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Image: Jess Arthur, Resident Director (left) with Kip Williams, Artistic Director of Sydney Theatre Company (right) taking 
questions from Playwave members. 

 
Sydney, Australia:  
This year, Playwave Experiences with Sydney Theatre Company will include not one, but two 

opportunities for young people to peek behind the curtain of STC’s performances of Lord of the Flies 

and Cosi. The first will see Lighting Designer, Alexander Berlage, and Composer and Sound Designer, 

James Brown, in-conversation with STC’s Resident Director, Jess Arthur, before the young people are 

handed the conch to ask what they have always wanted to know about this modern classic.  

This time last year, more than 100 young people descended on Sydney Theatre Company for the 

inaugural Playwave Experience. The unique opportunity gave 15-20 year olds a behind-the-scenes look 

at how theatre is made with STC’s own Kip Williams talking them through his process in directing The 

Resistible Rise of Arturo UI starring Hugo Weaving. 



Since its launch alongside Sydney Festival 2018, Playwave has been improving access to the arts for 

young people aged 15 - 20 through discounted tickets, a Playwave Creative program for artists in the 

making, and its youngest arm, Playwave Experiences. Playwave Experiences are curated events that 

invite new young audiences to experience arts and culture in unconventional ways, and range from 

foyer parties to arts-based scavenger hunts and artist meet and greets. These experiences are all 

designed to give young people a soft entry point to the arts, according to Playwave’s Director of Young 

Audience Development, Valentina Corona: 

“Entering a cultural venue can be intimidating for anyone. With Playwave Experiences, 

we are able to create an environment where young people feel welcomed, can meet 

other young people, and are treated as VIPs. Cultural experiences are invaluable to the 

development of creativity and to the critical thinking skills of any young person, so 

making the arts accessible to them will impact every facet of their lives." 

Sydney Theatre Company is one of more than 40 Playwave presenting partners, including other 

Sydney arts powerhouses such as Griffin Theatre Company, the Museum of Contemporary Art and 

Sydney Dance Company, alongside indie venues, who are committed to securing the future of arts in 

Sydney by making the arts accessible for all ages. For Kip Williams, Sydney Theatres Company’s Artistic 

Director, their partnership with Playwave is crucial to the development of future arts audiences: 

“We are proud of our partnership with Playwave and value the role it plays in opening 

doors and minds for its young members. Nurturing people’s interest in the arts while 

they are young will foster a lifelong love of cultural and artistic experiences and create 

loyal audiences. From what we have already seen from the insightful questions asked 

by Playwave Members at last year’s Playwave Experience, they have a lot to teach us 

as well.” 

Playwave’s next experience with Sydney Theatre Company including an exclusive pre-show event is 

on 7 August. 15-20 year olds can sign up to Playwave and book their Playwave Experience tickets at 

playwave.com.au 

Playwave Experiences are made possible by the support of the City of Sydney. 

 
***** 

END OF RELEASE 
 
 
ABOUT PLAYWAVE 
Playwave is a new initiative created by Shopfront Arts Co-op and the City of Sydney, with the mission 
to connect young people to the best of Sydney’s art and culture. Playwave is an experimental arts 
space creating connections between Young People and the arts through immersive online and in real 
life experiences. Through the Playwave membership platform, young people aged 15-20 can see and 
curate their own original content, and gain unprecedented access to discounted tickets, exclusive and 
bespoke events, and connect with a diverse range of art and culture across Sydney. 
 
Playwave is Art. But different. 
 
www.playwave.com.au 
 
 

http://www.playwave.com.au/


ABOUT SYDNEY THEATRE COMPANY 
 
Sydney Theatre Company is one of Australia’s foremost performing arts institutions, and one of the 
largest not-for-profit theatre companies in the world. A presenter and interpreter of classics as well 
as new works, the company has been a powerhouse for artform development for more than three 
decades, providing a platform for new and emerging artists while remaining a place that attracts 
senior artists at the top of their game. Over the years, artists such as Cate Blanchett, Hugo Weaving, 
Barrie Kosky, Deborah Mailman, Richard Roxburgh, Toni Collette, Benedict Andrews and Rose Byrne 
have made work at the company’s headquarters at The Wharf in Walsh Bay; and international 
collaborators have included Liv Ullman, Philip Seymour Hoffman, Isabelle Huppert, John Crowley and 
Steven Soderbergh. Off stage, STC adds to the creative capacity of the community via programs that 
provide learning not just about but through theatre, including School Drama, its in-schools literacy 
course devised in partnership with The University of Sydney. 
 
 
ABOUT SHOPFRONT ARTS CO-OP 
 
Shopfront Arts Co-op is the home of youth arts. We stand as Sydney’s only cross-art form organisation 
led by and dedicated to the artistry of young people. For over four decades, Shopfront has amplified 
the voices of young people. Supported by practising, professional artists, our members make bold and 
ambitious works of creative expression. We champion acts of artistic bravery. We are acknowledged 
for this bravery through awards, recognition and support of arts bodies, and by the thousands of 
people who have at one time or another in the last four decades considered Shopfront to be their 
second home. Being a member of Shopfront means you are part of something. Our co-operative is an 
inclusive community of artists sharing a common goal of making great art (and having a lot of fun along 
the way). 
 
www.shopfront.org.au   
 
 
 
 
We acknowledge the Bediagal and Kameygal people of the Eora nation who are the traditional custodians of the land on which Shopfront is 
built.  We pay our respects to those elders past and present, and to all our brothers and sisters of our first nation’s people. 
 
Shopfront acknowledges the assistance and generous support from our core funding bodies: The Federal Government through the Australia 
Council for the Arts, the Commonwealth Government’s funding and advisory body Arts NSW, Bayside Council and Georges River Council. 
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