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Lily is a brave, happy, and curious little girl. She 
loves to walk in the rich green forest and climb 
her favorite path up the most beautiful mountain. 
Her favorite sound is bird song. Lily loves these 
things so much that she goes on such adventures 
every day that she can.
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One day, as Lily was on her walk she noticed a 
small rock under which something bright shone 
from under it. As she turned over the rock she 
discovered a bunch of the most beautiful colorful 
balloons that she had ever seen. 
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Lily felt a magical feeling come over her. She 
picked up her new treasures and took them along 
with her, blowing them up as she walked along 
on her path. It was the loveliest day ever, the sun 
was shining so bright and the clouds looked like 
fluffy cotton candy. 
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From her mountaintop, Lily looked out over the 
world below and at the clouds above and thought 
what fun it would be to fly. Lily closed her eyes 
and made a wish that everyone in the world could 
be as happy as she was. 
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Suddenly, she felt her feet leave the ground. 
Surprised, Lily opened her eyes to discover that 
she was no longer holding a bunch of balloons 
but was instead standing in the basket of the 
most beautiful air balloon she had ever seen. 
She was flying! Lily knew she was going 
somewhere special!





-13-

Suddenly, the balloon spoke to her: “Lily, we have 
been waiting a long time for you. You are the 
chosen one for the important missions we have 
ahead of us. These missions will heal and save 
this World that we love from disappearing.” 
“Please to meet you! What sort of mission do we 
have Balloon Beatrix?” Lily asked, “And where 
are we off to?” Lily adored adventure, especially 
when it involved helping others. 





“Our mission is crucial Lily!” Balloon Beatrix said, 
“The animals of Africa desperately need our help. 
The famous Fox Willy has hitched a ride with us 
today.”
“Africa has some of the most endangered 
animals in the world, Balloon Beatrix,” Lily said. 
“We must help them. What is happening and 
how can I help?” Lily said shaking Fox Willy’s 
paw. They started speeding off. Lily could not 
remember ever going this fast! 
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“A massive flood is coming to the African 
planes in Tanzania. All the animals that live in 
the lowlands areas are at risk,” Balloon Beatrix 
hurriedly explained. “We need to think of a safe 
place for them and then get them to that place. 
Our friend Kitty Tabby has headed off already to 
meet up with an indigenous cat to try to gather all 
of the animals together.”
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Lily thought, where is a safe place to hide from 
a massive flood?  She looked down and saw that 
they were already flying over the Indian Ocean. 
She could just see the Tanzanian coast. They 
really were going fast! Looking out at the sea, 
Lily could see two massive tidal waves headed 
toward the shore. No wonder we are going so 
quickly,  Lily thought, and we have to come up 
with a plan immediately.  Looking back toward the 
coast Lily noticed a gigantic mountain. Lily had 
an excellent idea.
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“What is that mountain?” Lily asked Balloon 
Beatrix.
“That is Mount Kilimanjaro,” Balloon Beatrix 
said. “That is the largest mountain in Africa. It 
was originally a volcano with three cones but 
has been dormant for as long as anyone can 
remember. It is also rumored by local people to 
have magic powers.”
“I know how we can save the animals,” Lily said. 
“We are going to need a lot of help because there 
are a lot of animals that will need to be rescued.” 
They were now flying over the lowlands, and Lily 
could see animals grazing on the ground.
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“We will have lots of help,” Balloon Beatrix said. 
“Every one of my balloon friends will be there. 
For a mission this urgent and important, we need 
everyone to pitch in! What is your idea?”
“We need to get every animal that is in the 
lowlands to Mount Kilimanjaro, and surely they 
will be safe from the flooding there.”
“A brilliant idea Lily,” Balloon Beatrix said. “I will 
summon our friends.”

-23-





In a flash, they were with the other balloons. 
Balloon Beatrix was correct: everyone was there. 
Lily waved to Bunnies Ben and Pete and her 
friend Kitty Tabby who was with another cat in their 
very own balloon. Lily also saw Bear Belle and 
the heroic Beaver twins Brunhilde and Baldhart. 
She felt glad to see all her friends had arrived to 
help. Lily shared her plan with her friends. 
“That is a perfect idea, Lily,” Kitty Tabby called 
from her balloon. “This is my friend Auni, and he 
is an African Sand Cat, we will make sure that all 
the cats, big and small know what to do.” 
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Quickly, the balloons spread out to all of the 
surrounding areas. Lily and her friends spread 
the message to all the animals encouraging them 
to make their way up to Mount Kilimanjaro. Most 
of the animals quickly headed to the mountain. 
Some needed some extra help. That was no 
problem because Lily had handed out magic 
slings to all the balloons to help animals that 
were unable to move as fast as the others. 
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Using their slings Lily and her friends were 
able to lift challenged or disabled animals to 
safety. From every direction, animals flocked to 
Mount Kilimanjaro and made their ways up the 
mountain. Lily had never seen so many animals. 
There were giraffes, lions, cheetahs, leopards, 
wildebeests, elephants, monkeys, gorillas, kudus, 
dik diks, rhinos, antelopes, gazelles; there were 
even crocodiles! Birds who could fly flew to the 
mountain and landed in trees while ostriches ran 
as fast as they could. Fox Willy used a carrot on 
a pole to lure a wayward giraffe who appeared a 
bit confused with all the excitement into his sling. 
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Just as the last giraffe was being helped onto 
the mountain, the floodwaters hit the lowlands. 
Everyone watched from Mount Kilimanjaro as the 
flood spread around the mountain. Lily wondered 
what would happen now that the lowlands were 
flooded. 
“Thank you so much for saving all of us. Without 
you and the balloons, many animals would not 
have been able to make it to safety,” said Johari, 
a gorilla who had helped many animals get up 
the mountain and out of the way of the flood. 
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“There is so much precious life here, and it would 
be a shame to lose any of it,” Lily said. “But what 
about the flood, now that everyone is here on the 
mountain?”
“Everything will be alright,” said Johari. “We have 
plenty of food for all here on this mountain. If we 
conserve our resources, we can all stay here for 
a very long time.” 
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“And, floodwaters always recede,” said Auni. 
“When that happens we can all go back down to 
the lowlands.”
“And when the floodwaters do leave the lowlands, 
the land will be more fertile and lush than it was 
before,” said Johari. 
“That is good to know,” said Lily. “I was worried 
about that.” 
Lily was happy to have been able to save all 
of the animals from the flood. She knew that 
because so many of them were endangered 
that every single life counted and was glad have 
contributed to saving them. 
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“We did something great and important today,” 
said Balloon Beatrix as they floated off at a much 
more leisurely speed.
“I know,” said Lily. “I hope that everyone learns 
how special and magical these creatures are 
here and everywhere.” 

Now, it’s your turn. Where will you take Lily and 
her friends on their next mission? What will you 
have them do to bring more love and joy to save 
the world?
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