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Color Hardener 

Pre-blended and ready to use, lnterstar Color Hardener 

adds surface color to freshly-placed concrete. 

Color Hardener may be applied as a solid surface coat or as a randomly-dispersed 

highlight color that creates a marbled effect. 
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Step 1. Place the concrete using recognized methods. After the initial floating has been 

performed and all of the excess bleed water has disappeared, the first application of 
color hardener may be made. 

Step 2. Spread an even layer of color hardener onto the surface (using about 70% of the color). 

Step 3. Allow the color hardener to absorb water from the slab (about 5 to 15 minutes). 
Do not continue until all of the color hardener is damp. 

Step 4. Float the color hardener into the slab using a float or power trowel. A power trowel or 
magnesium hand float can be used for a smooth finish, but over-working the surface 
will cause discoloration. 

Step 5. Disperse an even second layer of color hardener onto the surface(using about 20% of 
the color). Repeat Steps 3 and 4. 

Step 6. Use the remaining color hardener to "touch up" areas that require more color. 

Step 7. Various final finishes such as broom, rotary or textured patterns can be performed after 
floating. Use recognized methods and refer to the literature for each type of finish. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

• Never wet the tools during use. Water will cause discoloration and may even damage the
surface of the concrete.

• Color hardener is not recommended where heavy use such as steel-wheeled traffic is anticipated. 

• Excessive floating will result in an accumulation of water, which will cause a reduction in the 
intensity of the color.

• Color hardener should not be applied to vertical surfaces.

• Do not use color hardener as solid surface coat in areas where freeze-thaw cycles are possible.

IMPORTANT 
This color chart is approximate and does not depict the exact colors that can be attained. 
The samples pictured here were developed in a controlled environment using materials that 
may vary in different locations. Many factors affect the color of the finished product, including 
but not limited to: finishing techniques, workmanship, materials used, curing/sealing and 
the weather. 

Please see lnterstar's warranty for complete details. 

Please 

CURING/SEALING I 
Do not fog or cover the surface during the initial curing period (at least 24 hours). To complete 
the final finishing process, lnterstar curing and sealing products should be applied. These are 
designed to provide a long-lasting, protective finish. Please be aware of the following to avoid 
discoloration: 

• Wait until the surface of the concrete is uniformly dry before applying the sealer. 

• Avoid surface temperature variations, which can be caused by shadows from trees, buildings, etc. 

• Do not fog with water or cover the surface during the initial curing process (at least 24 hours).

• Do not use plastic membrane sheets.

• Always use clean tools, and new brooms if a broom finish is required.

Dark colors:� 18 kg/ 5.5 m' (40 lb / 60 ft') 
Light colors: � 36 kg / 5.5 m' (80 lb / 60 ft') 
Depending on the color used, coverage may vary. 

SHIPPING I 
Your order will be promptly filled at the lnterstar distribution center closest to you to ensure 
timely delivery. Orders are usually shipped the same day. 
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From order placement and fulfillment to custom color matching and technical support, our 
staff is always available to assist you. We pledge to be polite, responsive, flexible and dedicated 
to your needs. 

INFORMATION I 
For more information about Color Hardener and other lnterstar products, please visit our 
website at www.interstar.ca, contact our Customer Service Department at 800.567.1857 
or email info@interstar.ca. 




