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ARES Design Porsche 911 GT3 Targa

High performance versions of Porsche’s iconic 911 have been at the top of the supercar tree for longer 
than most of its rivals care to remember and when combined with the legendary Renn Sport designation 
the results are unfailingly impressive. But what if you wanted, say, a GT3 RS but in a less hard core 
package, perhaps one that would allow wind in the hair motoring? In that case you’d be disappointed as 
this is a machine that Porsche itself doesn’t build.

Enter ARES Design and its ability to handcraft the finest bespoke creations. The brief was simple: to 
build a GT3 RS Targa. But this wasn’t just intended as an optical exercise, the Targa had to pack the 
same stunning performance potential as the GT3 RS Coupe. 
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ARES set about addressing the Targa’s flat-six powerplant and while the 911 Targa 4 GTS on which this 
conversion is based packs an impressive 450PS as standard, it fell short of the GT3 RS’s 500PS. While 
it would have been perfectly possible to tweak the Targa 4’s ECU to match the GT3 RS, ARES wanted to 
take the project to the next level and set about assembling the finest components to realise its potential. 

Upgraded hybrid turbochargers were installed along with an enlarged throttle body from a 991.2 Porsche 
Turbo S, a machine that also donated part of its intake system for the ARES project. Along with a 160-
bar high pressure fuel pump, high performance sports cats and a thorough reworking of the Targa’s ECU 
the results were undoubtedly impressive – 575PS and 675Nm of torque.

To ensure the Targa would have the chassis prowess to match the nigh-on 30 per cent increase in 
power, ARES installed a height-adjustable KW coilover suspension set up along with adjustable top 
mounts, and to ensure it had the stopping power a set of Porsche, Ceramic Composite Brakes were 
installed – 410mm x 36mm at the front with six-piston callipers and 390mm x 32mm at the rear with four-
piston callipers. A Porsche GT3 RS 21-inch alloy wheel set, shod with Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tyres, 
completed the package.

New Porsche OEM GT3 RS body parts were to be added to the package but due to the wider front 
and rear track of the GT3 the Targa’s axles would need to be modified to ensure those stunning GT3 
rims filled the wheel arches convincingly. The widening of the axles was achieved by utilising a blend of 
Porsche components, partly from the GT3 RS and Turbo S models and partly from Porsche’s Motorsport 
catalogue.

The stunning GT3 RS look was realised by the fitment of genuine OEM Porsche parts – front bumper, 
front wings, air ducts, sills, side panels – while at the rear ARES needed to construct a hybrid GT3 
bumper from carbon fibre, carefully fusing elements of the Mk1 and Mk2 GT3 RS bumpers to fit the 
Targa’s body.

As a nod to the past ARES’s interior specialists decided to retrim the seat centres and door panels in 
Porsche Classic ‘Pepita’ houndstooth cloth which endows the high-tech Targa 4 GTS with a visual link to 
iconic Porsches from years gone by.

The finished product is a stunning-looking yet technologically advanced example of ARES Design’s 
innovative approach to bespoke conversions. By carefully utilising the finest components from Porsche 
and combining these with ARES’s cutting edge techniques it has created a stunning one-off Porsche that 
can stand proudly alongside the world’s finest supercars.
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ARES Design 911 GT3 Targa from €300,000 - 400,000
On-sale: January 2018

Prices are indicative only due to the nature of coach-building and the creation of bespoke automotive projects. 
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ARES Design Porsche 911 GT3 Targa
Car description

Base car model year: 2017

Engine type: 6 cylinder Boxer

Displacement [cc]: 2981

Power [Hp]: 575

Torque [Nm]: 675

Transmission: PDK Porsche dual-
clutch transmission 

Suspension: KW Height 
adjustable suspension

Brake: Porsche ceramic composite 
brakes 

Wheels: GT3 RS alloy wheels 21 
inches

Tyres: Front 265/35/r20  
rear 325/30/r21

Maximum speed [Km/h]: TBD

Price [Euro]: 
From €300,000-400,000

Production: 12 weeks

Body: 
•  Hybrid in Carbon Body modification on GT3 RS Original Porsche Parts, 

special production of the rear bumper MK1 and MK2 Hybrid in carbon
•  Parts coming from a Porsche GT3 RS: 

- wings 
- side panels 
- front bumper 
- custom-made rear bumper 
- inner radiator housing fairings 
- air ducts 
- sills

Chassis:
• Carbon fiber and aluminium
 
Interior: 
• Redesign of the interior with Porsche Classic textile cover

Infotainment: 
•  Porsche communication management with a high-resolution touch 

display with integrated proximity sensor which allows simple and 
convenient operations.

Engine upgrade:
•  Upgraded hybrid turbocharger 
• Larger engine throttle body (991.2 from TurboS)
• Engine intake parts of the Porsche 991.2 3.8 Turbo S
• 160 bar high pressure pump for fuel delivery
• High performance sport cats (GT3 RS look tailpipes)
• Software upgrade ECU
• Flap exhaust system including sports catalysts
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