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Dear Donors and Supporters,

I am thrilled to share on January 8, 2021 Brain Matters Brain Cancer Charity was approved to 
be officially recognized as Brain Cancer Canada.  This is an enormous achievement for our 
cause!

I would like to highlight our successes over the last five years and thank you all for your 
tremendous support. To date we have raised close to $600,000, with 100% of net proceeds 
directed to neurosurgical technology and advancing brain cancer treatment options. 

These donations have contributed to innovations in neurosurgical care, such as the Stealth 
Autoguide Cranial Robotic Guidance Platform, for the Department of Neurosurgery at  
St. Michael’s Hospital and to honour the care provided by Dr. Michael Cusimano.  We also 
helped leverage Dr. James Perry’s research at Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre to support 
new trials targeting recurrent glioblastoma. These are just some of the ways our charity is 
changing the landscape for how brain cancer patients are treated.

A very special thank you goes to our lead sponsor Scotia Wealth Management®, which 
believed in our mission and continues to stand by us and support our vision for a future 
without brain cancer. 

Reasons for the name change  
During this unique time of pause, our board members reviewed our charity’s mission and 
goals. We started Brain Matters Brain Cancer Charity because we were astonished by the 
lack of funding and outdated treatment options available for brain cancer patients. How 
could Glioblastoma Multiforme (GBM), the deadliest and most common type of all brain 
cancers, not have a dedicated charity in Canada?

We decided to intervene on behalf of the growing number of brain cancer patients and their 
families to help create a charity that would bring awareness and action for better treatment options. 
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Positioning 
There are several other valuable non-profit organizations which share the common purpose 
of helping to fight brain tumours, however, it became clear that our charity’s name was too 
generic to reflect our goals.  

We chose a name that would clearly convey our charity’s mission: To raise awareness and 
funds for primary brain cancer with 100% of net proceeds directed to: 

• Research
• Technology 
• Treatment
 
The name change will allow us to position ourselves as one of the only national charities 
dedicated to raising funds for primary brain cancer. We are very excited to move forward 
with our rebrand and are confident this will help accelerate our fundraising goals to better 
support our donor recipients. 

Lack of funding is a national problem  
The short-funding issues affecting brain cancer patients exists on a national level, with an 
obligation to reach out to other communities in Canada. Our goal is to increase our area 
of influence to a broader geography; we hope the inclusion of “Canada” in our new name 
helps signal this goal.   

The next several months will bring great change with the rebrand of Brain Cancer Canada:  
A growing Board of Directors, Ambassadors, Volunteers, including the development of a 
Scientific Advisory Committee and so much more.

On behalf of our Board of Directors, we thank you for your support as we continue our journey 
towards a future without brain cancer.

With gratitude, 

Angela Scalisi-Polizos 
Chair 


