
Materials
• Newspaper

• Masking tape

• Empty tape roll

• Bits of bubble wrap

• Scissors

• Cardboard toilet roll

• Paints

• Brushes.

Artist:  Victoria Willmott

Using basic materials found at home - newspaper, masking 
tape, and paints create your own coral sculpture. 
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How to make  
a coral sculpture

Instructions
Step 1. Have an 
empty tape roll 
ready to use as 
your base. Use 
two layers of 
newspaper sheets 
together and 
roll into a long 
sausage length. 

Step 2. Scrunch 
and twist the 
newspaper into 
a curved coral 
tentacle. Tape the 
edge to the inside 
of the empty tape 
roll. 

Step 3. Add 
another 3 or 4 
tentacles, using 
the same method, 
roll and scrunch 
newspaper and 
tape to the inside 
of the roll. 

Step 4. Cut a 
toilet roll tube in 
half to slot inside 
your base. This is 
for extra support 
and will allow 
you to add mini 
tentacles inside. 

Step 5. Stuff 
newspaper balls 
to fill in any gaps 
on the inside so 
your tentacles 
are snug and 
supported. 

continued on  
page 2 



How to make a coral sculpture (continued)

Step 6. Masking 
tape any other 
wobbly areas 
to give it more 
strength and twist 
the tentacles as 
you go. 

Step 7. Add small 
bits of bubble 
wrap to add 
texture to your 
tentacles. 

Step 8. Choose 
bright colours to 
paint your coral, 
add spots or stars 
to bring it to life. 

Instructions 
continued  
from page 1
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This workshop was created by: Royal West of England Academy, Queen’s Road, Clifton Bristol BS8 1PX 
The RWA is a self-supporting, independent charity (1070163). If you have enjoyed this activity please consider making a 
donation to support the RWA by visiting rwa.org.uk/support-us
e: helen.jacobs@rwa.org.uk    @rwabristol      royalwestofenglandacademy    rwabristol


