
Materials
•  Pieces of 
coloured card 
or paper that 
best match 
the colours 
found in 
her prints, 
scissors, glue, 
colouring 
pencils.

Artist: Abigail Reed

For ages 5 and up. Make an abstract collage in the style of 
Wilhelmina Barns-Graham’s prints (look at the two examples 
of her work provided) ‘Cobalt and Orange Playing Games’ 
and ‘Just in Time’.
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Wilhelmina Barns-Graham 
Collage

Instructions
Step 1. Take a 
whole piece of 
light blue paper or 
red depending on 
which image you 
are replicating 
first. This is your 
base that you will 
stick the cut out 
shapes on.

Step 2. Cut out 
all the shapes you 
can see in the 
example. Measure 
them against each 
other to get them 
the right size. 
Leave the very 
thin lines as we 
will draw these on 
last. Some shapes 
have rough edges 
so try a cut 
them roughly to 
replicate this. 

Step 3. Arrange 
the shapes as you 
see them in the 
two examples. Pay 
close attention 
to the angles 
of the shapes, 
how they are 
positioned within 
the frame of the 
artwork and how 
they relate to 
each other. Are 
they touching 
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Just in Time Wilhelmina Barns-Graham
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Wilhelmina Barns-Graham collage (continued)

or not? Some 
have more space 
than others. The 
titles of these 
two examples 
can give us a clue 
to Wilhelmina 
Barns-Graham’s 
intention in 
making them.  
Can you guess? 
Have a play 
around with this 
before finalising a 
composition.

Step 4. Stick 
everything down 
EXCEPT the white 
oval as we will 
use this to draw 
around in the 
next step.

Step 5. Using a 
pencil crayon, 
draw any lines you 
can see in the 
examples. Draw 
around the oval 
shape to recreate 
the shapes found 
in that artwork. A 
ruler may help to 
get the correct 
angles.

Instructions 
continued  
from page 1
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This workshop was created by: Royal West of England Academy, Queen’s Road, Clifton Bristol BS8 1PX 
The RWA is a self-supporting, independent charity (1070163). If you have enjoyed this activity please 
consider making a donation to support the RWA by visiting rwa.org.uk/support-us

e: helen.jacobs@rwa.org.uk    @rwabristol      royalwestofenglandacademy    rwabristol

Finished collages


