
Materials
• Imagery - magazines, hand drawn 
pictures, photographs etc

• Glue stick or double sided tape 

• Scissors 

• Ruler and pencil

• Cardboard - a cereal box is ideal

•  Box lid - from a shoe box or similar. 
Ask a grown up to cut a box down to 
the right size  

Artist: Let’s Make Art

How to make your own tiny world in a box.  
Ours is inspired by Wilhelmina Barns-Graham’s 
travel paintings.
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Diorama Art

Instructions
Step 1. Choose 
your images. You 
can enhance 
photos with 
drawings and mark 
making using pens, 
pastels, tearing 
edges etc 

Step 2. Make 
your box lid into 
the holder for 
your images as 
follows; Measure 
the width of the 
lid and cut a piece 
of cardboard this 
size plus 4cm 
by approx 15cm 
(making sure it will 
fit in the lid)

Step 3. Mark 
scoring lines on 
the cardboard 
piece from the 
ends into the 
centre 1.5cm, 
2cm and 2cm. 
Measure and mark 
horizontal 2cm 
gaps along the 
score line. Score 
by using the blunt 
side of scissors 
and a ruler 

Step 4. Fold and 
cut the lines - 
these slots will 
hold your scenery. 
Using double 
sided tape or 
glue, stick one 
side first inside 

Your scene can be from your real travels or it 
can be completely from your imagination. Travel 
to a make-believe place! Dioramas are models 
representing a scene with three-dimensional 
figures in miniature. What places do you love to 
visit? Where have you been on holiday? Where 
would you like to go? What would you love to 
explore?

This workshop will suit children who would like 
to develop their modelling skills, it requires 
patience and persistence to work on this small 
scale and attention to detail. Younger ones will 
need supervision.
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Diorama Art (continued)

the lid followed 
by the other side 
sitting it flush to 
the edge of the 
box lid 

Step 5. You will 
need approx 
7 or 8 images. 
Stick them to 
cardboard and 
cut to size. It 
depends on the 
width of your box, 
taking off 0.5cm 
each edge will 
make your images 
fit nicely. Cutting 
holes and shapes 
will give your 
diorama depth. 
Start at the 
back and work 
your way to the 
front making the 
following images 
slightly shorter 
than the last  

Step 6. Top tip - 
To measure your 
images lay them 
flat on top of one 
another first and 
mark a cut line at 
the bottom. 

Step 7. When you 
are happy with 
the composition 
slot the pieces 
into place.   

Instructions 
continued  
from page 1
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This workshop was created by: Royal West of England Academy, Queen’s Road, Clifton Bristol BS8 1PX 
The RWA is a self-supporting, independent charity (1070163). If you have enjoyed this activity please consider making a 
donation to support the RWA by visiting rwa.org.uk/support-us
e: helen.jacobs@rwa.org.uk    @rwabristol      royalwestofenglandacademy    rwabristol
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