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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Hullo there 
Lily! My name is Beatrix, and we have been 
waiting a long time for you. You are the chosen 
one for the important missions we have ahead of 
us. These missions will heal and save this world 
that we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved helping others and setting things 
right. 





“We’re off to Rome!” Kitty Tabby purred.
“How exciting!” Lily said. “Who are we helping 
today?” Lily loved the idea of Rome, there was 
so much history in this ancient city, and she had 
always wanted to see the Colosseum where 
gladiators fought and other spectacles had taken 
place. 
“We have to help Rome by finding the lion Andy. 
He has magical powers like all of us cats do,” 
said Kitty Tabby who was very proud of her feline 
history. Lily could see that they were floating over 
the Mediterranean Sea which looked soft and 
blue from so high up.
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“Lion Andy was named for a special story about 
a man named Androcles who pulled a thorn 
from a lion’s paw. He became friends with the 
lion, and later the lion saved Androcles’ life in 
the Colosseum, that they also called the Lion’s 
Cave,” Balloon Beatrix explained. “Without Lion 
Andy, people stay inside and don’t see the magic 
in everyday life. That is because the sun hasn’t 
shone on the city in such a long time. We don’t 
know who did it, but someone made lots of dark 
clouds cover it up.”
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“Lion Andy will use his magical cat power to 
make the sun shine once again on Rome, and 
her people will come outside and enjoy their city 
again!” Kitty Tabby chimed in. 
“Yes, and they will rediscover the many ancient 
and beautiful parts of their culture that they have 
forgotten staying inside for so long,” said Balloon 
Beatrix.
Lily could not imagine staying inside and never 
going outside. If she could, Lily would never go 
inside, even at nighttime! 
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As they neared Rome, Lily could see dark clouds 
hovering over the city. She also noticed their 
friends Piggy Gemma and Piggy Vita as well as 
Bunnies Ben and Pete. Fox Willy was there as 
well.
“We've located the lion,” said Fox Willy. “He 
is hiding in the old Lion Cave.” Fox Willy was 
pointing down at the Colosseum. “He’s got 
himself stuck in a tunnel in the hypogeum or 
basement under where the arena once was. 
Someone needs to go and help him out.” 
“We’ll go!” Kitty Tabby volunteered. “Lily and I can 
help Lion Andy!” Kitty Tabby loved the thought of 
a small cat saving a lion.
“Yes! Kitty Tabby and I can do that!” Lily liked the 
idea of saving a lion as well. 
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Balloon Beatrix carefully lowered Lily and Kitty 
Tabby down to the lower level of the Colosseum. 
Lily and Kitty Tabby soon found poor Lion Andy: 
his tail was stuck under a fallen stone. Lily and 
Kitty Tabby used all their strength to remove the 
stone from Lion Andy’s tail. “Thanks for that,” 
said Lion Andy. “I don’t know what I’d have done 
if you two had not come along.” Then the three of 
them returned to Balloon Beatrix and climbed into 
her basket. Up, up, up they flew until they were 
directly above the Colosseum.
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“Welcome back!” Called the Piggies Gemma and 
Vita. “Now, how do we get the sun to shine?” “That 
bit is easy,” said Lion Andy. And with that, he 
opened his mouth and let out the friendliest roar 
anyone had ever heard. It was a happy noise and 
not scary at all. 
The clouds dissolved into a soft golden mist 
and the sun shone down on Rome. The Roman 
people all came outside and admired their historic 
and beautiful city. They also hugged and laughed 
with each other, after all, they had become 
lonely from staying inside for so long, and it was 
glorious to finally see the sun! Bunny Ben posed 
in a toga and laurel crown while Bunny Pete took 
a photo of him posing in front of the Colosseum. 
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“Oh! I have never seen the sun look so lovely!” 
said Lily. “The city looks almost golden.” “Great 
job team!” Balloon Beatrix said. “How about some 
sweets for the trip home!” 
As Lily nibbled her torta Caprese and Kitty Tabby 
licked at her vanilla gelato, they watched the sun 
set on Rome. The city had its sunshine again 
thanks to the special friends and their balloons. 

Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more love and joy to the 
world? 
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