
B
M

W
 O

W
N

ERS N
EW

S – A
 PU

BLIC
ATIO

N
 O

F TH
E BM

W
 M

O
TO

RC
YCLE O

W
N

ERS O
F A

M
ERIC

A
O

C
TO

BER  2019

OCTOBER 2019  BMW OWNERS NEWS
www.bmwmoa.org

www.motonation.com877.789.4940 | motonation.com

RIDE in STYLE 
RIDE in STYLE R

ID
E SAFE

RALLY JACKET $
319 | PARADO JEAN $

219

What’s 
better 
than a 

motorcycle 
raffle?

Motorcycles.

 Raffled.

Motorcycles.

 Raffled.

FOUNDATION



SHAD's Cafe Racer Collection
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By Jean Excell  #112063

I AM ALWAYS LOOKING FOR DIFFERENT OPTIONS TO 
carry my gear for moto camping and commuting on my 
2018 R nineT Urban G/S, so when I was asked if I was 
interested in reviewing the SHAD Café Racer Luggage 
system for the R nineT, the gear geek in me was happy to 
give it a go. 

The SHAD SR28 Rear Tail Bag has a capacity of 27 liters 
and includes a waterproof rain cover, a TSA Security Lock, 
three inner pockets for organization, and a shoulder strap 
to carry the bag off the bike. The 
outer material is a Synthetic 
Leather and 1000D Polyester. 

The Tail Bag was a breeze to 
install using the SHAD Quick 
Mounting System. I opted to 
attach the four harness points to 
the screws under the seat, but 
you can also use the Velcro® 
strap version which simply 
wraps around the rear subframe. 
The Tail Bag then slips onto the 
straps using four Trimmer® 
aluminum ionized clips which 
provide a very secure mount. 

The SHAD SR18 Tank Bag has 
a capacity of 8L and includes a 
tank base for easy access to the 
gas tank, a waterproof rain cover, 
and a lockable and glove-
friendly zipper. I secured the bag 
tank base in place using quick 
clips that attach to the frame of 
the bike. The outer material is 
also the Synthetic Leather and 
1000D Polyester. There is an 
inner mesh pocket for electron-
ics and a large padded handle 
for transport off the bike. There 
is also an optional tablet holder that can be added on top.

The SHAD SR38 Saddle Bag has a capacity of 10L and 
attaches using the SR18 Saddle Bag Holder fitting kit, 
which attaches using three screws to the bottom side of the 
seat pan. This installation proved to be a bit more difficult, 
as the fitting kit bracket did not work with my Rizoma 
Rear Rack. The rack would have had to be removed to 
attach the fitting kit and since this would have involved 

SHAD's Cafe Racer Collection

removing the tail lights to get the rack back off, I opted to 
leave my rack on. The bag is only available for the right side, 
as the exhaust on the left side prevents having a matching 
set, but this would provide for an additional 10L of storage. 
The bag also locks to the frame and has a roll down top 
closure.

In order to give the system a full review, I used it for nearly 
a month of commuting, weekend day rides and trips to the 
grocery store. I have to say the system as a whole worked 

very well and provided ample 
storage for the trips that I took. I 
was most impressed with being able 
to put my helmet in the rear tail 
bag, as I like to be able to store my 
helmet on the bike, and with the 
locking tail bag this was quick and 
easy. Though the tail bag itself does 
not lock to the bike, at least the 
helmet is out of sight. I was also 
able to commute and keep my 
laptop and office gear secure in  
the tail bag. 

Would these bags be able to 
accommodate a full weekend of 
moto camping gear including a 
tent, sleeping bag and Kermit chair? 
No, but that is not what they are 
intended for. I was lucky enough 
not to hit any rain, so I cannot attest 
to the performance of the rainproof 
covers, but they were made of 
quality materials that should stand 
up to the elements. 

The styling of the bags in my 
option would be better matched to 
the R nineT Scrambler with its 
brown leather seat, but I did get 
many compliments on the overall 

appearance of the bags.
Overall, for the quality, functionality, style and price point 

of these bag, I give the system a thumbs up!
MSRP for the gear is $199.99 for the SR28 Rear Tail Bag, 

$99.99 for the SR18 Tank Bag, $126.99 for the SR38 Saddle 
Bag, and $117.99 for the SR18 Saddle Bag holder. For more 
information, visit your local dealer or www.shadusa.com. 
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