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A group of Whistler village businesses donates $7,000 to help kick off WCSS 
FEED THE NEED Campaign  
 
For Immediate Release – Whistler, British Columbia, April 27, 2020 
 

Together with a matching donation from the Whistler Blackcomb Foundation, seven long-standing Whistler 
businesses, all with storefronts located around the original Village Square, joined forces to donate $7,000 
today to the Whistler Community Services Society’s FEED THE NEED campaign. The businesses include: 
 

• Whistler Hardware 

• Moguls Coffee House 

• evo Group 

• The Grocery Store  

• Armchair Books  

• Coast Mountain Photography 

• Foto Source 
 

 

Originally, the seven businesses joined together to fund the purchase of 1,000 N95 masks for a donation to 
the Whistler Health Care Centre, but thanks to social distancing and a focused effort to flatten the curve, 
the Health Care Centre did not need the masks. The businesses decided to instead allocate the funds raised 
to support a community program where the need was greater.   
 

The fundraising initiative was organized by Shane Holland, owner of Whistler Hardware. “The residents of 
Whistler are strong supporters of small and local businesses in the village and we wanted to take the 
opportunity to give back.” When he needed support to fund the initial plan to buy the masks, Shane picked 
up the phone and called neighbouring businesses. “The response I got from these businesses was humbling 
and shows just how much each one values the community. There was no hesitation from this group to fund 
a group donation; and this is despite all being temporarily closed or having reduced operations.” 
 

With $3,500 on hand to donate, the group worked with the Whistler Blackcomb Foundation to match their 
donation to help kick off the FEED THE NEED campaign. Mei Madden, Executive Director of the Foundation 
said “Whistler Community Services and the incredible work they are doing through this crisis has 
definitely been a priority for us.  Our local businesses have always been so supportive of the Whistler 
Blackcomb Foundation’s fundraising initiatives and matching the generosity of this group was an easy 
decision.” 
 

Lori Pyne at Whistler Community Services Society said "We have seen the food security needs of our 
community rapidly increase.  We have also seen different individuals and businesses step up to meet this 
need. It will be initiatives like these that enable a swift recovery for our resort town. Resiliency comes 
through joint partnerships. While food is the immediate need, our longevity as an organization to support 
mental and emotional health will also prove to be important."    
 

The seven businesses hope their donation will encourage other businesses to follow their lead and donate 
generously to the FEED THE NEED campaign between now and May 1st. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 

Shane Holland  
Whistler Hardware 
shane@whistlerhardware.ca 
(604) 787-2208 

Lori Pyne 
Whistler Community Services 
Society  
lori@mywcss.org 
(604)-932-0113 

Mei Madden 
Whistler Blackcomb Foundation 
mmadden@whistlerblackcombfo
undation.com  




