
CARR THE STAR
Chris Carr claimed his 
crown as the Imperial 
Challenge champion for 
the third year in a row on 
April 22 — Page 15

BLOTTER 
A Gaper Day guest gets grumpy 
with a sheriff’s deputy at 
Arapahoe Basin — Page 4

HIGH: 42°    LOW: 26°    
WEATHER PAGE 35
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CLASSIC KIDS
Young composers 
play original scores 
as part of competi-
tion — PAGE 11

137 people died in ski-related accidents at Colorado resorts during the past 10 years. One of those cases went un-
confirmed and unreported in the state until this week.

HUGH CAREY / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

Uncovering the Unknown

A 44-year-old man from Olathe, 
Kansas, who died after skiing at 
Crested Butte Mountain Resort in 
February was recently confirmed as 
the state’s sixth ski fatality this win-
ter as part of the 13 to occur during 
the 2016-17 season.

Jim Bell, a 16-year veteran fire-
fighter of northeast Kansas’s Con-
solidated Fire District No. 2, was 
involved in an accident on Feb. 13, 
later dying from severe head inju-
ries on Feb. 17, despite wearing a 
helmet. Due to the way in which 
the state’s ski-related deaths often 
go unreported, a Colorado news 
outlet had not previously been 
able to identify Bell. The Kansas 
City Star wrote about the inci-
dent in February, and Westword, 
Denver’s alt weekly publication, 
became the first in Colorado to 

name him last week.
“He was just a stand-up guy,” 

Courtney Bell, his wife of 10 
years, told the Summit Daily by 
phone Tuesday. “He touched so 
many lives, just with what he does 
every day, and just would care 
about people nonstop. He was a 
huge outdoors guy, riding ATVs, 
skiing. He hunted, fished and he 
has two little boys, and they were 
his world. They’re 7 and 8, and he 
lived for those kids.”

By Kevin Fixler
kfixler@summitdaily.com

Colorado’s previously 
unconfirmed ski death is 
identified

UNKNOWN, 6

Breckenridge 
Town Council 

anticipates 
flexible future

With land parcels quickly becoming a rare com-
modity in Breckenridge, the town council decided to 
redevelop the Block 11 and McCain properties on the 
western side of Colorado State Highway 9 coming into 
town. The council this week gave the direction to move 
forward with soil testing on the McCain property. It 
also decided to look into how many units would be 
needed for housing and the feasibility of adding service 
commercial areas. 

During its Tuesday work session, the town council re-
viewed master plans for the two adjacent parcels of land, 
which total approximately 201.4 acres. 

Developed with Norris Designs, the plans outlined uses 
for both properties, such as workforce housing and a pos-
sible parking structure. The first plan for Block 11 was orig-
inally put together in 2007, while the McCain project had 
a more recent update in 2013. Town spokeswoman Kim 
Dykstra said that the master plans for the two pieces of 
land were originally developed separately, but the council 
now wants to look at them as a whole due to their proximi-
ty to each other. She added that the council will determine 
whether the housing and parking proposals on the two 
pieces of land make sense together.

“To have still any vacant property available to do 
some planning around is a luxury,” said Councilwom-
an Wendy Wolfe. “We still do have room to build some 
great neighborhoods and keep more locals living in our 
community.” 

By Kailyn Lamb
klamb@summitdaily.com

Council members voiced concerns 
that a strict plan for the McCain and 

Block 11 properties will prevent 
organic growth in the area

FUTURE, 3

new arrivals
O P E N  9 - 7  M O N  -  T H U R   •  9 - 8  F R I  &  S A T  •  1 0 - 6  S U N .  •  5 0 3  M A I N  S T .  •  F R I S C O  •  6 6 8 - 4 3 3 3

$100 Ounces of Flower 

Smoke The Best,
Forget The Rest!

842 N. Summit Blvd, 
Suite 13, Frisco, CO

Located off I-70 at Frisco Breckenridge
Exit Between Safeway and Walmart

970.668.3514 21+ w/valid ID
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Summit Life

The third annual Young Composers Competi-
tion Concert featured more than a dozen original 
works, all written by students ages 10 to 18, for 
the contest designed to offer aspiring musicians a 

public platform. The contest winners, who came from either Clear Creek, Eagle, 
Grand, Lake, Park, Routt or Summit counties, had the privilege of performing 
live Monday at Summit Middle School in Frisco.

Photos and text by Eli Pace
epace@summitdaily.com

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE  
FROM TOP:

From left, Abigail Wineland, 
Maclean Donovan, Corey 
Johnson, Lily Windsor, 
Ethan Windsor, Sophia 
Elsass, Zachary Elass, 
Charlotte Hudnut, Ashley 
Luna, Simeon Ryan, Grant 
Morgan, Kayla Pazin, 
Abigail Schmidt, Isabella 
Huhn, Isaac Webster, 
Malachi Ryan and Caleb 
Arthurholt stand together 
on stage at the conclusion 
of the Young Composers 
Competition Concert on 
Monday at Summit Middle 
School in Frisco.

Young and talented in concert

Ashley Luna introduces 
herself and her origi-
nal piece, “Waltz of the 
Chords,” during the third 
annual Young Composers 
Competition Concert on 
Monday at Summit Middle 
School in Frisco.

Charlotte Hudnut prepares 
to play “Spring,” an original 
composition written by 
the young composer and 
pianist, Monday during 
the third annual Young 
Composers Competition 
Concert at Summit Middle 
School in Frisco.

With the help of Maclean 
Donovan on violin, Abigail 
Wineland, right, performs 
her original composition, 
“Dance of the Dragonfly,” 
during the third annu-
al Young Composers 
Competition Concert on 
Monday at Summit Middle 
School in Frisco.

SOCIALSUMMIT

ABOVE: Corey Johnson performs “Learning to Fly,” an 
original composition.
TOP: Caleb Arthurholt discusses his original composition, 
“Quartet for Violins,” which he pointed out Monday night 
was, in fact, a quartet for violins, during the third annual 
Young Composers Competition Concert at Summit Middle 
School in Frisco.



SUMMIT LIFE

Young composer debuts three original pieces solo

H
aving just watched 
her piano student 
play three original 
pieces, all written 

by the 14-year-old com-
poser and performed solo, 
Bonnie Schmidt couldn’t 
help but be proud of her 
prized pupil and grand-
daughter, Abigail Schmidt.

Abigail was one of more 
than two-dozen children, 
ages 10 to 18, who submit-
ted original pieces for the 
Young Composers Compe-
tition sponsored by Summit 
Music and Arts. In the end, 
three of Abigail’s works 
— one about a young girl 
hoping to find a boyfriend, 
another honoring Jesus and 
a third that paid tribute to 
Paul Revere — would be 
chosen among the entries 
for a live performance at 
Monday night’s third annu-
al Young Composers Com-
petition Concert at Summit 
Middle School.

In all, 13 young compos-
ers played their pieces at 
the concert, some with the 
help of non-competition 
musicians to round out a 
trio or quartet.

After the recital, Bonnie, 
who has played 
the piano her-
self since she 
was 6 years old 
and graduated from the 
University of Denver with 
a degree in music educa-
tion, had high praise for her 
granddaughter.

“I thought she was very 
poised, had excellent tech-
nique and — all of it was 
program music — so it told 
a story,” Bonnie said. “I am 
very proud of her. She is 
very creative, and she has a 
real innate sense of form.”

After the concert, 
during a reception for the 
young musicians, Abigail 
made time to answer a 
few questions about her 

compositions, talk about 
what it was like performing 
them live and discuss her 
life in general.

Summit Daily News: You 
composed all three pieces 
you played today. Tell me 
about those pieces. 

(Bonnie Schmidt added 
that since 
being an-
nounced as 
one of the 

winners of the Young Com-
posers Competition, Abigail 
has already composed two 
more songs.

“It just gave her a new 
flow of inspiration.”)

Abigail Schmidt: The 
first one I played (“The 
Melancholy Waltz”), it’s 
supposed to be about a 
young girl, kind of like 
waltzing by herself, wish-
ing she had a boyfriend. 
I forgot to say it on stage, 
but there’s a Disney quote 
that says, “Someday my 
prince will come,” so when 
I hear the piece I like to 

think of her singing to her-
self, “Someday my prince 
will come.”

The second piece, (“King 
of Kings”) is about Jesus 
Christ being born and being 
crucified on the cross and 
him rising form the dead 
and ascending back into 
heaven.

The last piece is “The 
Midnight Ride.” That one is 
based on Paul Revere’s mid-
night ride on April 18, 1775.

SDN: Why Paul Revere’s 
midnight ride?

AS: Well, I don’t know. 
It just inspires me. I love 
history so I wanted to write 
a song about it.

SDN: What were you 
thinking about while you 
were trying to compose that 
piece?

AS: I kind of just fiddled 
around on the piano and 
it formed a song. It was 
going to say “The Midnight 
Ride of Paul Revere,” but 
I shortened it to just “The 
Midnight Ride.”

SDN: Was it at all 
nerve-racking performing 
those pieces in front of an 
audience?

AS: It was a little 
nerve-racking. It was fun 
too though. I get a little 
nervous when I’m talking, 
but when I play and get 
into it, I get less nervous.

SDN: How long have 
you been playing the pi-
ano and what is it about 
this instrument that you 
enjoy so much?

AS: Four years, and the 
piano inspires me.

SDN: What’s so inspir-
ing about it? Why do you 
like the piano over, say a 
cello or violin?

AS: I think it’s because 
of the old musicians, like 
Bach and Mozart. They’re 
just so inspiring they 
make me want to keep 
going with the piano.

SDN: You’re 14 years 
old. What kinds of music 
are you into?

AS: I love classical and 
I love old folk songs, like 
Frank Sinatra and stuff 
like that.

SDN: What made you 

want to write “King of 
Kings,” the piece you did 
about Jesus Christ and 
his resurrection? It seems 
to come with a very deep 
meaning to you person-
ally. Is it harder perform-
ing pieces with such deep 
emotions? 

AS: I’ve never written 
a piece about him, and 
I’m a Christian and I love 
Jesus so I wanted to write 
a piece about him. It’s a 
little hard (performing 
a piece with such a deep 
personal meaning), and 
I’m not used to it, so it 
was a little nerve-racking 
to do that, but I wanted 
to do it.

SDN: What do you do 
outside of music for fun? 
What are you interests?

AS: I like to swim. I’m 

not really much of a skier. 
I like to ice skate.

SDN: Are you com-
petitive in any of these 
things?

AS: Not really. I don’t 
like to compete but I like 
to play for fun.

SDN: But you won your 
division in the Young 
Composers Competition. 
How did you find out and 
what was your reaction?

AS: I was really excit-
ed. Len Rhodes, I got to 
go to his house, but my 
grandma told me about 
10 minutes before I got 
there. And then I went 
to his house, he told me, 
“Congratulations.”

SDN: What about when 
your grandma told you?

AS: I was jumping up 
and down — so excited.

By Eli Pace
epace@summitdaily.com

After performing three original compositions that she wrote for the Young Composers 
Competition, pianist Abigail Schmidt poses for a photo with her grandmother and piano 
teacher Bonnie Schmidt on Monday at Summit Middle School.

ELI PACE / EPACE@SUMMITDAILY.COM

RIGHTBRAIN

Pianist Abigail Schmidt, 14, performed three original piec-
es — titled “The Melancholy Waltz,” “King of Kings” and 
“The Midnight Ride” — Monday at Summit Middle School 
for the Young Composers Competition Concert.

ELI PACE / EPACE@SUMMITDAILY.COM

One Weekend Only!

At the Riverwalk Center
April 28-30

www.backstagetheatre.org970-485-2164

Adults $15, Students $10

The Musical
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