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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Lily, we have 
been waiting a long time for you. You are the 
chosen one for the important missions we have 
ahead of us. These missions will heal and save 
this World that we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved helping others and doing good 
deeds.





“We are off to Rio de Janeiro!” Balloon Beatrix 
said. “Carnival is coming, and the city is in need 
of blessing!”
“Carnival, how exciting!” Lily said. “But why does 
the city need a blessing? Isn’t it blessed already?” 
Lily was thinking of the colossal statue with his 
outstretched arms overlooking the city from atop 
Corcovado Mountain. Lily could not wait to see 
Rio; she had often dreamt of the excitement of 
Carnival in Rio, she hoped she would be able to 
see it! Lily looked down and watched the Atlantic 
Ocean from her basket. Lily’s friend Kitty Tabby 
who was also riding in the basket was nodding 
her head in agreement.
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“Well, Lily,” Balloon Beatrix explained. “Carnival 
is the most important festival in Brazil, and the 
largest of it’s kind in the world. An event like 
that attracts a massive amount of people to Rio. 
These people come from all over the world to 
experience such a festival. That is a huge number 
of people crowding into one place, and all those 
people create a lot of mess and pollution for one 
city to handle! The blessing is needed to make 
the city and all the surrounding areas clean and 
healthy. Our blessing will also help the Carnival 
to be all the more glowing and merry.”
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“That makes sense,” Lily said. Looking out, she 
could just see the Copacabana: they were almost 
there. “How will we be delivering this blessing?”
“That won't be too difficult,” Balloon Beatrix said. 
“With us will be the Bunnies Ben and Pete, as 
well as our Fox Willy! And some extra special 
friends are visiting from the Amazon rainforest. 
These friends know very well the importance of 
clean air!”
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They were now approaching Corcovado and Lily 
could see the other balloons. She could see that 
in one of the balloon baskets were three beautiful 
macaws. One was powder blue, one was the 
vibrant blue of a hyacinth flower, and one was the 
brightest scarlet Lily had ever seen. 
“Hullo! I love macaws!” Lily laughed. She always 
felt the need to tell them that she loved them. 
They were her favorite creatures.
“Arrrruugkkk! Olá Lily!” the birds called. They 
made such a funny noise for such magnificent 
birds.
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“Are you going to help us bless Rio de Janeiro 
and Carnival?” Lily asked.
“Yes, we are! We all have to do our best to keep 
the planet clean,” the powder blue bird called. 
“And that includes our cities!” Lily giggled at the 
funny sound of the parrot’s voice.
“So true,” Balloon Beatrix said. “There are many 
different forms of pollution; it dirties our air, land, 
and waterways, no matter where, it all needs to 
be cleaned up. Cities always have pollution, and 
with so many people visiting Rio, there will be 
more than usual.”
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As they were floating over the statue, Lily saw 
that a balloon carrying the Bunnies Ben and 
Pete had arrived as well as the beloved Fox 
Willy! Kitty Tabby waved at a balloon filled with 
cats. Everyone had dressed in festive costumes 
with bright colors and sparkles that reflected the 
sunlight and created a lovely glamour. 
They noticed that Carnival had just begun. “Ze, 
Chico, and Dorothea are going to lead a special 
Samba that will help to bless the city and clean 
up the pollution,” Balloon Beatrix explained. 
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When everyone had taken their position, the 
macaws flew back and forth to each balloon 
handing out maracas to everyone. Once all the 
friends had their maracas, it was time to start. 
Everyone started to shake the maracas and 
began to dance to the rhythm. The maracas 
made a delightful noise. The sound went well 
with the music that was rising from the Carnival 
crowd below! There was incredible energy in 
the air. Lily felt an excited feeling that something 
extraordinary and wondrous was about to start! 
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“Now, sing with us, dear friends!” Chico, the 
hyacinth blue macaw, squawked. Lily giggled at 
the funny sound: she could help it! 
Everyone shook the maracas and began to sing: 
“Pollution on land, in water and air makes us all 
cry, 
We send a blessing to help this city and keep it 
clean, 
That is what is best for us all,
Now go away pollution,
And blessings for Rio will fly, Rio Fly!”
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Suddenly, the sun seemed to shine brighter, and 
a warm glow shone over the city. All the litter 
from the revellers began to float up in the air as 
though there was no gravity at all. The air filled 
with sparkles and glitter of every color that Lily 
could imagine. The people on the ground began 
to sing loudly and joyfully “Fly, Rio Fly!”
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With a ‘Poof!’, the litter turned into flower petals, 
and the air filled with the sweetest scent that 
Lily could imagine. A gentle breeze swirled 
throughout the entire city and beyond. Up flew 
the new flower petals glowing in the sunshine 
filling the sky with color. Lily reached out and 
caught one. It was amazing to imagine that it had 
been a piece of litter only a few seconds ago and 
now, it was a thing so delicate and beautiful. 

-33-





A gigantic rainbow stretched from the statue 
on Corcovado all the way over the city. The 
sounds and songs of Carnival were filling the 
air. Everyone on the ground and in the balloons 
continued to sing “Fly! Rio Fly!” And the flower 
petals flew up to the sun on their breeze. Looking 
down, Lily noticed that Rio de Janeiro was 
gleaming and glistening in the sunlight as though 
it had just been cleaned and polished. It was 
magnificent!
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Lily and her animal friends sat on Corcovado 
watching Carnival from the mountain. They were 
all eating açai and drinking maracajá juice which 
was delicious and refreshing. Lily loved the view 
from their seat. She felt proud that their blessing 
had had such a magical effect on so many 
people. The rainbow was still glowing, and the 
breeze blew the flower petals back and forth in 
the different colors. 
“That was truly magical,” said Ze, the powder 
blue macaw. “Pollution affects everything 
and everyone. Removing it and turning it into 
something beautiful not only helps the city, but it 
also helps the world.”
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“I wish we could bless every city that way,” said 
Lily. “Can you imagine a world without pollution?” 
“I believe that you can and you will,” said 
Dorothea, the scarlet macaw. She was holding 
a spoon in her hand and scooping the açai off it 
with her tongue. Lily thought she looked funny 
doing that. And adorable.

Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more love and joy to the 
world?
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