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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!
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Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Hullo there 
Lily! My name is Beatrix, and we have been 
waiting a long time for you. You are the chosen 
one for the big missions we have ahead of us. 
These missions will heal and save this world that 
we love from disappearing.”
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved helping others. Lily laughed as 
she noticed her dear friend Kitty Tabby sitting on 
the edge of Balloon Beatrix’s basket. 





“We have a very special mission, in a beautiful 
place, I think you will love it.”
“And where is this special place that we are 
going?” asked Lily.
“Today we are going to Portofino,” Balloon Beatrix 
explained. “It is in Italy on the Ligurian Sea, so 
grab your cozzy and a towel.”
“Oh, splendid! I have wanted to visit the sea,” Lily 
said. “I want to swim with dolphins, whales, and 
fishes!”
“I like fishes too!” Kitty Tabby said smiling. Lily 
petted Kitty Tabby between her ears.
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“I am glad that you love sea creatures because 
they are the ones that need your help,” Balloon 
Beatrix said. “You see, the Bay of Portofino 
is blocked in by large rocks, this makes it 
challenging to swim in and out of the bay for sea 
creatures. And then there are the fishermen who 
use nets. The nets catch more than just fish: they 
catch whales, dolphins, and even turtles, all of 
which have to come up for air and can’t do so if 
stuck in a net. So you see, Lily, this is quite an 
important mission.”
“It certainly is,” Lily agreed. “Hold on Portofino! 
We’re on our way!” 
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In a flash Lily, Kitty Tabby and Balloon Beatrix 
were sailing above the Bay of Portofino.
“The water is so blue! How lovely,” said Lily. 
There were all sorts of boats floating about in 
the bay. Lily’s favourites were the sailboats with 
their brightly colored sails. She also noticed the 
houses and buildings with their brilliant colors. 
From their height, Lilly thought that Portofino 
looked like a beautiful tiny toy seaside town. Lily 
waved to her friends Piggy Gemma and Piggy 
Vita wearing matching swimming costumes 
and there was the famous Fox Willy was in his 
balloon also sporting some very stylish swim 
trunks. Lily noticed white gulls flying around, no 
doubt looking for fish to eat. The birds gave Lily a 
great idea. 
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Lilly handed out crayons and little pieces of heart-
shaped paper to everyone in their balloons. Then 
they wrote a note: 
Dear Fishermen friends,
We love you for working so hard to feed us,
But please be mindful of our other sea dwelling friends,
They too become entangled in your nets and need your 
help,
Please show your love for them and use fishing poles 
instead, it may take longer, but will keep them safe, 
Then we can all live and love on land and sea,
Many thanks and much love,
Your Balloon Friends
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Next, Lily called the birds and gave each bird 
one of the little valentines and instructed them to 
deliver the notes to the fishermen. After the birds 
set off, Lily and her friends donned snorkels and 
fins and dove into the bay. 
While the birds were delivering the love notes to 
the fishermen, Lily and her friends (except Kitty 
Tabby who did not like to swim) swam down to 
the nets and carefully snipped the nets releasing 
the sea critters that had accidentally become 
snagged. After liberating their sea friends, Lily 
and her friends sewed up the nets making the 
holes smaller so that the sea creatures would not 
get caught up in them again. 
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The fishermen agreed to use fishing poles and 
safer nets as they loved the other sea creatures 
as well and felt very sorry for hurting them. The 
sea creatures, grateful to Lily and her friends 
performed a beautiful sea parade, complete with 
whales splashing, dolphins dancing and turtles 
spinning in the water. Lily loved swimming with 
the sea creatures as she had always wanted to 
do! 
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When finally it was time to return home, Lily 
waved to both the fishermen and the sea 
creatures as she ate her delicious pacciûggio 
ice cream. It was a perfect treat to end a perfect 
day. Lily looked forward to returning to Portofino 
and again swimming with her new sea creature 
friends! 

Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more love and joy to save 
the world? 
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