
 

Scirocco Mk2 type 53b smooth rear light guide 
 

This is a DIY guide to produce your own smooth rear lights, it is undertaken at your own risk, do not 

blame me if your lights are damaged or broken beyond repair. Please read this guide completely 

before undertaking the task. 

Please take safety measures, it is up to the individual undertaking the task to ensure they have 

adequate safety equipment, its only a set of lights, its not worth losing an eye over. 

 

 



Tool list- 

This is not extensive, just what I have used. 

- Measuring device, meatal ruler, tape measure etc. 

- Pliers, hammer, screw drivers etc to remove the old lenses 

- Sand paper and sanding block, I used 80-400 and 800 grit paper 

- Grill or heat gun to heat the acrylic sheet. 

- Heat proof gloves  

- Safety goggles 

Parts list- 

This is a list of what I used 

- Translucent tinted acrylic sheet, light grey, red and amber. I ordered this pre-cut 

which saves time and money. 
- Clear plastic glue suitable for acrylic. 

- Degreaser, white spirits etc. 

- Masking tape 

  

Procedure- 

Please be sensible and only do this to damaged lights, lights with chipped/ cracked lenses are easy 

to find and relatively cheap, undamaged lights are hard to find, let’s keep them for oem builds. 

 

Figure 1- original damaged rear light 

1. Take your rear light cluster, remove the lamp board and secure it to a work bench or similar 

 

2. Put some safety goggles on. 

  



 

3. Using whatever tools you feel appropriate (I used a hammer, screwdriver and pliers) start to 

remove the rear lenses. The lenses are melted/fused to the black light body, I found it 

easiest to punch a hole in the centre and use the pliers to lever the plastic off. When 

removing the red lens take extra care, there can be clear reflectors and extra lenses behind 

the outer, these need to be kept in position and undamaged. You can inspect from the rear 

through the bulb holes to see what light compartments have the extra lenses/reflectors, 

some have more than one.  (see figure 2) 

 

 

Figure 2- light with lenses removed, showing reflector 

4. So you should now have similar to above, this needs to be thoroughly cleaned and 

degreased.  

 

5. Inspect the light compartments to ensure they are not damaged and all the silver paint is in 

good condition, if not repaint with an appropriate paint and repair any damage you find. 

  

Reflector 



 

6. Measure all the light compartments, but ensure you measure the radius, not point to point 

as the plastic will be too short. (See figure 3) 

 

 

Figure 3- light compartment measurement 

 

7. I used 2mm thick tinted acrylic, I bought it online pre-cut for around £8 for all pieces. If you 

are going to order pre-cut I would suggest adding a few mm extra just in case, this can easily 

be sanded away. 

 

These are the colours and sizes I used. Please measure yourself. 

Colour Width Height QTY 

Reverse, light grey  88mm 112mm 2 

Central, red 273mm 112mm 2 

Repeater, amber 220mm 180mm 2 

 

 

8. This is the part where we can start to mould the acrylic to shape, I would suggest starting 

with the reverse lens first as it’s the smallest/easiest. Check the piece of acrylic is roughly the 

right size, slightly too big is ok as we can sand it to fit later.  

 

9. Now is time to heat up the acrylic, make sure you remove the white protective film first. Its 

best to find a scrap bit to trial if possible so you can get some experience of how quickly it 

heats up and how flexible it becomes. I heated my acrylic under a medium heat grill on a flat 

baking tray, make sure you put it on something flat as it can melt to the shape of a wire tray 

or other items. Heat the plastic until its flexible, and bend/ form it into the correct radius for 

the lights. It may take a few attempts to get the correct radius. Once the radius is correct 

(see figure 4) 

 



 

Figure 4-formed acrylic        

10. Carry out the same procedure above for the red central section. 

 

11. The indicator light is a bit tricky as it has a double radius/curvature. Make sure the amber 

acrylic sheet is a lot larger than the light compartment. Heat the acrylic as before ensuring 

you remove the protective film first. Once the acrylic is flexible you need to hold it over the 

light and bend/form it over the light to the correct shape, this can take a few attempts, the 

important thing is to make sure it is tight to the light compartment edges.  

 

12. Now that you have a large piece of bent amber acrylic it needs to be trimmed to size. Align 

the acrylic with the inner vertical compartment edge, if needed sand the edge to get a tight 

fit. Then mark out the shape of the compartment, starting on one side mark trim and sand to 

shape and work your way around until you have a completed lens which fits snuggly into the 

light compartment. 



 

Figure 5- light with moulded lenses 

13. Ensure all the pieces of acrylic fit correctly and give all items a good clean, you won’t be able 

to clean the inside of the lenses once fitted so this is your last chance. 

 

14. Using masking tape to hold them in position glue all the lenses into the light cluster. Leave to 

dry for the time specified on the glue. 

 

15. Refit the rear lights and check all lights are working correctly 

 

16. Cup of tea/ beer and a pat on the back. 

 

Hopefully this guide has been useful, this guide is free obviously, all I ask is that you tag Dreadnought 

Customs in your posts of completed lights. I’m looking into getting the lenses moulded and available 

for purchase which will make this mod a lot easier. 

 

Find me and follow me for new product information and updates 

 Facebook- Dreadnought Customs Ltd 

Instagram- @dreadnought_customs 

Email- dreadnoughtcustoms@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 


