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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Hullo there 
Lily! My name is Beatrix, and we have been 
waiting a long time for you. You are the chosen 
one for the important missions we have ahead of 
us. These missions will heal and save this world 
that we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved doing good deeds and helping 
others.





“A very special person is missing from Red 
Square,” Balloon Beatrix said. “So put on that 
cozy jacket and have your skates ready Lily, 
because we are headed to the Ice Skating Rink 
in Moscow.”
Lily loved the idea of visiting Moscow. She 
noticed that Kitty Tabby had on a wool scarf 
wrapped around her for warmth. Lily put on the 
warmest coat ever that was waiting for her in the 
basket. They were off flying through the clouds. 
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“The Red Skater is the most famous ice skater in 
the world.” Ballon Beatrix said as they were flying 
above the Kremlin. “When he was a child, the 
Red Skater dreamed of being the best ice skater 
in the world. It took a long time and lots of work, 
but he was gifted with magical grace, and now, 
whoever sees him skate is inspired to follow their 
own dreams, whatever they may be. The Red 
Skater inspires everyone to do wonderful things 
and live to their greatest potential.”
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“Wow, what an amazing person,” Lily said. “To 
inspire so many people to be their best selves!” 
“Yes, but now, he is missing,” Balloon Beatrix 
said. “The people don’t have someone to look 
to for inspiration. They simply go about their 
lives but don’t have dreams. People need to be 
inspired to do their best: we need the Red Skater 
back at the rink to do that.”
“Where could he be?” Lily asked.
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“Our friends Froggy Tom and Fox Willy have 
been partnering with Mouse Maks who lives 
nearby,” Kitty Tabby said. “They believe that the 
Red Skater can be returned by magic because 
he is a muse of sorts.”
“A muse?” Lily asked. She had heard of the nine 
muses but they were Greek. Lily and her friends 
were in Moscow.
“A muse is someone who inspires,” Balloon 
Beatrix told Lily. “The Red Skater inspires other 
people to follow their dreams, so in that, he is a 
muse.”
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“Hullo there Lily!” It was Bunnies Ben and Pete. 
They were both bundled up as it was cold 
outside. Bunny Ben even had a pair of socks 
covering his ears to keep them warm and toasty. 
Mousy Maks was used to the cold, so he was 
simply wearing a smart looking sweater.
“Hullo there fellas, how are you?” Lily asked.
“Cold!” the Bunnies and Froggy Tom answered 
together.
“But then, ya can’t have ice without the chill can 
ya?” said Froggy Tom. “Speaking of ice, let's 
get that Red Skater back to inspire the people 
around here!”
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Everyone strapped on their ice skates. Even 
Froggy Tom and Mousy Maks had tiny little froggy 
and mouse-sized skates; it made Lily giggle a bit 
to see the wee skates on the wee creatures. 
Everyone carefully skated out to the middle of the 
famous rink. The friends formed a circle and held 
hands. Then they began to skate in their circle as 
they sang: 
“Red Skater come back please,
You are needed to make the people dream, 
When you skate you like a fire in your nation, 
In the hearts of folks, you plant inspiration!” 
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Suddenly in the middle of their skater circle, 
a little red flame began to dance and twirl on 
the ice. It grew and jumped and twirled until it 
became the Red Skater.
The people near the ice rink stopped what they 
were doing and just stood still watching the Red 
Skater as he danced on the ice. Just as before 
they were filled with wonder and inspiration. 
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Lily and her friends spent the rest of their time 
skating on the rink with the Red Skater. It was 
wonderful fun. As she skated, Lily imagined what 
all of the people watching the Red Skater would 
be inspired to do. She wondered what dreams 
they would follow and felt inspired herself. 

Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more love and warmth to 
inspire the world?
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