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FR-1 Bike Saddle



FR-1 Bike Saddle
A cork and titanium bicycle seat.  
The debut product of Frame Cycles.

Key features:

• Moulded cork seat

• Titanium shell and rails

• Durable, weather resistant coating

• Plastic-free product and packaging
 
• Cork parts moulded in Portugal

• Assembly and finishing in Scotland

• Three year warranty

• Available soon from framecycles.com

• RRP £100 / $120 / €120

http://framecycles.com


The FR-1 Bike Saddle is the 
debut product of Frame Cycles - 
a Scottish company founded with 
the mission of creating beautiful, 
sustainble bicycle components 
and accessories.

The FR-1 Saddle harnesses 
cork’s natural properties - 
its light weight, durability, 
cushioning capacity, elasticity 

and water resistance - to 
eliminate the need for polymer-
based materials in a modern  
bike saddle.

To achieve this Frame Cycles has 
been testing different densities 
of cork and formulas of lacquer to 
arrive at a product which is both 
comfortable and hard-wearing.
An excellent strength-to-weight 

ratio makes titanium a natural 
choice for the saddle’s sub-
structure - which comprises 
a stamped titanium shell and 
grade 5 titanium rails.

A water-based lacquer provides 
additional protection and 
weather resistance.

Below:
Frame Cycles’  
FR1 Bike Saddle
with moulded cork 
seat and grade 5 
titanium rails



Above:
The 3D printed 
titanium and CNC 
machined cork 
prototype after two 
years of daily use.

Conceived in 2017, the first 
prototypes of the FR-1 Saddle 
were made from 3D printed 
titanium and CNC machined 
cork. These were completed 
in 2019 and tested over the 
following 24 months.

Production of the FR-1 Bike 
Saddle is now underway.  The first 
25 saddles will be exhibited at the 

hand made bike show Bespoked 
in London in October, 2022.

The FR-1 Bike Saddle will be 
priced at £100 / $120 / €120  
and available from the Frame 
Cycles website (framecyles.com).

http://framecyles.com


Specifications
Weight:  
320g

Rail:  
Grade 5 Titanium Tube Ø7 mm

Materials:  
Moulded reconstituted cork.  
Grade 5 titanium.

Length:  
270mm

Width:  
135mm

Height:  
65mm

Warranty:  
3 years
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About cork farming
Cork farming has been the pride of Portugal 
for generations. Harvested from the bark of 
cork oak trees (Quercus suber), sustainable 
practices have been passed down from father 
to son, mother to daughter. We’re proud to 
support Portuguese cork farmers with our 
first product offering.

Cork oak forests are a vital habitat for a 
diverse ecosystem of animals including the 
Iberian Lynx. Cork farming is a sustainable 
practice that has occurred for generations; 
however the emergence of alternative 
materials in the wine industry has led to a 
decline in cork farming, placing cork forests 
and their dependent wildlife at risk.

At Frame Cycles, we see the use of cork 
in new product areas as a vital way of 
ensuring the survival of cork forests and the 
biodiversity that they support.

Opposite:
Cork is harvested 
from of the 
evergreen oak 
tree Quercus 
suber, which 
grows naturally in 
Southwest Europe 
and North Africa. 
Once mature 
the trees can be 
harvested for their 
bark every nine 
years without harm.



About Frame Cycles
At Frame Cycles we aim to create beautiful, 
sustainable bicycle components and 
accessories from our small workshop in 
Glasgow, Scotland.

I dreamt up the idea of Frame Cycles in 2017 
whilst attending a frame-building course at 
the Bicycle Academy in Somerset. Rather 
than stop at building a bike frame, I wanted to 
create my own version of all the parts required 
to make a functioning bicycle, so that what 
I ended up with was something that I could 
consider entirely my own.

At that time I happened to be liaising with a 
Portuguese cork supplier in my day job as 
a Designer for a high end watchmaker. The 
more I researched the material, the more I fell 
in love with it - and I realised that on account 
of its natural properties, cork would be the 
perfect material for a bike seat.

I approached my friend Matthew MacIndoe, 
an Industrial Designer, to help bring the  
vision to life. It’s taken a number of years, 
firstly to build a prototype we were both 
happy with, and then to test the prototype 
thoroughly by using it daily for 24 months. 
We’ve both had a large number of other 
projects on the go, but this is one we 
kept coming back to, as we felt there was 
something really special here if we could 
make it a reality. I hope other people agree!

- Evan Gray, Frame Cycles
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