
2019 ALCALA MCLAREN VALE GRENACHE 
Heirloom Vineyards was conceived in vintage 2000, when a young winemaking 
student caught the eye of a silly old wine judge. A love story ensued inspired 
by two vows: To preserve the best of tradition, the old world of wine and 
our unique old vineyards and to champion the best clones of each variety 
planted in the most appropriate sites embracing the principals of organic 
and biodynamic farming. Seven long vintages of trial and error passed before 
Heirloom Vineyards could make a wine that was fine enough to pass on to 
future generations. That is this wine.
This Heirloom Vineyards Grenache was produced from our best McLaren 
Vale Vineyard whose clones and viticulture embody the very best in cutting 
edge but old school viticulture and winemaking. Hand tended vines, sorted 
bunch by bunch, naturally open fermented, basket-pressed and stored in well 
seasoned first use French oak barriques from bespoke coopers.

OUR WINE NOTES 
Grenache can be a simple sip or a symphony of the senses, a moment of 
pleasure or an eternity of contemplation. Only the poet can know, so stop 
thinking and surrender.

COLOUR
Clean dark purple that hints at depth of colour yet remains faintly 
transparent - an indication of what’s to come.

AROMA
Berried, heady and heavily lifted. A rising aromaticity of cherries and 
confectionery; this vital red wine is fresh and musky, exotic and earthy, with 
hints of blackberry and black pepper in the background.

PALATE
The plushness and generosity of the grenache fruit is brilliantly displayed 
across the palate, but it is also brilliantly offset by plating tannins and an 
in-and-out running acidity. All of these qualities crash balletically together 
at the end of the palate, as if a well-practised circus troupe: cherried fruits, 
puckering tannins, and piquant acidity.

OVERALL 
Being part of a broader evolving grenache style, this wine’s perfume and 
fragrance, its deft texture and fresh flavours, bring a refinement to grenache’s 
innate and unabashed muscular fruit. As such it is a wine that is as at home 
with spicy grilled meat, a Spanish white bean stew, or foodstuff with too 
much pepper.
Alcohol 14.5% (8.6 Standard Drinks) 
WINEMAKERS Elena Brooks & Rosie Signer 
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