
Materials
•   Cardboard 

rectangles - no 
smaller than 
10cm X 14cm 

•   Paper 

•   Magazines, 
brochures, 
photos, flyers etc

•   Scissors 

•   Glue stick

•   Ruler

•   Pencil

•   Paints, pens, 
pencils etc 

•   Pattern notch 
maker (optional)

Artist: Let’s Make Art

Due to recent restrictions, travelling for pleasure seems a 
distant memory or a whimsical fantasy. 
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Cardboard Sculpture
INSPIRED BY TRAVEL

Instructions
Step 1. Use found 
images from 
flyers, magazines, 
travel brochures 
etc of places 
you would like 
to travel to or 
photographs and 
ephemera from 
places you have 
been A great 
source for free 
delivery of travel 
brochures is 
brouchurebank.
co.uk 

Step 2. Using ink 
stamps, pencils, 
paint or pens 
create coloured 
patterns, directly 
onto pieces of 
scrap cardboard 
or paper, that 
bring back 
memories of 
travels; a summer 
dress, food and 
its packaging, 
hotel decor, 
architecture or 
scenery etc. 

Step 3. Take your 
found images 
and glue to the 
other side of 
your handmade 
colourful 

We were invited by @RWABristol to provide a 
half term workshop using sculpture as a starting 
point. We have created for you a  tutorial 
inspired by Charles and Ray Eames, House of 
Cards.

There are more possibilities for this activity; by 
using different shapes or colour coordinating 
shapes to make it more abstract. Your sculpture 
can be based on your real family travels or it 
can be completely imaginary. Where would you 
like to go as a family? What would you love to 
explore? Now try to express that together using 
the immediacy of cardboard and quick-drying 

continued on  
page 2 

colour and collage to create an abstract sculpture.

The original House of Cards were designed in 1952. 
Exemplifying Charles and Ray Eames appreciation 
for the uncommon beauty of common things, 
what they called the ‘good stuff’, chosen to 
celebrate “familiar and nostalgic objects from the 
animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms”. 

The cards also feature images taken from the 
Eames own collection of photographs of textured 
or colored surfaces, such as fabrics, Victorian 
decoupage, and printed marbled or Chinese 
papers.
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Cardboard sculpture (continued)

cardboard pieces. 
If you used paper 
to create your 
textured pieces, 
stick in the same 
way as the found 
images and allow 
the to glue dry. 
You should end 
up with both 
sides of your 
scrap cardboard 
covered with 
an image and a 
patterned side. 

Step 4. Once 
dry, measure 
and lightly mark 
each piece 
9cm x 13cm. 
Using scissors 
or a scalpel 
(please ask for 
supervision) cut 
your pieces out 
carefully. 

Step 5. Measure 
the middle of 
the 9cm side 
(4.5cm) and mark, 
measure 3cm in 
from both ends 
of 13cm side and 
mark. Punch a 
notch using hand 
held pattern 

Instructions 
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from page 1
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This workshop was created by: Royal West of England Academy, Queen’s Road, Clifton Bristol BS8 1PX 
The RWA is a self-supporting, independent charity (1070163). If you have enjoyed this activity please consider making a 
donation to support the RWA by visiting rwa.org.uk/support-us
e: helen.jacobs@rwa.org.uk    @rwabristol      royalwestofenglandacademy    rwabristol

clippers or if 
using scissors cut 
two 1cm incisions 
very close to each 
other, tease the 
excess up and 
gently take out. 

Step 6. Stack your 
sculpture how 
you like by slotting 
pieces together 
using the notches 
created. Take 
apart and repeat. 
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Cardboard sculpture (continued)


