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(TESTED)
over The pasT few months, I have come 
to appreciate the “Gran Turismo” quality 
of the BMW C650GT just as well as the 
commuter-scooter quality. With that 
in mind, I decided to add to the long-
range storage capacity with a matching 
topcase. 
 The new Shad SH48 topcase fit 
my wish list. The slight 
tapered shape from back 
to front enhances the 
aerodynamic look without 
compromising space for 
the two helmets and the 
size does not overwhelm 
the bike like some larger 
cases can. Plus, I have to 
admit, the optional black 
carbon fiber cover gave it 
just the right visual punch. 
The case comes in matte 
black, with many optional 
color panels available for 
the case lid. So, while the 
obvious choice for the 
scooter was the titanium panel, I also 
chose the carbon fiber cover for maximum 
future use with different motorcycles. The 
designation “48” tells you it’s 48 liters in 
capacity, and can accommodate two full 
face helmets. At a tad over 8 pounds, the 
case is lightweight, too.
 A universal mounting kit with base 
plate comes with the case; the C650GT 
requires an additional Shad Top master 
three-point mounting bracket. I found 
the installation couldn’t be easier. On 
each of the two C650GT passenger grab 
rails, there is a threaded mounting point 
under a small removable button. The 
third point is under the BMW roundel at 
the back. The Top master bolts to these 
three threaded locations. The universal 
mounting plate bolts to the Top master 
bracket. The total install took about 15 
minutes from beginning to end and you 
could easily remove it in the future, put-
ting the original BMW 
pieces back in. 
 While most topcases 
are convenient to use, 
the Shad has an easy to 
use lock system that is 
way ahead of most in the 
aftermarket. Most signifi-

cantly, it does not require a key to open 
the case, if you have chosen not to lock 
it. If it looks familiar to the new BMW 
system, that’s because Shad is OEM for 
many of BMW’s luggage systems. The lock 
has a three-position key setting. First set-
ting at 12 o’clock is locked; second setting 
at 3 o’clock is unlocked; third setting at 5 
o’clock is release. In the lock setting, the 
case can neither be removed from the bike 
nor opened. In the unlocked position, you 
can access the contents, but the case can’t 
be removed from the mount. Pressing in 
on the lock, the fold-out handle moves, 
and there is a lever to open the lid. No 
key is required. In the release position, 
the lock panel moves forward to release 
the case from the mount. Push forward 
on the key panel and turn the key to lock 
the case to the mount.
 Easy on the wallet was the final crite-
ria and the Shad SH48 more than held its 

own here. While perhaps 
being more convenient to 
get a BMW topcase keyed 
to the ignition and have 
only a single key, the price 
was much more for the 
BMW’s smaller 35-liter 
case.  —allen Cohen

SHAD SH48 Topcase
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+ Specs: 48-liter
+ Features: Universal mounting, 

interchangeable colored cover
+ Size: 12.2h x 24w x 18.1d”
+ Weight: 8.2 lb.
+ Price: $285, mount $57, 

backrest $60, CF-look cover $75
+ Info: shadusa.com


