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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Lily, we have 
been waiting a long time for you. You are the 
chosen one for the important missions we have 
ahead of us. These missions will heal and save 
this world that we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved helping others. 





“Lily, we are going to a very mysterious place,” 
Balloon Beatrix said. “Our mission is one of a 
spiritual nature today.”
Looking in the basket, Lily noticed her friend Kitty 
Tabby was wearing a brightly colored wool cap 
with ear flaps. 
“Where are we off to? And why is Kitty Tabby 
wearing a hat?” Lily asked.
“We are flying to the Inca site of Machu Picchu,” 
Balloon Beatrix said. “It can get chilly up there, 
Kitty Tabby is wearing a chullo which is a 
traditional hat in Peru, and we have one for you 
as well. Put it on to protect yourself from the 
damp, chilly air that we may encounter while 
there.”
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“Machu Picchu! I have always wanted to see 
it!” Lily said. “The Inca Empire was one of the 
largest civilizations in the ancient world!” Lily had 
always been fascinated with the Inca culture. She 
thought of Machu Picchu as a magical place filled 
with mystery and mysticism. 
“And the Inca were incredible stone workers 
and builders, they made some of the most 
accurate and intelligent sun clocks,” Lily said. 
She loved to read about ancient peoples all 
over the world. The Inca were fascinating to her. 
“They worshipped the sun, and they referred to 
themselves as the ‘Children of the Sun’!” Lily also 
thought that a culture who worshipped the sun 
must be a warm and beautiful one. Lily could see 
that they were already over the Pacific Ocean. 
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“Funny that you should mention the stonework 
and the sun because that is part of our mission,” 
Balloon Beatrix said. “As you may know, the Inca 
produced some of the most perfect stonework in 
the world. They were able to build buildings out 
of stone using no mortar because they shaped 
the stones so exactly that every stone fits into 
place perfectly. Every part of those buildings was 
unique to the Inca and their knowledge of and 
respect for their earth.”
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“They also made unusual doorways, the 
positioning of the walls and placement of 
windows was also different: it was all created 
to survive and celebrate harmoniously in that 
environment. The Inca also believed that every 
object held spirits, so not only are those stones 
used in their structures significant for their perfect 
shapes, they are also magical as well. The 
problem is someone is trying to alter those stones 
in Machu Picchu. They are trying to change the 
shapes which will affect how they all fit together.”
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“And, if special spirits live in each stone, then 
changing the stones would change the homes 
of those spirits,” said Lily. She could now see 
Peru’s Coast. Watching the waves crash on 
the beaches, she thought what changing those 
stones would do. “That would change the 
buildings and everything about that place.”
“Exactly, Lily,” Balloon Beatrix said. “Not only 
would the stones not fit together properly which 
would change the buildings’ stability but it would 
also disrupt the peace and harmony of Machu 
Picchu.”
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Lily thought about that and felt worried. “So, 
Machu Picchu isn’t simply an important historical 
spot. It also plays a spiritual role as well, both 
in housing those spirits and reading the sun, 
but also in the general harmony of the area. 
And there are a lot of stones at Machu Picchu. 
If someone changed their shapes, then they 
wouldn’t fit properly, and the buildings would 
come crashing down.”
“Correct again, Lily,” Balloon Beatrix said.
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“That would not be very harmonious,” Lily said. 
“But how can we stop the stones from changing?”
“We have some friends who live right on the 
mountain who are very passionate about this 
site,” Balloon Beatrix said. “These friends are 
guardians of Machu Picchu: they still worship the 
sun.” Lily looked forward to finding out who these 
friends these may be. She could now just see 
the sharp looking peaks of the mountain where 
Machu Picchu was. She also could see the other 
balloons that had already arrived hovering over 
the site.
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“Here we are,” said Balloon Beatrix.
Looking down, Lily could see that Machu Picchu 
was full of a thick mist.
“It’s thick as pea soup!” Lily said glad that she 
had donned her chullo, with the mist blocking the 
sun, it was chilly.
“It is,” agreed Kitty Tabby, “I can barely see the 
ground.”
“And the mist makes it chilly,” said Balloon 
Beatrix. “An important part of our mission is lifting 
that mist so that the sun can shine on Machu 
Picchu again.”
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The other balloons were drawing closer. Lily 
waved hullo and noticed the famous Fox Willy 
looking spiffy wearing a brightly colored chullo 
similar to hers. In the basket with him was a 
llama.
“This is Pacha,” Fox Willy indicated the llama in 
his balloon basket.
“Good to meet you,” said Pacha. Lily liked the 
llama’s fluffy fur. 
“Good to meet you as well,” Lily said smiling.
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“Let’s make the sun shine on Machu Picchu. If 
we can get together over the altar, we can begin!” 
Pacha said.
“Is that a sun clock?” Lily asked.
“That is the ritual stone,” Pacha said pointing 
down to what looked like a large old stone 
sundial. “The Sun is sacred to Inca culture. The 
Inca were also great astronomers. We could tell 
the time of year by the shadow that the stone 
cast.”
“Amazing!” said Lily. 
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The balloons formed a tight group over the Sun 
Stone. Lily noticed Bunny Pete in his basket 
wearing a chullo; his passenger was a lady bunny 
wearing an elaborate hat and holding a pale gold 
sceptre. Bunny Ben perched atop his balloon, 
and he was wearing a very fancy headdress with 
feathers radiating from all sides. It made Lily think 
of the sun. The lovely lady bunny climbed up to 
the top of Bunny Pete’s balloon. 
“Bunny Ben is playing the role of Inti, the Sun. He 
is going to help us to summon the sun. We also 
need the Moon, and so our friend Cora is going 
to play Mama Quilla, the Moon. Now, all we have 
to do is close our eyes and think of warmth and 
light,” Pacha said. “Open your eyes when you 
feel the warm sun on your face.”
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Lily and her friends followed Pacha's instructions. 
It did not take long before Lily’s face felt warm. 
She opened her eyes and to her surprise saw the 
mist lifting upward to the sky in beautiful rainbow 
drops. Out of the forest poured beautiful birds 
and other animals including a bear that looked 
as though she were wearing spectacles. The sun 
shone down on the altar, and a beautiful perfectly 
straight shadow appeared. 
Looking around, Lily could see that all the 
buildings were intact and shining. “Machu Picchu 
is safe,” Pacha said. “And that is how it will 
remain thanks to you!”
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Lily sat with Kitty Tabby and their new friends 
eating lucumas, sweet and juicy fruits that they 
had harvested from the trees. Lily watched the 
soft mists playing over the forest below Machu 
Picchu. She smiled at the hummingbirds and 
other critters playing in the sun. It was a beautiful 
sight. Lily felt warm and happy thinking that she 
had helped to save the mysterious and beautiful 
Machu Picchu.

Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more love and joy to the 
world?
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