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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Hullo there 
Lily! My name is Beatrix, and we have been 
waiting a long time for you. You are the chosen 
one for the important missions we have ahead of 
us. These missions will heal and save this world 
that we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved helping others and setting things 
right. Lily’s best friend Kitty Tabby was purring as 
she looked out from the basket. 





“We have to rush off to Greece, Athens to be 
exact.” Balloon Beatrix said.
“I've always wanted to see Athens! Athena is 
my favorite of the Greek Gods!” Lily was thrilled. 
“That is because she is the Goddess of Wisdom,” 
Balloon Beatrix said. “And you are wise beyond 
your years Lily! Athena is also the Goddess of 
the arts and creativity.”
“What could the great Goddess Athena possibly 
need my help for?” Lily asked. Looking down 
from her basket, Lily could see the warm waters 
of the Aegean Sea and Port Piraeus: they were 
almost there. 
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“Athena is missing,” explained Balloon Beatrix. 
“Athena is not only the goddess of wisdom, 
and the arts but she is the goddess of justice, 
courage, inspiration, law, and even math just to 
name a few. She gives people the wisdom to 
do what is right and just for each other and the 
world. Athena gives us creativity and inspiration 
to help us to figure out ways to use that wisdom 
and make wonderful things. Without Athena to 
help, there is just darkness.” 
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Lily could see that they were approaching the 
Acropolis, where the Parthenon Athena’s sacred 
temple was supposed to be. But it did not look 
the way she thought it would. It seemed dark and 
dismal. 
“That doesn’t look the way it is supposed to,” Lily 
noticed.
“No,” agreed Balloon Beatrix. “Without Athena’s 
wisdom and goodness, the Parthenon is 
shrouded in darkness. Soon it could spread to 
the rest of the world.”
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“How do we get her back?” asked Lily.
“The owl is a symbol of Athena. Owl Orion is here 
to help us. And of course, we have our friends: 
there are Bunnies Ben and Pete, Piggies Gemma 
and Vita. We have some local talent as well 
including Fawn Artemis and Bear Apollo who is 
also a fan of the arts.”
“That's good because we need their help,” said 
Lily as she waved to her friends. Lily noticed that 
the famous Fox Willy was dressed up like Athena 
and wearing an olive crown, which was very 
funny and made her giggle.
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The balloons formed a circle with Owl Orion and 
Fox Willy in the middle. Everyone took a deep 
breath and began to chant: 
"Queen of Athens, Athena we need you,
Please come back to us and bless us all with 
your goodness and light,
Bless us with Courage, Justice, Creativity, 
Wisdom, Inspiration, Strength and Skill, 
Help us to be wiser and more loving to everyone,
Chase away the darkness with your light,
Come home to stay!"
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Suddenly, Fox Willy was wearing his regular 
smart ginger colored outfit. The Acropolis was 
bathed in beautiful blue light. The Parthenon 
was glowing white as new. Inside the Parthenon, 
Athena sat upon her throne dressed as Fox Willy 
had been right down to the olive crown upon her 
head. Owl Orion perched on her shoulder. 
“Thank you for bringing me home,” said Athena 
smiling at Lily and her friends. Then, she nodded 
her head allowing her light to chase away the 
remaining darkness. 
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“Now, Athena can continue to help the world by 
giving her gifts of wisdom, courage, creativity, 
inspiration, and justice.” Balloon Beatrix said 
happily.
“And those gifts will make us all better people,” 
Lily said.
“And better animals as well!” said Kitty Tabby. 
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“Yes, we will all do better for each other and 
the planet with Athena’s gifts,” Lily said as she 
nibbled on fresh baklava.
“We’ll see you later Athens,” said Balloon Beatrix 
as they floated off toward there next destination. 

Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more light and joy to the 
world? 
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