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an authorized Indian Motorcycle dealer.
I didn’t go that route yet because the 

registration number is a one-time deal, and 
I might be adding a performance air fi lter in 
the future that and could affect the calibra-
tion. (I’m told that K&N should have a part 
number available by the time this issue 
drops in March).

But I did put the Scout up on our 
in-house Dynojet 250i for some numbers. 
With OEM exhaust, the Scout was good for 
88 hp and 64.8 pound-feet of torque. The 
Straights actually cost 1.6 hp at the peak 
and gained a fraction in torque. Basically 
a wash, but remember this is without the 
recalibration. The Scout was due to go 
back to Indian’s fl eet center for some other 
updates at our deadline, and should come 
back with the performance tune installed. 
We’ll lash it to the dyno and try again. 

Even if the results aren’t there, at least 
the installation is do-it-yourself simple. 
Indian suggests allotting the project 40 
minutes start to fi nish. I say that includes 
a 10-minute break. The Straights are a 
tad slimmer than the stockers, which is 
defi nitely a plus. No more black end caps, 
another plus. And the Indian logo on the top 
tube makes the slip-ons look more factory 
than the originals. On the shop scale 
there was less than a pound of difference 
between the two sets. And the sound? 
Well, I fi nd myself revving the engine for 
no reason but to hear it. Yeah, that’s just 
the cruiser in me I guess, until the novelty 
wears off.

So what’s next for the Scout? Well, I still 
have a couple unopened boxes from Indian 
that contain more bits from the exhaustive 
accessories catalog. I plan to try them out 
before stepping a little farther out of the 
box. Stock may not suck, but I’d still rather 
be modded!
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Without the ECU re� ash (a “Calibration Card” 
is included with the purchase of the Straights 
slip-ons), performance between stock pipes 
and Straights slip-ons was unchanged. We’ll 
recalibrate the Scout and re-dyno next month 
to see what improvement, if any, the new 
exhaust delivers.
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and it’s not because of rock salt on the 
roads (the state generally uses less corro-
sive calcium magnesium acetate and/or 
sand) but the effect of mud and muck that’s 
found on pretty much every street this time 
of year. The wet grit kicks up onto fenders, 
wheels, engine parts…you name it. And it’s 
a royal pain to clean off.

Frustrated with those coin-operated 
washes, I’ve resorted to ordering the 
Complete Bike Wash Kit from Harley (avail-
able at Harley dealers; $50), hoping to 
remove some of the caked-on gunk that 
accumulates even after just one ride. The 
kit comes with a concentrated cleaning 
solution, bug remover, wash mitt, Bug Eater 
Sponge, detailing cloth, and a drying towel. 

After several hours with a bucket and 
hose and lots of elbow grease, the bike is 
looking noticeably shinier, with chrome 
now restored to gleaming status and 
the crusty undercarriage reacquiring a 
good part of its formerly glossy self. The 
Bug Remover seems to have melted fl y 
carcasses especially well, or at least way 
better than the standard-issue bike wash 
I’d been using, and now most of the crust 
is gone. Next I’ll probably order the Harley 
Detail and Protect kit, to better seal off 
the Glide’s painted surfaces from envi-
ronmental gremlins. As soon as it stops 
raining, anyway.

Meanwhile, I’ve also added an Oil Level 
and Temperature dipstick with Lighted 
LCD Readout ($150) from the H-D Parts & 
Accessories Catalog, mostly because the 
stock black ’stick wasn’t the easiest thing 
in the world to make out during roadside 
oil checks, and I wanted a more reliable 
gauge of the Road Glide’s oil consumption 
on longer trips. This item’s pretty pricey, 
but so far the gauge has given me far more 
convenient and accurate measurements 
without much fuss. Maybe next on the list 
is a coolant-temp gauge, huh?

Okay, let’s get this out in the open. A 
couple of months ago, I mentioned 

having maintenance done on my Road Glide 
Special, including getting the radiator and 
coolant checked. Naturally, the email lit up 
with Harley owners reminding me that the 
Road Glide, though technically a Project 
Rushmore bike, is still very much air-
cooled. In my defense, I was writing a story 
on the CVO Road Glide Ultra, which is “Twin 
Cooled,” as Harley calls it. Dumb mistake.

Now, about my air-cooled Road Glide. 
I’ve taken to wearing lighter-weight gloves 
to better feel the warmth emanating from 
the Streamliner grips, and that’s upped 
the comfort quotient for my paws, at least 
somewhat. Problem is the lighter mitts 
don’t protect my digits as much from wind-
blast at higher speeds, so it’s not an ideal 
compromise. The bike has a scheduled visit 
to the H-D Fleet Center later this month, 
where techs have promised to diagnose 
the low grip-heat issue. And maybe bolt on 
radiators just to mess with me.

Another compromise worth noting is 
the Zeppelin saddle’s material durability. 
The seat cover’s textured fabric portion is 
now sports a couple of fresh snags in the 
pilot’s section.  Whether it’s fallen victim 
to errant boot heels or prickly keychains 
I can’t be entirely sure, but I’d guess this 
kind of wear probably wouldn’t have 
happened as easily with a leather or vinyl 
saddle. Coincidentally, Harley has just 
listed a vinyl-topped version of the Road 
Zeppelin ($740) in its online catalog, so 
there are other options.

What else… Oh, yeah, winter. Oregon’s 
soggiest season can be brutal on bikes, 

Harley-Davidson 
Road Glide Special

WRIST: Andy Cherney
MSRP (2015): $23,699
MILES: 7,235
MPG: 41
MODS: Fancy new dipstick,
H-D bike wash kit
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How convenient is that? KTM is kind 
enough to incorporate two power taps into 
the Duke’s wiring harness. Other KTMs 
(dating all the way back to the 950s) offer 
these hook ups as well, though locations 
may differ depending on the model. 

isn’t exhibiting the malady yet—so as far as 
I’m concerned it’s still a mystery.

Next on the agenda was a GPS install. 
Specifi cally, TomTom’s new Rider, a motor-
cycle-specifi c system that looked like it 
would fi t in the 1290’s minimal cockpit. 
Installation is uncomplicated; the biggest 
challenge was fi nding a source of power. 
A TomTom-provided cable offers plenty of 
length, and pre-stripped ends make adding 
connectors easy, but fi nding power was a 
little tricky. 

Boss-man Cook directed me to the 
helpful pages of superduke.net, which 
in this case had concise and specifi c 
instructions for where to fi nd KTM’s acces-
sory outlets for power, nestled under a 
subframe spar, beneath the seat and behind 
the battery. In fi ne KTM form, accessory 
power is labeled and fi tted with standard 
female spade terminals for convenience. 

The 1290 went back to the mother ship 
for its second scheduled service, 

admittedly a little bit late, and I learned 
a few interesting things. Included in the 
scheduled maintenance chart (I found it 
at ktm.com) is an estimate for how long 
each service should take a KTM dealer to 
complete—handy for getting a quote and 
checking your dealer’s work. The estimate 
for my KTM’s 15,000-kilometer service 
was 116 minutes, and my local dealer 
quoted me $350. In the end they reported 
the work took 160 minutes, but happily 
the fi nal bill was $363.58; as far as I’m 
concerned 14 bucks is in the ballpark.

KTM’s 15,000-kilometer service is 
extensive, basically involving a front-to-
back check of the bike’s systems, from 
wheel and swingarm bearings to cooling 
and drainage hoses to brake pads and fuel 
pressure. In doing so the dealer alerted 
me to a recall for battery cables, some of 
which were manufactured incorrectly by 
the supplier and installed on some 2014 
1290 Super Duke models. Problems with 
the cables manifest as “bad contact or 
poor connection” with power supply and 
ground connections. Although my 1290 
never displayed any electrical issues, it’s 
worth checking with your dealer if you 
own a 2014 Super Duke.

Lastly, I questioned the dealer about 
any issues with 1290 Super Dukes having 
slop or play in the rear hub, after reading 
complaints/concerns online. They reported 
no such problems with any 1290’s that 
have come through the shop—and my bike 

After confi rming that ACC2 (accessory 
2) offers switched power—as opposed to 
ACC1, which draws from the battery even 
with the key off—I plugged in the TomTom’s 
power supply. (Note: You’ll need your own 
male spade terminals to connect to the 
bike, and test the leads to make sure you 
know which is power and which is ground. 
Also, leave the seat off until the unit is 
mounted to the bar, so the slack in the wire 
can live safely under the seat.)

TomTom provides mounting systems 
from RAM Mounts, one that pinches the 
bar and one designed to mount to the 
clutch reservoir. Neither looked as clean 
as the Handlebar Clamp Base with M8 
Screws (rammount.com; $12/set) that 
take the place of a handlebar pinch bolt 
and allow the mount to hover just over the 
steering stem. Taking care not to pinch 
the wire providing power and allowing the 
bar to swing freely lock to lock, I placed 
the TomTom Rider in a convenient spot in 
the 1290’s cockpit and dived into the setup 
menus. Plan on a few minutes here, too.

I’m surprised at how bulky it is, but 
overall the unit’s fi t and fi nish is impres-
sive. The screen is bright (but darkens 
automatically at night) and the touchscreen 
works with gloves on, both key features. 
Next up will be testing TomTom’s sense 
of direction—it has a “winding routes” 
function I’m looking forward to trying. 
TomTom has an updated Rider system on 
the horizon, so I’ll get familiar with this one 
in order to test the latest and greatest in a 
couple of months.

KTM 1290 Super Duke R

WRIST: Zack Courts
MSRP (2014): $16,999
MILES:  12,710
MPG: 36
MODS: Dealer service, TomTom GPS
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Finally I got out of the offi ce and free of 
the shop to put the V-Strom to a decent 

touring test. The distance wasn’t huge—
400 miles each way—but the situation was 
what you’d call no-frills transportation: 
Ride to the Santa Cruz area from my offi ce 
at about midday, work there for a day and 
a half, and then head home Friday evening. 
If anything determines how good a motor-
cycle is as a traveling mount, this kind of 
gotta-get-there deal will do it.

Naturally, I used the trip to try some 
new accessories. First was Suzuki’s own 
touring windscreen (from Suzuki dealers; 
$235), an option for the base V-Strom 
and standard on the Adventure model. I 
can’t say I’m in love with the looks, but the 
screen, taller and wider than the stocker, 
worked amazingly well. In the lowest of 
three positions—the V-Strom allows you to 
bolt the screen into one of three vertically, 
plus the mounts pivot to three different 
angles—I could easily see over it. Best of 
all, weather protection improves as turbu-
lence decreases. My shoulders and arms 
are still out in the breeze, but my core is 
well protected with this screen.

SHAD’s new SH36 side cases (shadusa.
com; $660 with mounts) are available with 
V-Strom 1000 mounts, so I packed them 
for this trip. In most ways, I really like the 
bags. They’re roomy, at 36 liters each, and 
sized so a full-face modular helmet fi ts 
with ease; the Suzuki pieces 
are 26 and 29 liters each. The 
fi t and fi nish  of the SHAD 
cases are terrifi c, considering 
the parts cost less than half 
of the factory options. Cinch 
straps inside the bags hold 
cargo in place and a handy 
fl oor extends into the opening 

half of the clamshell so your stuff doesn’t 
immediately hit the road when you open 
the bag. The locks are sturdy, and—
behold!—the bags can be left unlocked and 
the key removed. 

My sole complaint is with the mounts. 
Because these are universal bags, they 
are not built to snuggle up to the V-Strom’s 
tailsection. There’s space between the bags 
and the bike, so the bags stick out a bit. And 
along with the fact that the luggage is a bit 
wide anyway, you get an installed width of 
40.9 inches. Suzuki’s own bags are 34.3 
inches wide. Not a problem most places in 
the world, but real mirror-banging trouble 
here in lane-splitting-allowed California.

Because I can’t stop tinkering, I used 
the smallest spacers between the SHAD 
upper mounts and the Suzuki’s subframe 
that I could, even electing to run without the 
plastic trim piece in an effort to move the 
bags toward the bike’s centerline. Then I 
added 1-inch shims to the forward mounts, 
which moved them in a little. For all that 
effort, they measure 40.2 inches across. 

Once I got clear of traffi c and forgot 
about the V-Strom’s bustle butt, it was a 
fantastic trip. The ability to gobble miles 
in a low-key, unassuming manner is the 
Suzuki’s most endearing trait. Good range 
from a 5.3-gallon tank and an average of 
40 mpg (down a little with California’s 
winter gas), a nearly perfect seat, supple 

suspension, and low 
vibration all make for 
a bike you can run 
from fuel stop to fuel 
stop without much 
pain. I returned 
home near midnight 
on Friday, none the 
worse for wear.
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Suzuki 
V-Strom 1000 ABS

WRIST: Marc Cook
MSRP (2014): $12,699
MILES: 9,303
MPG: 40
MODS: New luggage, windscreenNew luggage, windscreen
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SHAD’s SH36 saddlebags are 
much larger than Suzuki’s own 
pieces. Pretty wide, though. 
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