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Women’s History Month Reading List

Grades K-2

Betsey Biggalow is Here! By Malorie Blackman

Anne Frank by Josephine Poole, Angela Barrett

Katie Morag And The Two Grandmothers by Mairi Hedderwick

Keep a Pocket in Your Poem by J. Patrick Lewis, illustrated by Johanna Wright

Betsey may be small but she has big dreams! Jamie Smith illustrates this engaging book 
that follows Betsy’s adventures as she aims to make the world a better place. 

Katie Morag has two Grandmothers that are polar opposites of each other in everything 
they say and do. Grannie Mainland visits and Katie has a big problem on her hands. 

This anthology is perfect for your imaginative and creative students. This volume 
contains kid-friendly versions of famous poems by the likes of Robert Frost and 
Emily Dickinson. 

Introduce your students to the courage of Anne Frank with this non-fiction illustrated story 
of Anne Frank’s life as she and her family hid fromn Nazis in Amsterdam.

Required reading lists have historically been focused on white male authors. Many of these 
authors and works are important, but they provide a limited perspective and example for 
today’s youth.  Deviating from  traditional literature sheds light on writers whose work has 
been ignored, like females, people of color,people from around the world.  To honor 
Women’s History Month, we have put together an all ages reading list of fiction, non-fiction, 
and poetry by female (and a few male) authors with strong female protagonists. 

Grades 3-5

Vision of Beauty: The Story of Sarah Breedlove Walker by Kathryn Lasky
Sarah Breedlove Walker was born right after slavery was abolished. This little known
story describes how she became a self-made millionaire by selling hair products for 
black women. 
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Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan

Falling Out of the Sky: Poems about Myths and Monsters by Rachel Piercey and 
Emma Wright.

Nancy Drew by Carolyn Keene

The infamous Nancy drew is a female icon that has fallen out of vogue. We suggest 
introducing her to your students as she is the epitome of independence, ingenuity, and grit.  

At birth, Ella is given the gift of strict obedience by a fairy, which goes against her free-spirit. 
When her mother dies, Ella must use her wits to overcome the spell and live a full life.

Esperanza Ortega was born a wealthy girl in Mexico, but when her father is killed, her family 
becomes migrant workers in California. This story shows how changes of fortune can lead 
to growth. 

This poetry collection shows the behind the scenes of classic fairy tales. Your students will 
enjoy reading about their favorite tales like Hansel and Gretel and Medusa.

Grades 6-8

This poetry volume features fifteen poems written by Haitian schoolchildren. The illustrations 
in the book are captivating, as well as the poems about Haiti’s beauty, nature, and the
aftermath of the earthquake. 

Haiti My Country by Rogé

Jazz Age Josephine by Jonah Winter

Josephine Baker was her own boss. She was a singer, dancer, and actress. This non-fiction 
book chronicles her life as she breaks racial barriers during a time of segregation and
systemic racism. 

Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh

Harriet M. Welsch is eleven years old and wants to become a writer on the Upper East 
Side of NYC. Harriet loses her notebook, and has to use her creativity, wit, and writing 
skills to make it right.
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Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery

Rosa Parks: My Story by Rosa Parks

The Voice That Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal 
Rights By Russel Freedman

Another classic that most students have never read, Anne of Green Gables features a female 
protagonist that is not afraid of being herself and all that comes with it. 

Rosa Parks tells her story about her refusal to give up her seat on a segregated bus, 
which sparked the Civil Rights Movement. 

Marian Anderson had a natural talent for singing. Because of her courage and initiative, she 
was able to break racial barriers and sang at the same event that featured MLK’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech. 

This is a great poetry anthology that asks teens to delve deep to discover what makes them 
happy, sad, and angry. 

Offering literature featuring strong female roles or literature written by inspiring 
female broadens what literature means as well as who can be the hero of a story (in 
real life and fiction). You never know, you could be instructing the next award 
winning author. For a longer list of females oriented books, autobiographies, and 
novels, visit www.amightygirl.com 

Grades 9-12

Poetry Speaks Who I Am with CD: Poems of Discovery, Inspiration, 
Independence, and Everything Else (A Poetry Speaks Experience) by Elise 
Paschen, Dominique Raccah


