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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Lily, we have 
been waiting a long time for you. You are the 
chosen one for the important missions we have 
ahead of us. These missions will heal and save 
this World that we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved helping others.





“Lots of people are in need of our help,” Balloon 
Beatrix said. “Pack your bag, we are for New 
York!”
“New York?!” Lily was excited because New 
York had so much history and diversity. “What is 
happening in New York?”
“Lady Liberty’s torch has been blown out,” 
Balloon Beatrix explained. “Without her light, then 
the entire city will go dark. Can you imagine no 
light?”
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“But how could that happen?” Lily asked as they 
set off. “I thought her flame was eternal.”
“I am not sure,” Balloon Beatrix said. “But, I do 
know that Lady Liberty is a symbol of many 
things including balance because she is a symbol 
of the equality of all people.”
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“The world needs balance and equality,” Lily said. 
Looking down, she saw they were flying over the 
Atlantic Ocean. “Everything on earth is equally 
important.”
“Right you are Lily,” Balloon Beatrix said. “All life 
needs balance. That is nature.”
“If it were always dark, we might just sleep all the 
time,” Lily said looking down she saw her friend 
Kitty Tabby curled up on her cushion. She was 
happy to think that her kitty was always with her, 
even on an important mission like this one.
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“And it goes beyond just light and dark,” Balloon 
Beatrix continued. “Think about the earth as a 
whole. If there were only land and no water, we 
would all live in a desert; nothing would grow.
How would anything live without water? And of 
course, if the entire earth was nothing but water, 
where would those of us that live on land be? 
Nature as we know it is balanced so that there 
is a way for all life to exist. Without balance, it 
would be a very different story.” 
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“Every part of nature is equally important. That 
goes for people and animals as well. No one is 
more important or necessary than anyone else. 
We are all equal, no matter if we are humans or 
other creatures, plants or animals.”
“And girls and boys?” Lily asked.
“Of course,” said Balloon Beatrix. “Girls and boys 
are equally important as well!” 
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Looking down, Lily saw that they were just 
arriving at New York Harbor and she could see 
the city lights glittering. Although they were 
twinkling, Lily could see that the lights were 
fading already. New York is a massive city, Lily 
thought, imagine if such a place went completely 
dark. And then the entire United States. How 
would anyone know when to wake up if it were 
dark all the time? Also, what about all the flowers 
and trees that need the sunlight. Looking over, 
she could see Lady Liberty. She loved this magical 
statue. Lady Liberty was a powerful woman. Lily 
liked that whoever created this giant statue made 
her into a woman.
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"We have to relight that torch," Lily said, "But how 
can we do it?"
“We are going to bring back her welcoming glow,” 
Balloon Beatrix said. “We are enlisting some help 
from Puppy Abe and Squirrel Martin, two native 
New Yorkers as well as a special friend who has 
a helicopter. Bunnies Ben and Pete are coming to 
help, and of course, the famous Fox Willy will be 
suiting up, cape and all.” Lily noticed that Balloon 
Beatrix had magically transformed into another 
balloon. Balloon Beatrix was now rounder and 
her color was a soft blue. Balloon Beatrix’s color 
and shape reminded Lily of a moonstone, all soft 
and glowing.
"Cape and all?" Lily asked.
"You'll see," Balloon Beatrix laughed.
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Lily now noticed that the city lights guttering. If 
New York and then the US went permanently 
dark, it would be a catastrophe. She again 
thought about all of the people, animals, 
flowers, and trees. What could live in permanent 
darkness? We really must relight that torch, Lily 
thought.
“Hullo Lily,” Bunny Ben called from his balloon. 
“This is Puppy Abe, and this is Squirrel Martin.” 
“Good to meet you,” Lily called back. Kitty Tabby 
waved at Bunny Ben and their new friends. Next, 
Lily noticed a helicopter heading their way. Flying 
alongside was a superhero that looked very foxy.
“Is that Fox Willy?” Lily called with surprise.
“Hullo Lily,” Fox Willy flew over. “I am at your 
service and ready for duty!”
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“We have the News chopper,” Bunny Pete called. 
“That way, we can share with the world what is 
happening! Meet Raccoon Rachel: she is an 
expert pilot and the best journalist in the United 
States.”
“That is a great idea,” Lily said admiring the 
equally sized black and white bands on Raccoon 
Rachel’s tail. “She can report about the need 
for balance in our world. She can start with the 
need for both light and dark!” Lily supposed that 
there might also be some news coverage about a 
mysterious superhero fox flying over the city.
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“Lady Liberty’s magic torch is dark,” Raccoon 
Rachel announced facing a camera that was 
attached to the news chopper. “With her torch 
dark, our city and our nation face a crisis of 
inequality. There needs to be balance in our 
world! It is imperative that we all contribute its 
restoration! It is up to everyone to help to restore 
the light!”
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Lily thought Raccoon Rachel’s words were very 
compelling. She hoped that everyone who heard 
them would feel the same way. But how can we 
relight that torch? She thought. Looking down, 
she noticed that people were coming outside 
their houses and apartments. Everyone in New 
York appeared to be looking at Lady Liberty and 
her dark torch. Lily thought about the magic Love 
Stars. Love Stars might work here too! She told 
her friends about her idea, and everyone agreed 
that it was a good one. She also asked a favor of 
Raccoon Rachel.
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Lily and Kitty Tabby made a small torch. 
Everyone including Superhero Fox Willy formed 
a perfect circle around Lady Liberty. Raccoon 
Rachel took her position in front of her News 
camera and made an announcement:
“All friends, girls and boys human and animal, we 
need your help to restore balance and equality 
to our great city. Please join hands and chant 
with us. No matter who you are, everyone’s voice 
matters!”
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Next while looking up at the glittering stars, 
everyone in the balloons and on the ground 
began to chant:
“Twinkle Twinkle our special stars, 
Our love for you is never far,
It is up to every one of us,
Bring back our Lady’s light,
So that she will glow again,
Making equality for all shine bright!”
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Suddenly, Balloon Beatrix began to glow brighter, 
her color nearly matched the love stars! Lily was 
so surprised, she nearly fell out of her basket! 
Balloon Beatrix’s glow attracted the stars to come 
down to Fox Willy and their friends. Next, Fox 
Willy guided the stars to light up Lily’s torch which 
she used to relight the fire of Lady Liberty. The 
light shone brighter than it ever had and lit up the 
entire harbor. Lily thought she saw Lady Liberty 
smile, but couldn’t be sure because Lady Liberty 
was a statue after all.
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“Darkness has been conquered!” Raccoon 
Rachel announced joyfully. “Thank you, friends: 
you were all equally responsible for this heroic 
victory! You have all proved that every single 
voice counts! And that we all matter!” 
“We did it!” Fox Willy said as he whizzed over to 
Raccoon Rachel.
Lily listened to the cheers and songs rising up 
from the people in the city. It was a beautiful and 
joyful sound. Lily also noticed that many children 
were pointing up at all the balloons, or they might 
have been pointing at the flying Fox Willy. 
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As they listened to the continued singing and 
cheering, Lily and her friends sat atop Lady 
Liberty’s crown: each friend was eating a 
different treat. Lily was eating a cupcake; Fox 
Willy was eating a slice of apple pie. Raccoon 
Rachel was nibbling on baklava while Puppy 
Abe was munching on a Linzer torte and Kitty 
Tabby enjoyed a creme brûlée. Lily smiled as she 
watched all her friends enjoying different treats 
from all over the world. She liked the idea of a 
place where people from everywhere could come 
together and be equally important. Lily felt warm 
and happy looking at Lady Liberty’s magnificent 
glowing torch. It made Lily proud to be a girl, just 
like the colossal Lady Liberty.
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Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more love and joy to the 
world?
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