to inspect hives every four weeks from April to 
September plus an extraction event, so 6 hands-on experiences in total. Members will learn how to 
inspect hives and check the status of the honeybees at different times of the year.  
 
Hive inspections have been provisionally scheduled for the following dates in 2021: 
 

- Sunday 24th April time 10am 
- Sunday 22nd May 10am 
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- Sunday 26th June 10am 
- Sunday 24th July 10am 
- Sunday 28th August 10am 
- Sunday 25th September 10am 

 
We shall look at colonies building up in spring and naturally preparing for swarming.  Then again when 
foraging activities are intensified, colonies peak in numbers and build up their stores to be used in 
winter time.  We will look for signs of diseases or unusual brood patterns.  Queen rearing methods and 
techniques will be covered during the inspections. Finally, we shall experience how to harvest the 
surplus honey, uncapping frames and extract honey. Each session will last approximately one and a 
half hour. 
 
Each member will receive a jar of honey, a bee-suit, and gloves to be taken away and kept. Members 
will also receive a 10% discount on Albury Estate sparkling wine purchased from the vineyard during 
the year of membership. 
 
Membership runs for a 12 month period from joining and is priced at £195 per person. 

 
 
Important Information 

 
Dates for hive inspections will be set by the bee-keeper and communicated to members via email in 
advance. If members are unable to attend a hive inspection the bee-keeper will endeavour to find an 
alternative date although this cannot be guaranteed.  
 
Hive inspections are subject to weather conditions as it is not possible to open the hives when it is 
raining or if it is too cold. In this situation, the inspection date will be rearranged by the bee-keeper. 
The bee-keeper reserves the right to change the date of hive inspections.  
 
The bee-keeper at Albury Vineyard is Sergio Pignagnoli from Bee Friends and he can be contacted 
directly with any queries as follows: - 
sergio_pin@yahoo.co.uk 
07713 643261 


