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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Hullo there 
Lily! My name is Beatrix, and we have been 
waiting a long time for you. You are the chosen 
one for the important missions we have ahead of 
us. These missions will heal and save this world 
that we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved doing good deeds and helping 
others. 





“We have a very puzzling mission today,” Balloon 
Beatrix said. Kitty Tabby was sitting on a brand 
new very ornate gold silk cushion. She was 
wearing a stunning necklace of lapis lazuli and 
carnelian set in gold. Lily thought Kitty Tabby 
looked quite regal.
“We are going to Giza to visit the Sphinx!” Kitty 
Tabby announced.
“Kitty Tabby is leading this mission,” Balloon 
Beatrix explained. “She has a very special 
qualification for this one.”
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“I have devoted a great deal of my time to the 
study of Ancient Egypt,” Kitty Tabby began. “Part 
of my passion for the Egyptians was their worship 
of cats both my size and lions. They worshipped 
my kind in the form of Bastet, the goddess of 
fertility. As you may know, at the site where the 
pyramids of Giza are also is the residence of the 
Great Sphinx.”
“I can't believe we are going to visit Giza! It is 
the only remaining one of the Seven Ancient 
Wonders of the world!” Lily thought that Giza 
sounded mysterious and magical!
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 “People who study ancient cultures have recently 
uncovered evidence that there was another 
sphinx seated opposite the Great one,” Kitty 
Tabby continued. “In Egypt, Sphinxes always 
came in pairs, a lion and a lioness usually named 
for the sun god and sun goddess. We need to 
solve the riddle of where Sekhmet, the lioness 
went.”
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“I thought the riddle of the Sphinx was ‘What 
creature stands on four legs in the morning, two 
at noon and three in the evening,” Lily said.
“That story is from Ancient Greece,” Kitty Tabby 
informed Lily. “In Greece, the Sphinx was a 
menacing creature. In Egypt, the Sphinxes were 
different. They were guardians, protectors, and 
symbols of the sun gods.”
“That’s fascinating,” Lily said, “That one thing can 
mean such different things to different cultures.” 
Looking down, Lily could see the lapis lazuli 
colored waters of the Mediterranean Sea. It 
reminded Lily of Kitty Tabby’s elegant necklace.
They were just approaching the coast of Egypt: 
the sand looked golden to her.
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Lily could now see the Pyramids taking shape. 
From where she was looking at them, the 
Pyramids looked like perfect triangles in a cluster. 
As they floated over them, the Pyramids looked 
like perfect squares. Lily could see the entire 
valley below. It was more than only pyramids 
and the Sphinx. Lily saw other structures there 
as well, and she felt as though she were looking 
down at a giant maze made from perfect squares, 
rectangles, and triangles. 
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Lily also saw a magnificent and very ornately 
decorated balloon with a camel riding in the 
basket. Looking next to her Lily saw Bunny 
Ben’s balloon. Bunny Ben was perched atop 
the balloon. He was in his archeologist outfit. 
Fox Willy was with Bunny Pete. Silly Fox Willy 
was dressed up as a mummy all wrapped in 
bandages, and Bunny Pete was pretending to 
swoon. Lily laughed so hard at their pantomime 
that she nearly fell from her balloon basket. The 
camel was snickering as well. 
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Lily, Kitty Tabby, and Balloon Beatrix floated next 
to the camel.
“My name is Khafre, and I am named for one of 
the Kings that live in those pyramids,” the camel 
said.
“I thought that the pyramids were tombs,” Lily 
said.
“They were built so that the Kings and Queens 
could live in comfort forever,” Chaffer explained.
“They were houses of magic,” said a cat from 
Khafre’s basket. She was wearing a necklace 
exactly like Kitty Tabby’s. “Every King and Queen 
lived in the Pyramid with their cats and others 
who kept him company in the afterlife.”
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Fascinating, thought Lily. But she still wondered 
how to solve the new riddle of the sphinx. She 
hadn’t even heard it there was an actual riddle 
yet. 
Bunny Ben took out a paper from his satchel and 
waved it at Khafre. “I have the riddle! It is: 
She shines,
She gives us light,
She gives us colors,
She warms us,
Even the moon is dark without her. 
She can be found in a cat’s eye, 
Who is she?” 
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“Who is she?” everyone asked at the same time.
“Who shines, lights, colors, warms and lights 
the moon?” Lily wondered. “Who lives in a cat’s 
eye?” She was looking at Kitty Tabby’s eyes. 
They looked golden in the sunlight.
“I think you have the most beautiful eyes,” said 
Lily. “Especially the way they reflect the sunlight.”
“That’s it!” Kitty Tabby said excitedly. “The answer 
to the riddle, who gives us light, warmth, and 
color? Who lights the moon? The moon only 
reflects the sun’s light! And Ancient Egyptians 
believed that a piece of the sun lives the eyes of 
every cat!” 
“Brilliant Kitty Tabby!” Lily said, “But what does it 
mean?”
“Look to the sun,” Khafre said. 
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As they looked up at the sun, it seemed to grow 
brighter. It turned into a beautiful cat’s eye. Down 
on the ground, the Great Sphinx appeared to 
change. His lion’s body turned from stone into 
a golden yellow, his man’s face became terra-
cotta red, and his headdress changed from solid 
color rock to blue and gold striped. Next to him, 
appeared another Sphinx made of light. She was 
beautiful, her lion’s body was spotted, her face 
and headdress were both golden. 
“That must be Sekhmet,” Lily said.
The Sphinxes turned and smiled at each other. 
Lily thought she heard the words “I love you” 
come from them. And then Sekhmet seemed 
to brighten and then turned into a sunbeam, 
returning to cat’s eye sun. 
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The entire valley was filled with warmth and joy 
as only the sun can create! 
Lily and her friends munched on basbousa cakes 
and sipped on sweet Qamar al-din as they looked 
down at the beautiful sight from their balloons.
“That was amazing to see,” Lily said. “And we 
solved the true mystery of the Sphinx!”
“Yes,” said Kitty Tabby, still perched on her 
cushion with the sunlight making her necklace 
sparkle. “Sekhmet must always shine, she just 
from time to time comes to visit her love.” 
Floating home, Lily wondered what their next 
mission would be. Where would you liked to take 
Lily for her next mission? 
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