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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Hullo there 
Lily! My name is Beatrix, and we have been 
waiting a long time for you. You are the chosen 
one for the important missions we have ahead of 
us. These missions will heal and save this world 
that we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved helping others and setting things 
right. 





“Your help is needed, Lily!” Balloon Beatrix 
answered Lily.
“It's quite a big deal!” mewed Kitty Tabby.
“I’m glad to help,” Lily said. “Where are we off to 
on this lovely day?”
“We are headed to Paris, to save joy. I think you’ll 
love this mission,” Balloon Beatrix said.
“I love all missions!” said Lily.
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“That makes me happy to hear,” Balloon 
Beatrix said. “But I think that you might love this 
particular mission. Do you like carousels and 
Ferrie Wheels?”
“Of course I do! Who doesn’t?” Lily asked.
“Someone doesn’t because he is trying to break 
down all the carousels and other fun rides that 
bring children and critters joy.”
“That sounds odd. Who would do such a thing? 
And why would anyone do such a thing?” Lily 
wondered.
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“We don’t know who he is,” Balloon Beatrix 
explained. “All we know is that he doesn’t like 
joy. And children and animals are naturally joyful. 
Amusement rides make everyone even more 
joyful than they were before.”
“I think we are going to need a lot of help,” said 
Lily. “Saving joy sounds like quite a challenge.” 
“Well, we will need a lot of help,” said Balloon 
Beatrix. “But with our friends, it won't be that 
much of a challenge. All we need is lots more 
joy!” They flew through the clouds, and Lily 
thought of spun sugar and ice-cream. 
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In a flash, Lily, Balloon Beatrix, and Kitty Tabby 
were hovering over the Tivoli Gardens. It was 
lovely and magical with children laughing, but she 
noticed that the amusements were not moving as 
fast as they should and that the lights were a bit 
dim. There were odd shadows surrounding the 
carousel and the Ferrie Wheel. The children did 
not seem to notice though: they were having fun 
anyway. 
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“You see Lily,” Balloon Beatrix said, “Tivoli is 
still beautiful and fun, but it is only the joy of the 
children that is keeping it going. We need to 
spread a lot more joy to bring it back to the way it 
should be.” 
“I have an idea,” said Lily as she watched other 
friends arriving in their balloons. “Everyone, find 
a friend and bring them back here!”
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Lily and her friends quickly traveled around town, 
and everyone returned with a new pal. Piggy 
Gemma and Piggy Vita also were carrying a 
bunch of magical balloons which they began 
to hand out to each new friend. Fox Willy even 
found a French fox named Marcel. Other new 
friends included Skunk Toulouse, Bear Pierre, 
Squirrel Henri and a very handsome Kitty Honore 
of whom Kitty Tabby seemed particularly fond.
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“Alright friends, old and new,” Lily began. “Lets 
spread some joy!”
The Piggies Gemma and Vita continued to 
distribute balloons to all the children and 
creatures. The children laughed with joy and 
wonder at seeing all the animals running around 
with balloons riding the carousel just as they 
were. The animal friends also giggled and 
squealed at the fun they were having. It was a 
truly joyful noise. 
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The lights on the carousel began to brighten. The 
Ferrie Wheel began to glow and shimmer. The 
colors became more vivid, and the amusement 
rides began to move at their regular speeds, 
causing the children and the animals to laugh 
and cheer even more. The shadows disappeared 
silently.

-29-





“Weeee! Here we go!” laughed Froggie Tom as 
he rode a swing that spun round and round like 
a top. He had lost his balloon and was laughing 
as it flew to the sky. Fox Willy buzzed overhead 
tossing candies from his airplane. 
With help from Skunk Toulouse and Kitty Honore, 
Kitty Tabby distributed all sorts of treats such 
as choux pastries, macarons, chocolates and 
caramels to the children who continued to cheer 
with delight. With all the joy, Lily was certain that 
the Tivoli would never be shadowed or dimmed 
again.
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“You were correct,” Lily said to Balloon Beatrix as 
she nibbled on an exquisite ispahan. “I loved this 
mission.”
“I knew you would,” said Balloon Beatrix. 

Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more love and joy to the 
world?
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