
2021 ALCALA MCLAREN VALE GRENACHE 
Heirloom Vineyards was conceived in vintage 2000, when a young winemaking 
student caught the eye of a silly old wine judge. A love story ensued inspired 
by two vows: To preserve the best of tradition, the old world of wine and 
our unique old vineyards and to champion the best clones of each variety 
planted in the most appropriate sites embracing the principals of organic 
and biodynamic farming. Seven long vintages of trial and error passed before 
Heirloom Vineyards could make a wine that was fine enough to pass on to 
future generations. That is this wine.
This Heirloom Vineyards Grenache was produced from our best McLaren Vale 
vineyard whose clones and viticulture embody the very best in cutting edge 
but old school viticulture and winemaking. Hand tended vines, sorted bunch 
by bunch, naturally open fermented with 50% whole bunch. The wine is aged 
for 9 months in 20% first and second use French oak, with the balance in 
seasoned French oak and stainless steel vats to preserve freshness. 

OUR WINE NOTES 
Grenache can be a simple sip or a symphony of the senses, a moment of 
pleasure or an eternity of contemplation. Only the poet can know, so stop 
thinking and surrender.

COLOUR
Darkish and purplish but with a youthful eye. Thin rim edge. 

AROMA
From East to West: grenache at its best. Dark soy and five spice and Chinese 
rice wine vinegar; cinnamon and musk and cardamon; balsamic and then 
pastis and then English Christmas Cake… Sharp and heightened aromaticity 
but with depth to plumb below. Underplayed complexity.

PALATE
Clean and clear acidity ushers everything else in: round tannins that are at 
once both miniature and everywhere; dark berry fruits that are as cool as the 
cool morning upon which they were cooly picked; and then dry and savoury 
flavours and textures trip in as if all so naturally intended, by some Great 
Clockmaker. This is red wine that has a meaningful weightlessness and an 
elfin heft. Everyone makes grenache this way, don’t they?

OVERALL 
Balance: savoury fruit yet also some dark berry power; acid and tannin; length 
and that lightness on the palate that you have to keep checking - as if it is 
not really real. The perfect red wine for old fashioned sweet ‘n sour duck or 
pork, as it has all the weapons to sway this mouth-coating foodstuff, and to a 
worthwhile and pleasurable end...

Alcohol 14.5% (8.6 Standard Drinks) 
WINEMAKERS Elena Brooks & Rosie Signer 
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