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PRESS RELEASE

D.C. CHEF SPIKE MENDELSOHN PARTNERS WITH THE 
ST. JAMES TO DEVELOP NEW RESTAURANT
Renowned chef to curate new dining experience for landmark sports, wellness 
and active entertainment destination scheduled to open in Fairfax, Virginia in 
September 2018 

FAIRFAX, Va. (December 13, 2017) – The St. James announced today that it is partnering with 

Chef Spike Mendelsohn to develop a new restaurant concept for the new 450,000-square 

foot sports, wellness and active entertainment destination in Fairfax, Virginia. The restaurant, 

whose full concept and name will be announced at a future date, will feature a seated dining 

experience, cafe and lounge and catering options. The dining venue will open along with The 

St. James in September 2018. 

Mendelsohn, the owner and face behind many successful D.C. restaurants, including Good 

Stuff Eatery, We, The Pizza and Santa Rosa Taqueria, is designing a chef-driven, communal 

experience featuring gourmet dishes and locally-sourced ingredients. The restaurant, which 

will welcome members of The St. James and the public, will serve individuals, large groups and 

everything in between with large tables for communal dining and both indoor and outdoor 

seating. The space will offer a diverse array of compelling food options all day long with 

both healthy and indulgent items, from burgers and salads to gourmet pizzas and specialty 

pastas. The St. James and Mendelsohn will work closely with local purveyors to source menu 

ingredients. Additionally, The St. James will serve as a community-supported agriculture 

location, where members can pick up locally grown produce. 

“It’s been an exciting challenge for me to design the concept of this new space along with the 

team at The St. James,” said Mendelsohn, who also serves as Chair of Washington, D.C.’s Food 

Policy Council, which coordinates citywide efforts to address food access and works to grow 

the local food economy. “I’m passionate about creating healthy foods that not only taste good, 

but also will meet the needs of people of all ages leading very active lives. Our new concept 

at The St. James gives me the opportunity to fulfill my passion to help active people meet their 

high demand needs.”  

The new restaurant will feature an upscale lounge experience for relaxing, socializing and 

casual working. It will also have a market café, focused on serving delicious and healthy 

prepared meals, wraps, fruit and vegetables, smoothies, juices and coffee, as well as an 

elegant bar experience. The restaurant will cater to the entire complex, including its many 

individual sports venues, the spa and the active entertainment center. 

“We’re excited to call Spike our partner and thrilled he’s developing a brand-new concept 

exclusively for The St. James,” said The St. James co-founder Kendrick Ashton. “Spike has an 

incredibly sophisticated understanding of the complex and varied palates of the Washington 

food scene as well as the needs of the highly active and sports enthusiasts we are hyper-
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focused on serving at The St. James.  His vision for this concept shows his appreciation for what 

we will accomplish here at The St. James.”

“As a busy entrepreneur with a young family, Spike is one of our target consumers,” said The St. 

James co-founder Craig Dixon. “He understands that we all need good, healthy food to fuel our 

busy days – from our wake ups to our workouts. The St. James is ready for the region to take 

part in this new dining experience for the whole family.”

With a mission to maximize human potential through the power of sports and wellness, 

The St. James will provide a diverse and extensive combination of sports competition and 

training venues, transformative development programs and excellent coaching. Athletes and 

enthusiasts of all ages and skill levels can immerse themselves in an unprecedented variety of 

sports – from ice hockey, soccer, lacrosse, and baseball to squash, golf, basketball, volleyball, 

swimming and more. The St. James will offer complex-wide memberships, youth and adult 

sports developmental and training programs, individual instruction, personal training, camps, 

clinics, leagues, tournaments, showcases, birthday parties and more. 

About The St. James
The St. James, the premier sports, wellness and active entertainment destination brand in 

the country, is set to open a flagship 450,000-square foot complex on a 20-acre campus in 

Fairfax County, Virginia in September 2018. The complex will offer the most comprehensive 

combination of sports and wellness venues and programming, lifestyle amenities and family 

centered active entertainment in the country. For more information, please visit thestjames.co.

About Spike Mendelsohn
Spike Mendelsohn is known as one of the biggest break-out stars of Bravo’s Top Chef series. He 

was also invited to participate in their follow-up show Top Chef All-Stars and another Bravo 

program called Life After Top Chef. He is currently the co-host of Food Network’s new weekly 

talk show The Kitchen Sink.  

Chef Mendelsohn is the chef and owner of a successful burger concept, Good Stuff Eatery, that 

first opened in Washington, D.C. and includes President Obama and first lady Michelle Obama 

as fans. He’s opened several other locations of Good Stuff in the D.C. metro area, as well as 

locations in Chicago and most recently Saudi Arabia. His other D.C. restaurants include a taco 

joint called Santa Rosa Taqueria and a pizza concept called We, The Pizza. He has also been 

appointed the first Chef and Chairman of D.C.’s Food Policy by Mayor Muriel Bowser.
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