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The luxury vehicle segment is growing faster than ever 
before resulting in an increase in demand for refined 
bespoke automobiles.

ARES creates one-off automotive works of art utilising 
the world’s finest materials, class leading automotive 
designers and engineers and next generation technology. 

ARES was created with the vision to be the leading 
automotive atelier providing its customers with the 
ultimate in bespoke luxury automotive design and state of 
the art engineering.

Exclusivity is ARES’ philosophy. Our client’s needs come 
first, and we offer numerous levels of customisation of 
our products to ensure a true bespoke look, feel and 
functionality.

ARES is led and managed by a team of highly successful 
people, with extensive experience in senior positions 
within the luxury car industry, and who also have proven 
track records in turning start-up ventures into successful 
businesses.

Based in Modena, Italy, “the capital of engines”, in a newly 
renovated state of the art production facility spanning 
15,000 square metres, ARES is strategically located to 
draw inspiration from the automotive heritage of the city.

ARES’ ground breaking designers intelligently blend 
modern creativity, with traditional Italian craftsmanship, 
and German engineering and advance technologies. 

The ARES team takes extreme pride and care in every step 
of the manufacturing process, ensuring that aesthetics 
and performance combine to produce the ultimate in 
automotive excellence. From the most lightweight carbon 
fibre, to the very best in Italian leather, ARES’ highly skilled 
engineers push the limits of what is possible in order 
to create a new level of engine performance and driver 
enjoyment. The result is a bespoke product, with unlimited 
personalisation, tailored to perfection. 

Since its global launch in May 2014, ARES has broadened 
its range of product portfolio to six models including some 
of today’s most popular luxury vehicles which are sold 
directly to customers, or through its global distributor 
network (including flagship showrooms). 

ARES works with proven suppliers of world leading OEMs, 
and all ARES products are fully certified by TUV or DEKRA.

ABOUT ARES
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•  Ultimate in tailored luxury automotive design and engineering
•  Broad range of products including todays most popular luxury vehicles
•  Exclusivity through outsourcing and small scale series

•  Limited number of vehicles per market and globally
•  Exclusive pricing, all vehicles are part of the super-luxury league
•  Additional personalisation and customization options

•  Use of the best materials eg carbon fibre and Italian leather
•  Use of German engineering and advance technologies
•  Vehicles and kits certified by TUV or DEKRA

•  Management with extensive experience in automotive top management.
•  Development, design, marketing and PR by an experienced team of experts, 

with experience at Lotus, Ferrari, Toyota, etc.
•  Production in Modena, the worlds leading premium sports car cluster.

UNIQUE FOCUS

SUPREME EXCLUSIVITY

OUTSTANDING QUALITY

DISTINCTIVE SKILL-SETS

VALUE 
PROPOSITION
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ARES TAKES ICONS OF AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN AND 

DEVELOPS THEM FURTHER. WE MAKE PERFECT CARS  

EVEN BETTER. WE TAKE THEM BEYOND, LIKE NOTHING 

THAT HAS BEEN SEEN BEFORE.

Waleed Al Ghafari, Executive Chairman and Co-Founder
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The leading automotive atelier providing its 
customers with the ultimate in bespoke luxury 
automotive design and engineering

Portfolio that blends modern creativity with 
traditional Italian craftsmanship and German 
engineering and advance technologies

Supreme exclusivity, offering customers  
unlimited personalisation, tailored to  
perfection 

TO BE THE LEADING AUTOMOTIVE 
ATELIER FOR ULTIMATE BESPOKE 
LUXURY AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN 
AND ENGINEERING 

OUR VISION
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PROVEN RECORDS AND  
EXPERTS IN THEIR FIELDS

OUR PEOPLE
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Educated at the University of Sunderland in the UK, Waleed 

Al-Ghafari is a highly-respected business developer and luxury 

expert with a track record spanning over 30 years in diversified 

markets, including telecommunications and software technology, 

hospitality and real estate, across North America, Europe and the 

Middle East.

Between 1983 and 2000, Mr. Al-Ghafari created highly successful 

IT businesses in Kuwait and Canada before relocating to Dubai. 

Since then he has played a crucial role in various merger and 

acquisition activities as well as initial public offerings. He secured 

in excess of $1.4 billion (USD) in capital and business contracts.

In 2001, Mr. Al-Ghafari founded Dubai Pearl, a world-famous, 

$3.3 billion dollar real estate project in Dubai, where his expertise 

gave him an undisputed edge in developing a self-contained city 

with strong business and hospitality elements. In partnership 

with the Kingdom Hotels, he was the Chairman of Dubai Pearl 

Hotel Company, responsible for creating and developing the 

high-end hospitality component within Dubai Pearl as well as the 

Technology Park.

He continued to serve on the board until 2008 when he became 

the Chairman of Digital Planet and the GEE Hospitality Group – 

positions he still holds to this day.

In addition, in 2004 he was a founding member of the Dubai Film 

Festival, which continues to be held annually under the patronage 

of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum. 

From 2005 until 2009 Al-Ghafari was also engaged as Regional 

Consultant with Nokia Networks, securing over $800 million 

dollars within this time.

He joined ARES as Executive Chairman in 2014 and is 

working closely with ARES founder Dany Bahar and the senior 

management to propel the brand forward and secure new 

business opportunities both in the Middle East and in ARES’s key 

markets across the globe.

WALEED AL GHAFARI

05.1
CO-FOUNDER,  
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN
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While studying for his MBA degree in the early ’90s, Dany 

Bahar began his professional sports marketing career in inline-

skating. Bahar then moved on to work for the President of 

the International Roller Sports Federation before joining the 

reputable wealth management company Fritz Kaiser Group in 

Lichtenstein in 2001. As the right-hand man to the owner, he 

took responsibility for some of the company’s most important 

client accounts, including that of Red Bull owner Dietrich 

Mateschitz.

In 2002, Bahar joined Mateschitz at Red Bull GmbH and was the 

main driving force behind their corporate business development 

and branding. During his time at Red Bull, Bahar lead the 

successful diversification of the brand into top-level sports 

such as Formula 1, NASCAR, and football as well as leading the 

creation of Red Bull Media House.

A move to Ferrari followed in 2006, where Bahar took on the 

role of Senior Vice President Commercial and Brand, responsible 

for worldwide car sales and aftersales. In addition, Bahar 

oversaw road car and F1 marketing activities, licensing, and 

merchandising. Bahar’s emphasis at Ferrari was to develop 

products that were client led rather than engineering led, 

ensuring that the needs of the client were paramount.

In 2009 Bahar joined Group Lotus as Chief Executive Officer 

and remained in charge until June 2012. During his time at Lotus 

he increased sales, volume, and turnover by 20 per cent and 

successfully put the brand back on the map both within the 

luxury automotive segment as well as the motorsport industry.

After leaving Lotus in 2012, Bahar started to split his time 

between London and Dubai where he began working on a 

variety of new business projects in the luxury and automotive 

sectors before founding ARES in 2014.

As founder of the company, he works together with his partner 

and executive chairman Waleed Al-Ghafari to redefine what he 

knows best: automotive excellence.

DANY BAHAR

05.2
CO-FOUNDER



ARES . MEDIA KIT 10

After gaining his education in car design at the renowned 

European Institute of Design in Turin, Mihai Panaitescu quickly 

obtained international experience working for Pininfarina in Italy 

and Toyota Advanced Design in Tokyo.

In 2009, Mihai joined Lotus Cars as a design consultant, 

progressing quickly to become the lead designer for their 

production and show car development programs within one year.

Upon departing Lotus in 2012, still only 26 years of age, Mihai 

joined with ARES to become the Head of Design, overseeing all 

design operations as well as production.

MIHAI PANAITESCU

05.3
CHIEF DESIGNER

Leo Birke has a background in car mechanics before taking the 

step into automotive sales, first with Lamborghini and Bugatti, 

later with Aston Martin, Maserati, Rolls-Royce and Ferrari.

Given his extensive experience in the luxury automotive industry, 

Mr. Birke’s in-depth understanding of the needs of an exclusive, 

international clientele led to his appointment as Managing 

Director of ARES performance in 2012.

Working both out of the headquarters in Vienna as well as  

the atelier in Modena, Leo Birke is responsible for overseeing 

international sales and operations at ARES performance.

LEO BIRKE

05.4
MANAGING DIRECTOR

TECHNICAL
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jan - apr
Product R&D and launch, 
strategic partner engagement 
and investment into facilities

may
Global media launch  
of ARES in Florence

2014 2015 2016 2017

jun
Secured first Special 
Vehicle order

nov
ARES at Dubai 
Grand Parade

Shipment of first 
customer cars

jun
Start of renovation  
works on new production  
facility and HQ

jul
Opening of ARES first 
flagship Studio in London

oct

Signed Germany distributor 
agreement with Scuderia 
Motors

mar
Dubai flagship Studio 
opens

SEPT
Opening of ARES 
Munich Studio

DEC
ARES opening of new 
production facility, 
Modena

CORPORATE
MILESTONES
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ARES Atelier for the 
Range Rover

JAN
ARES Atelier for the 
Rolls-Royce Wraith

dec
ARES Design Concept 
for the Mercedes-Benz 
G63 AMG

juL
ARES Design Concept 
for the Ferarri GTC 412

OCT
ARES Atelier for the Isabella Bike

SEPT
ARES Design Concept 
for the Detomaso

2016 2017 2018

jan
ARES Atelier for the 
Mercedes-Benz G-Class

MAR
ARES Design  
Concept for the  
Bentley Brooklands

JUN
ARES Design Concept 
for the Tesla Convertible

MAY
ARES Atelier  
for the 55 Boat

may
ARES Design Concept 
for the Land Rover 
Defender

FEB
ARES Design Concept 
for the Audi R8 Supercar

PRODUCT
MILESTONES

06.1
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ARES STUDIOS

07
PLANNED STUDIO OPENING TIME  
FRAMES IN 2016 AND 2017

MAR 2016
DUBAI, UAE

Q4 2017
HONG KONG, CHINA

Q2 2017
MONACO/CANNES, 
SOUTH OF FRANCE

Q3 2017
MIAMI, USA

may 2017
BEVERLY HILLS, USA

JUL 2015
LONDON, UK

feb 2017
MODENA, ITALY 
FACTORY SHOWROOM

Q3 2017
MOSCOW, RUSSIA

13
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ARES STUDIOS

07 The stunning ARES Ateliers are housed 

within the ARES Studios around the world 

providing clients with a unique and fully 

immersive experience. 

From the ARES Atelier, clients are 

surrounded by the full range of ARES 

bespoke fabrics and textiles. The senses 

are evoked with the touch and scent of 

the world’s finest materials. 

The ARES Design team is on hand to 

guide through and discuss the limitless 

possibilities that lie ahead. 
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ARES STUDIO

07.1
LONDON

One of the most exclusive addresses in 

London’s West End, 77 Piccadilly, Mayfair, is 

home to ARES in the UK. The boutique studio 

showcases ARES atelier approach to luxury 

automobiles and provides ARES discerning 

clientele with the perfect location from which 

to begin their ARES journey. 

15
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ARES STUDIO

07.2
DUBAI

Situated in the Curve Building on Sheikh 

Zayed Road and perfectly nestled amongst 

many of the region’s top automotive brands 

and designers, the ARES Dubai flagship 

studio spans over 12,000 square feet and 

provides an automotive haven for our 

rapidly growing GCC clientele to experience 

ARES bespoke treatment firsthand.

16
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ARES STUDIO

07.3
MUNICH

ARES launched in the German Market in 

September 2016 with a collaboration with 

Munich-based automotive connoisseurs, 

Scuderia Motors GmbH. Located in the 

east of the city, the boutique Munich 

showrooms spans 12,000 square feet 

over two floors showcasing ARES atelier 

approach to luxury cars.

17
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ARES FACTORY

08
MODENA

21
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ARES FACTORY

08 In response to the rapid expansion of the business, ARES began 

moving operations to a new state of the art production facility in 

Modena in April 2016. The purpose designed facility in the centre  

of Italy’s luxury automotive heartland was finished in October 2016.

The high-tech facility has two lines with an annual production 

capacity of 300 vehicles of multiple models. ARES Modena is fully 

equipped with the very latest automotive production machinery 

required for the design, development, testing and production of 

complete bespoke vehicles.

In response to the rapid expansion of the business, ARES began 

moving operations to a new state of the art production facility in 

Modena in April 2016. The purpose designed facility in the centre  

of Italy’s luxury automotive heartland was finished in October 2016.

The high-tech facility has two lines with an annual production 

capacity of 300 vehicles of multiple models. ARES Modena is fully 

equipped with the very latest automotive production machinery 

required for the design, development, testing and production of 

complete bespoke vehicles.

ARES production facility in Modena does justice to our need for 

the very best environment from which to create and produce 

world-class automotive works of art.

MODENA

•  SHOW CAR PROTOTYPE CONSTRUCTION

•  CAR INTERIOR PROTOTYPE CONSTRUCTION

• CAR INTERIORS NICHE PRODUCTION

• “ONE OFF” CARS

•  VEHICLE INTERIOR TRIMMING PRODUCTION

• INTERIOR UPHOLSTERIES

• TRIMMING COMPONENTS

•  RESTORATION OF OLD AND VINTAGE CARS

•  EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR CUSTOMISATION

•  METAL AND COMPOSITE MANUAL PROTOTYPES

• PAINTING

• PROTOTYPE ENGINEERING

•  PROTOTYPING AND ASSEMBLY OF MECHANICAL PARTS

• RAPID PROTOTYPING
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ARES PRODUCT RANGE
ARES CONCEPTS

09
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09.1 ARES DESIGN CONCEPT FOR THE MERCEDES-BENZ G63 AMG
LIMITED EDITION: 25 UNITS AVAILABILITY: DECEMBER 2016
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Base vehicle: Mercedes G63

Body: Fully rebuilt vehicle with Carbon Fibre body panels

Engine: 750 HP including Sports-catalysts and Exhaust system

Interior:  Fully upgraded interior with S-Class dashboard and increased 
rear cabin leg room

Mechanical:  Le-Tech Dual Heavy Duty Damper KW DDC Portal-Axles with 
V-Max to 240 km/X h with electronically adjustable 3-setting 
Suspension system

Delivery time: 12 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES DESIGN CONCEPT 
FOR THE MERCEDES-BENZ 
G63 AMG

09.1
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09.2 ARES DESIGN CONCEPT FOR THE BENTLEY BROOKLANDS
LIMITED EDITION: 15 UNITS AVAILABILITY: MARCH 2017
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Base vehicle: Bentley Mulsanne Speed V12

Body:  Partly rebuilt vehicle with Carbon Fibre roof and body panels 
including new rear and three quarter glass house

Engine: 705 HP including Sports-catalysts and Exhaust system

Interior:  OEM interior

Delivery time: 12 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES DESIGN CONCEPT 
FOR THE BENTLEY 
BROOKLANDS

09.2



ARES . MEDIA KIT 30

09.3 ARES DESIGN CONCEPT FOR THE FERARRI GTC 412
LIMITED EDITION 20 UNITS AVAILABILITY: JULY 2017
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Base vehicle: Ferrari GTC Lusso 2017

Body:  Fully rebuilt vehicle with Carbon Fibre body panels with  
4-door configuration

Engine: N/A

Interior:  Partly upgraded interior

Mechanical: Suspension elevation +20mm

Delivery time: 12 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES DESIGN CONCEPT 
FOR THE FERARRI GTC 412

09.3
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09.4 ARES DESIGN CONCEPT FOR THE DETOMASO
LIMITED EDITION: 10 UNITS AVAILABILITY: SEPTEMBER 2017
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Base vehicle: Lamborghini Huracan 610 2017

Body:  Fully rebuilt vehicle with Carbon Fibre body panels

Engine: 850 HP

Interior:  Fully modified Carbon Fibre interior

Mechanical: n/a

Delivery time: 12 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES DESIGN CONCEPT 
FOR THE DETOMASO

09.4
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09.5 ARES DESIGN CONCEPT FOR THE AUDI R8 SPIDER SUPERCAR
LIMITED EDITION: 15 UNITS AVAILABILITY: FEBRUARY 2018
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Base vehicle: Audi R8 Spider V10 2017

Body:  Fully rebuilt vehicle with Carbon Fibre body panels

Engine: 983 HP including Sports-catalysts and Exhaust system

Interior:  Fully modified Carbon Fibre interior

Mechanical: n/a

Delivery time: 12 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES DESIGN CONCEPT 
FOR THE AUDI R8 SPIDER 
SUPERCAR

09.5
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09.6 ARES DESIGN CONCEPT FOR THE TESLA CONVERTIBLE
LIMITED EDITION: U.S. MARKET ONLY AVAILABILITY: JUNE 2017
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Base vehicle: Tesla Model S P100D

Body: Body panels. Conversion to full automatic convertible

Engine: n/a

Interior:  Fully upgraded interior and new rear cabin configuration

Mechanical: n/a

Delivery time: 12 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES DESIGN CONCEPT 
FOR THE TESLA 
CONVERTIBLE

09.6



ARES ATELIER

10
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10.1 ARES ATELIER FOR THE LAND ROVER DEFENDER
LIMITED EDITION: 50 UNITS AVAILABILITY: MAY 2017
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Base vehicle: Land Rover Defender

Body:  Body Kit in Carbon Fibre and Aluminum

Engine: Petrol Engine V8 286 HP and Automatic Transmission

Interior:  Fully upgraded interior

Mechanical: Heavy Duty 4inch raised Suspension and Dampers. 
 Heavy Duty and High Performance Brakes

Delivery time: 8 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES ATELIER FOR THE 
LAND ROVER DEFENDER

10.1
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10.2 ARES ATELIER FOR THE MERCEDES-BENZ G CLASS
AVAILABILITY: SINCE JANUARY 2016
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Base vehicle: Mercedes-Benz G63

Body:  Body Kit in Carbon Fibre

Engine: 680 HP including Sports catalysts and Sports Exhaust System

Interior:  Fully upgraded interior with S-Class dashboard and increased 
rear cabin leg room

Mechanical: KW electronically adjustable 3-setting Suspension system

Delivery time: 6 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES ATELIER FOR THE 
MERCEDES-BENZ G CLASS

10.2
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10.3 ARES ATELIER FOR THE RANGE ROVER 600 SUPERCHARGED
AVAILABILITY: SINCE JANUARY 2016
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Base vehicle: Range Rover 560

Body:  Body Kit in Carbon Fibre

Engine: 600 HP including Sports Exhaust System

Interior:  Fully upgraded interior

Mechanical: 

Delivery time: 6 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES ATELIER FOR THE 
RANGE ROVER 600 
SUPERCHARGED

10.3
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10.4 ARES ATELIER FOR THE ROLLS-ROYCE WRAITH
AVAILABILITY: SINCE JANUARY 2016
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Base vehicle: Rolls-Royce Wraith

Body:  Body Kit in Carbon Fibre

Engine: 700 HP including Sports catalysts and Sports Exhaust System

Interior:  Fully upgraded interior 

Mechanical: 

Delivery time: 6 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

ARES ATELIER FOR THE 
ROLLS-ROYCE WRAITH

10.4
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OTHER PRODUCTS

11
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11.1
ARES ATELIER  
FOR THE 55 BOAT

LIMITED EDITION: 50 
AVAILABILITY: MAY 2017 DIMENSIONS AND PERFORMANCE 

Length overall: 16.76m - 55’ 0”

Hull length:  15.50m - 50’ 9”

Design waterline length:  13.90m - 45’ 5”

Breadth, moulded:  4.50m - 14’ 8”

Scantling draft:  1.00m - 3’ 3”

MMEE max output   Hp Mercury 2x380

Estimated ½ load displacement: 21,000 kg 

Fuel tanks capacity:  1,200 lt 

Fresh water capacity:  400 lt

Sewage capacity: 100 lt 

Trial max intermittent speed:  35kts

Cruising speed, at ½ load:  28kts

Range at cruising speed: 130m 

  

 

In keeping with ARES design and production work  

in the automotive world, the ARES Atelier for the  

55 Boat is a showcase of ARES talents in the marine 

world. The most exquisite materials have been 

combined with exceptional design to produce a 

unique watercraft. 

48ARES . MEDIA KIT 
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11.2
ARES ATELIER  
FOR THE ISABELLA BIKE 

LIMITED EDITION: 50  
AVAILABILITY: OCTOBER 2007

Base vehicle:  KTM Supersports 1100

Body:   Fully rebuilt with Carbon Fibre body panels

Engine:  n/a

Mechanical:  Re-designed High Performance Brakes, 

Dampers, Fork etc.

Delivery time:  8 weeks from receipt of base vehicle

What better way for ARES to enter into the world of two wheels 

than with a stunningly designed café racer? The ARES Bike is 

a glimpse into the design and engineering capabilities of ARES 

talented team in Modena.

49ARES . MEDIA KIT 
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SALES, MARKETING  
AND PR

12
SINCE ITS GLOBAL LAUNCH EVENT IN MAY 2014, 
ARES MARKETING AND PR ACTIVITIES FOCUSED 
ON DIRECT GLOBAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT 

50
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Florence May 2014 - ARES launched to 

a select group of global automotive and 

lifestyle media and VIP clients.

GLOBAL MEDIA 
LAUNCH

12.1

51
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THE BIG INTERVIEW

“SUCCESS, 
FAILURE,  

SUCCESS, 
FAILURE.  

THAT’S HOW 
YOU LEARN”

1 4 2 O C T O B E R  2 0 1 4  �  T O P G E A R . C O M O C T O B E R  2 0 1 4 1 4 3

ou reach the cigar room of  
the May Fair Hotel via two 
polished corridors and a 
discreet staircase. It’s quiet 

this afternoon, but it’s a place that’s  
surely seen its fair share of dealmaking, 
dollar signs getting airborne on a haze  
of pungent smoke. 

TopGear has agreed to meet and 
photograph Dany Bahar here. You 
remember Bahar, of course. A born 
salesman with charisma to burn, he helped 
fashion Red Bull into the behemoth it is 
today, before being personally selected by 
Ferrari chairman Luca di Montezemolo to 
help propel the Prancing Horse forward on 
a wave of lucrative new brand initiatives. 
Then, in 2009, he surprised everyone,  
not least his boss, by upping sticks and 
moving to Norfolk to become CEO of  
dear old Lotus.

Bahar brought with him a remarkable 
roster of talent, including AMG’s mercurial 
engineering genius Wolf Zimmermann, 
Donato Coco (the man who designed the 
Ferrari 458 Italia), ex-Porsche man Dr 
Frank Tuch and many other Ferrari and 
Bentley people in senior roles. An advisory 
board of equally heavy hitters – Bob Lutz, 
Burkhard Goeschel, the late Karl-Heinz 
Kalbfell and Gordon Murray among them 
– supplied the brains trust.

His vision for Lotus was predictably 
ambitious. Top of the list was a new 
Esprit, backed by a raft of gorgeous 
supporting models, and a rather random 
cast of showbiz acolytes. Bahar smelt 
money; others, a rat. The Lotus faithful 
were appalled, but the thrust upmarket 
was surely the only way the company 
could survive. Then, in 2012, Lotus’s 
owner Proton was taken over by Malaysian 
conglomerate DRB-Hicom, and all hell 
broke loose. There were allegations of 
misappropriated company funds and  
gross misconduct. Darkness enveloped 
Hethel. Inevitably, there were lawyers. 

Bahar hasn’t spoken about what 
happened, until now; indeed, there are  
still some things that can’t be said. He’s  
an engaging character, with immaculate 
hair and a big smile. Time to find out  
what he’s up to. 

TopGear: Your new project, Ares,  
sounds cool. Tell me about it. 
Dany Bahar: Ares is a new kind of 
automotive atelier created specifically  
to cater for people who need a car that’s 
unique, hand-crafted and extraordinary. 
Maybe you remember Ferrari’s Atelier  
and Special Projects division? That  

started during my time in Maranello.  
Now imagine an independent atelier,  
where you have access to all the brands  
and can respond to client requests for 
sports cars, SUVs, shooting brakes… It 
opens up a whole world of possibilities. 
We’re only changing the parts that are 
visible to the client, like a total makeover 
inside and out, and we leave the hard 
points, the mechanical structure, the 
electronics infrastructure and the 
suspension untouched. 
TG: What talent have you recruited?
DB: Mihai Panaitescu [Ex-Pininfarina] 
is the designer. Wolf Zimmermann 
[ex-Lotus and AMG] runs the technical 
aspect. We charge €700k plus, which is 
expensive, but not out of this world for a 
design exercise. Apart from one company 
in Turin, all the top suppliers are in the 
Modena area, which is why we’ve set up 
there. We spent eight months analysing  
the market, and realised that nobody is 
doing it in a truly structured way. We will 
work on different models in time. I live  
in Dubai now, and there’s lots of interest 
there, as you can imagine. 
TG: Are you a true car guy or someone 
with an eye for a good business 
opportunity?
DB: I care a lot about cars. But I’m an 
entrepreneur, not an engineer. I’ve always 
had other side projects, along with the 
managerial roles I’ve fulfilled. Whether I 
have a good eye for an investment, we’ll 
see. In this specific project, I believe there 
is a real market there, a real opportunity for 
a business with good margins. I think it’s 
worth exploring, because the OEMs won’t 
be able to follow it at the speed we can. 
TG: After the Lotus debacle, weren’t  
you tempted to walk away from the  
car industry?
DB: I wanted a bit of time for myself,  
firstly. We’ve chosen somewhere we  
really love to live with the family, and  
I’ll oversee my projects from there. This 
one just happened to be a car business,  
but it could have been anything. I also 
have business interests in yachts and 
watches. I like to go from here to there,  

history is already there! The 007 Esprit.  
The Ayrton Senna connection. The JPS 
cars. Seven F1 world championships…  
All there. Obviously it was more difficult 
than I thought, but there was so much 
wonderful heritage… I thought with the 
right investment and the right people, we 
should be able to unlock that potential. 
Look, I’m ambitious. If we wanted to 
achieve 100 per cent, I would go for 110. 
TG: Famously, you revealed five new 
models at the Paris motor show in 2010. 
Some observers thought you were mad. 
DB: It was a hugely ambitious plan. But 
would it really have impacted on the  
media and clients if we’d turned up with 
one car? “Lotus announces a new Esprit.” 
It’s not earth-shattering, is it? It’s also  
not me. Now imagine going there with  
a real intent, with the ambition to be a 
great carmaker again, with four, five cars…  
some people were positive, some negative. 
That’s normal. I like polarising opinion. 
When a product polarises, it develops a 
character. I learned that at Red Bull – it’s 
not always a bad thing to polarise. You 
need a strong character to build a brand. 
Building all five cars was our best-case-
scenario business plan. We could have 
turned the company around with one  
car, and the second would have been a 
bonus. Everyone involved in the business 
was aware of that, all the investors and 
shareholders. But we needed to make  
a lot of noise and demonstrate real  
intent, because nobody would have  
cared otherwise. Before Paris, many  
of the big-name automotive suppliers  
weren’t interested in working with us;  
this all changed when they saw the plan. 
TG: Did the criticism and depth of 
feeling surprise you? 
DB: It prompted a lot of internal 
discussions. Back in Colin Chapman’s  
day, he knew he couldn’t survive with 
small, affordable cars – unless you’re 
selling 50,000 of them. It’s just not 
practical, and also impossible with Lotus’s 
facilities. He knew that, and we knew that, 
but suddenly it looked like a bulldozer had 
arrived to ruin the Lotus legacy. But that 
wasn’t the legacy! Towards the end of the 
Chapman era, he was working on more 
expensive V8 cars… Lotus had endured  
15 years of losses. The combination of  
low volume, low price, high production 
costs and low margins… it won’t work.  
And you don’t need to be a rocket scientist 
to see that. [pause] We should have 
communicated more efficiently to the real 
brand adherents that there would always 
be a lightweight, stripped-out Lotus. But 

Y

Winning paper/
scissors/rock was 

a highlight for Dany

Coming soon 
to the Trafford 
Centre. Maybe

If you have to ask 
the price, you
can’t afford it

Hardcore Ares 
4x4, based on 
the G63

to create new stuff. Success, failure, 
success, failure – that’s how you learn.  
I like my freedom. I’m not corporate.
TG: Property?
DB: No. It’s too boring for me, although 
you can probably make a lot more money 
there! I need to see dynamics, to see 
things working, and most of all growing. 
I love to see product. Since 2004, we’ve 
owned an Italian shipyard. It’s a difficult 
business at the moment, but I love it. 
Clearly, my interests lie in the lifestyle 
area. I always try to spot the synergies. 
The watch company is a start-up with a 
couple of friends. It’s fresh and new and,  
if all goes well, we should see something 
before Christmas. But I’ll never go back to 
being a manager at a big company. [pause] 
Well, one should never say never, but let’s 
just say I’m much happier now. 
TG: In light of what happened 
subsequently, do you regret leaving 
Ferrari? We heard that Luca di 
Montezemolo took your decision  
very personally…
DB: It would be very interesting to hear 
what you think happened. Only two people 
knew to begin with, and then only four… 
Any boss who structures a company, who 
hires and fires and builds a team, is bound 
to be disappointed when one of his people 
says, “I’ve found something else, I want  
to move on”. Some people react very 
emotionally, some aggressively. [pause] 
Sometimes I have regrets, sure. That’s 
normal. In my eyes, Ferrari is the best 
company in the world, and I have the 
highest respect for Mr Montezemolo.  
He’s a remarkable man; I learnt a great  
deal from him. But you are right, people 
don’t normally leave Ferrari. You either 
have big balls or you are stupid. I leave  
it up to you to decide which category I 
belong in! But, [Montezemolo] agreed  
it was a big opportunity. By the way, it 
wasn’t about being the CEO [of Lotus],  
my job at Ferrari was probably bigger  
at that time. It was about the opportunity.  
I love the Lotus brand. It’s a fantastic 
company. It deserves much more.
TG: What exactly did you see in Lotus? 
You saw something there deeper even 
than some of its most partisan fans. 
DB: I learned a lot from Ferrari, especially 
with regards to history. It’s taken 67  
years to build what it has. Perhaps I  
was naïve, but I saw similarities.  
Being pragmatic, you start with the 
foundations. Maybe the Lotus heritage  
is not currently present in people’s  
minds, but at least you don’t have to  
create everything from scratch – the  

BESPOKE ROLLS 
SUV, ANYONE?
WHEN MONEY IS NO OBJECT,  
CREATING THE CAR OF YOUR 
DREAMS IS EASY. JUST ASK DANY

Bored with what the high-end manufacturers 
can offer you? Then step this way. Based 
in Modena, and taking the knowledge and 
relationships Bahar developed when creating 
Ferrari’s in house personalisation arm, Ares 
Performance has hired the great and the good 
automotive artisans of Italy’s supercar valley to 
create unique automotive products tailored in 
exacting detail to their clients’ needs. Projects 
currently under development include an SUV 
based on the Rolls-Royce Ghost, a hardcore 
off-roader with Merc G63 underpinnings (for 
which Ares has an order bank of 25 cars from 
one owner in the UAE) and an SUV based on 
the Flying Spur. In a market where exclusivity 
and personalisation are big business, the speed 
at which the smaller carrozzeria like Ares can 
deliver could well be a recipe for success.
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ares-performance.com

EXCLUSIVE AUTOMOTIVE ATELIER
ARES was created with one simple goal – to provide the 
ultimate in bespoke Italian luxury automotive design and 
German engineering. We create unique, handcrafted, high-
performance pieces that give a new level of driver enjoyment. 
The result is unlimited personalisation, tailored to perfection.
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EVENTS, COLLABORATIONS,  
PARTNERSHIPS, SPONSORSHIPS

Motorshows, Yacht shows, Collaborations -  
Private aviation, Showroom events

1 2 3TARGETED MEDIA  
ENGAGEMENT

TARGETED ADVERTISEMENT   
CAMPAIGNS

ares-performance.com

EXCLUSIVE AUTOMOTIVE ATELIER

ARES was created with one simple goal – to provide the ultimate in bespoke Italian 

luxury automotive design and German engineering. We create unique, handcrafted, 

high-performance pieces that give a new level of driver enjoyment. The result is 

unlimited personalisation, tailored to perfection.

BEYOND.

Middle East: 2 Outlets
Priority One:  

Auto Arabia / Gulf Connoisseur 

Priority Two:  
Esquire Dubai / Dubai Deluxe

Russia: 1 Outlet
Priority One:  

Za Ruljom

Priority Two:  
Esquire / Auto Mir

Europe: 2 Outlets
Priority One:  

Roland Löwisch - Freelancer  
(Stern, Die Welt, AutoBild,  

Motorpresse etc)

Jason Barlow - Freelancer   
(GQ UK, Top Gear)

USA: 1 Outlet
Priority One:  

Road and Track

Priority Two:  
Car and Driver / Robb  
Report / GQ / Details /  

Auto Week

Japan: 1 Outlet
Priority One:  

Genroq Freelancer Matt Davis  
(Based in Italy)

Priority Two:  
Genroq Editor-in-Chief  

Yu Noguchi

China: 3 Outlets 
Priority One:  

Car and Driver / GQ / Nopblesse 

Priority Two:  
Sina.com 

12.4 ARES’ FUTURE SALES, MARKETING AND PR ACTIVITIES 
FOCUS IS ON TARGETED PR CAMPAIGNS AND CLIENT EVENTS
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12.5 PR: MEDIA ENGAGEMENT TO BUILD GREATER BRAND AWARENESS

 
MUNICH - SEPTEMBER 2016 

ARES ANNOUNCES THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF MUNICH SHOWROOM 
Italian design house collaborates with Munich’s finest 

Luxury automotive atelier ARES is delighted to confirm the company’s official launch into the Ger-
man market beginning with a showroom in Munich and a partnership with automotive connois-
seurs, Scuderia Motors GmbH.  

The showroom was officially opened with an exclusive event on September 8th and marked not 
only the launch of ARES bespoke atelier in Munich but also the tenth anniversary of Scuderia Mo-
tors GmbH. Hosted by Managing Director Igor Lazarevic with photography from highly-acclaimed 
New York based fashion photographer Branislav Jankic, the event provided the perfect opportunity 
for many of Scuderia Motors clients and friends to get a sneak preview of the ARES atelier.  

Located on Schatzbogen in the east of the City and officially opening in September, the boutique 
Munich showroom will showcase ARES atelier approach to luxury cars. Models currently on dis-
play include ARES unique take on the Mercedes-Benz G63 AMG, Bentley Continental GT Speed 
W12, Range Rover Autobiography, and the Rolls Royce Wraith. 

Based in Modena, Italy, ARES creates unique, handcrafted high-performance cars using traditional 
Italian craftsmanship alongside German engineering expertise. Founded and led by ex-Ferrari 
vice-president and former Lotus CEO Dany Bahar, ARES calls upon a global team of renowned 
designers and engineers to create bespoke pieces of automotive luxury. 

ARES Munich will be operated by well respected Scuderia Motors GmbH under the watchful eye of  
Managing Director Igor Lazarevic, commenting on the announcement he said: “We have observed 
ARES with great interest over the past two years, we love their style and their Savil Row approach. 
The passion they have for attention to detail and dedication to design mirrors our company ethos 
and we’re really looking forward to bringing their exclusive automobiles to the German market.”  

“ARES was created specifically to cater for people who need a car that’s unique, handcrafted and 
extraordinary”, explains Dany Bahar. “We believe there is a real gap in the high-end automotive 
market for bespoke vehicles and we can offer something that the big OEMs can’t - we can take our 
client’s vision, their personality, their exact requirements and needs and transform their vehicle to 
reflect their style, creating a completely unique automotive experience.” 

The announcement signifies yet another key milestone for the Italian automotive design house, 
with a global launch in May 2014 in Florence, Italy followed by a Middle Eastern launch in Dubai at 
the end of November. 2015 saw the opening of the boutique London showroom in the heart of the 
capital’s exclusive Mayfair district alongside partnership announcements with high profile partners 
in the Middle East and the US. April 2016 will saw the launch of the flagship Dubai showroom and 
later this year there will be exciting developments in the US and the completion of the extensive 
new production facility in Modena.  

For further information and high resolution images, please contact us or visit the press section 
of the ARES website at: www.ares-performance.com 
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DUBAI - 13TH MARCH 2016 

ARES PERFORMANCE DUBAI CELEBRATE OFFICIAL OPENING 
Emirati royalty amongst the VIPs in attendance at the stunning new automotive atelier 

Italian automotive design house ARES formerly open the doors to it’s vast new flagship showroom 
in Dubai on Saturday (March 12th) evening with a VIP launch event. The event, hosted by ARES 
Executive Chairman, Waleed Al Ghafari and Chief Executive Officer, Dany Bahar, was honoured 
by the attendance of His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum and His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Maktoum Al Maktoum and over 200 VIPs from the region. 

Situated in a prime location in the Curve Building on Sheikh Zayed Road, and nestled amongst 
many of the top automotive brands and designers, the flagship showroom spanning over 12,000 
square feet will become a sought after destination for ARES’ rapidly growing GCC clientele. An au-
tomotive haven where they can experience firsthand the ARES journey of creating personalised, 
handcrafted, inimitable high-performance cars. 

    of  1 3

PRESS RELEASE

Commenting on the launch, ARES Co-Founder and Executive Chairman Waleed Al Ghafari said: 
“We are honoured that His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum and His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Maktoum Al Maktoum were here with us to inaugurate the ARES Dubai 
Flagship showroom. Their support is highly valued, and the positive feedback that we received 
from our VIP guests is encouraging and reassuring that Dubai is an ideal market for us. Our guests 
got a thrill from all the unique features of an ARES vehicle, and they particularly enjoyed the atelier 
part of the showroom, where they can see and touch the many different artisan Italian leathers, 
and the huge array of wood and carbon fibre. It is in the atelier that we unleash our client’s imagi-
nation, and take them on a completely sophisticated, unparalleled automotive journey, where the 
destination is unknown, yet always beyond their expectations. We not only transform their vehicle 
to reflect their style, but reset their notion of personalized luxury. We are proud that with our flag-
ship showroom here in Dubai, we can bring a little piece of Modena to the UAE.” 

This launch signifies another key milestone for the expanding Italian automotive design house, 
which was incorporated in 2014. The opening of the London boutique showroom in the heart of the 
capital’s exclusive Mayfair district, alongside high profile partnerships in the Middle East and the 
US marked some highlights of 2015. This year will see the completion of the extensive new pro-
duction facility in Modena to meet the increased demand for production, along with further expan-
sion of ARES in key European countries. Stay tuned for the exciting developments taking place in 
Los Angeles and Miami over the next six months! 

Based in Modena, Italy, ARES creates unique, handcrafted high-performance cars using traditional 
Italian craftsmanship, alongside German engineering expertise. Co-Founded and led by Dany Ba-
har, ex-Ferrari vice-president and former Lotus CEO, ARES calls upon a global team of renowned 
designers and engineers to create bespoke pieces of automotive luxury.  

    of  2 3
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MODENA,	  ITALY	  -‐	  July	  2015	  
ARES OPENS THE DOORS ON FLAGSHIP LONDON SHOWROOM 
	  
• First of several global boutique stores is open for business 
• Prestigious Mayfair address illustrates ARES’ commitment 
• Four-car facility with Phase II expansion in the pipeline 
• ARES exclusive distributor agreement with leading independent armoured vehicle  

producers STREIT Group now extends from Middle East to include the United Kingdom 
 
 
MODENA, ITALY – 30 July 2015. Today marks the start of another exciting chapter in the 
success story of Italian automotive atelier ARES.  In collaboration with distribution partners 
the STREIT Group, ARES opens its first ever boutique showroom in the heart of London’s 
Mayfair. 
 
After several weeks of development and refurbishment work, the site – 77 Piccadilly – is now 
welcoming discerning luxury car buyers from across the capital, the south-east and beyond. It is the 
first in a planned portfolio of exquisite ARES stores, to be opened in some of the world’s most 
glamorous locations.  
 
The Piccadilly centre is a fabulous enhancement of the ARES brand. Luxurious and contemporary, 
the stunning ground floor showroom has space for four hand-crafted vehicles from the ARES range. 
For the site’s launch, a Lamborghini Huracán, Range Rover, Mercedes-Benz G-Class and 
Mercedes-Benz S-Class are on display, highlighting the breadth of the brand’s capabilities to create 
a special automotive experience. 
 
As clients enter this most prestigious of London addresses, they are immersed in a world of bespoke 
luxury automotive design. At the rear of the showroom is the atelier itself – the word means ‘studio’ 
or ‘workshop’ in French, and is traditionally associated with master craftsmen creating fine art of the 
highest quality. Here, customers can work with ARES’ experienced showroom staff to specify and 
personalise every aspect of their new vehicle. 
 
The opening of the Piccadilly showroom – formerly occupied by Japanese car brand Infiniti – 
represents a significant financial investment by the ARES team. However, it is just the start; 
illustrating the brand’s long-term commitment to London and vision for the future, Phase II will see 
the creation of a lower ground floor with an enlarged capacity.  
 
Dany Bahar, ARES Chief Executive Officer and Founder, said: “With so many of the world’s 
wealthiest individuals favouring a summer in London, this is the perfect time and location for the first 
ARES boutique store.” 
 
He added: “Our unique atelier approach is about immersing our clients in our world, our materials 
and processes, our vision and our ambition. There is no other automotive experience like it.”  
 

PRESS	  RELEASE	  

 

	  

MODENA,	  ITALY	  -‐	  July	  2015	  
	  
ARES Takes On The Rolls-Royce Wraith 
Beyond Performance. Beyond Design. Beyond Expectation. 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When iconic British luxury automotive manufacturer Roll-Royce launched the Wraith back in 
2013, it opened up the doors to wider, younger audience, the model was widely considered to be 
one of the most important cars Rolls-Royce had created in recent history. Now Italian-based 
automotive atelier ARES has taken the most powerful Rolls-Royce ever built and transformed it 
into a work of art with a subtle aesthetic and technical upgrade. 
 
Under the careful direction of Head Designer Mihai Panaitescu, the overall design language has 
been refreshed with a clear sporty edge whilst the indisputable elegance of the Rolls-Royce 
Wraith has been retained. ARES has also undertaken a complete transformation of the interior 
combining the very latest technology with beautiful handcrafted artisan materials. From every 
angle the aesthetics have been meticulously enhanced. Nappa leather covered seats sit alongside 
precious metals, each element complementing the rest. 
 
“With the Rolls-Royce Wraith our team set out to raise the bar even higher” says ARES Head 
Designer Mihai Panaitescu. “We learned early on that our clients feel very passionately about the 
identity of Rolls-Royce and the elegance and sophistication the brand represents so one of our 
main challenge was to retain that style whilst delivering an upgraded sportier look and feel. The 
work we have done to the exterior centres around taking the most important lines of the car and  

 

	  

MODENA,	  ITALY	  -‐	  July	  2015	  
	  
ARES Announces Flagship London Showroom 
Italian automotive atelier ARES extends partnership with STREIT Group 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Opening later this month, the boutique showroom will showcase ARES atelier approach to luxury 
automotives and serve as a platform for the collaborative efforts of ARES and STREIT Group in the 
future. The move to extend the partnership between ARES and Streit Group to include the UK 
market signifies the overwhelming success of the collaboration so far. Back in December 2014 
luxury automotive design house ARES announced the original partnership with STREIT Group 
giving them the rights to distribute ARES vehicles throughout the Middle East and Africa. 
 
As one of the world’s leading suppliers of armoured vehicles, STREIT Group has an extensive 
network throughout Europe, the Middle East and Africa and with many Middle Eastern and Russian 
clients favouring London as their destination of choice, there was a strong business case in favour 
of opening a showroom in the nation’s capital. 
 
More than twenty three years of experience have made STREIT Group one of the most trusted and 
reliable suppliers of armoured vehicles. The team behind ARES felt that both companies shared 
very similar values, in particular their approach towards using the very best materials available and 
the very latest technology to deliver the unsurpassed results for their exclusive clients. 
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LOS	  ANGELES,	  USA	  -‐	  January	  2015	  
	  

ARES	  ANNOUNCES	  PARTNERSHIP	  WITH	  PLATINUM	  MOTORSPORT	  
Italian	  automotive	  atelier	  teams	  up	  with	  LA’s	  finest	  for	  US	  partnership	  
	  
Italian	  based	  automotive	  atelier	  ARES	  is	  pleased to	  announce	  their	  new	  partnership	  with	  renowned	  	  
LA	  automotive	  tastemakers,	  Platinum	  Motorsport.	  Owned	  by	  brothers	  George	  and	  Jack	  Keshishyan,	  
Platinum	  Motorsport	  service	  the	  bespoke	  high-‐end	  automotive	  needs	  of	  the	  great	  and	  the	  good	  in	  
Hollywood.	  The	  deal	  with	  ARES	  sees	  Platinum	  Motorsport	  appointed	  as	  exclusive	  distributors	  of	  ARES	  	  
cars	  throughout	  the	  US.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
CAPTION:	  ARES	  Founder	  and	  CEO,	  Dany	  Bahar	  with	  Platinum	  Motorsport	  Founders	  Jack	  and	  George	  Keshishyan	  
[From	  the	  left:	  Jack	  Keshishyan,	  Dany	  Bahar,	  George	  Keshishyan.]	  
	  
Similar	  to	  Platinum	  Motorsport,	  ARES	  specialises	  in	  the	  creation	  of	  unique,	  handcrafted	  highperformance	  
cars	  and	  provides	  traditional	  Italian	  craftsmanship	  alongside	  state-‐of-‐the-‐art	  technology	  to	  develop	  cars	  
that	  are	  perfectly	  tailored	  to	  meet	  the	  specific	  requirements	  of	  ultrahigh	  net	  worth	  individuals.	  
	  
The	  team	  behind	  ARES	  felt	  that	  both	  companies	  shared	  very	  similar	  values,	  in	  particular	  their	  approach	  
towards	  using	  the	  very	  finest	  materials	  available	  to	  deliver	  the	  best	  possible	  results	  for	  their	  exclusive	  
clients.	  
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MODENA,	  ITALY	  -‐	  January	  2015	  
AUTOMOTIVE	  ATELIER	  ARES	  ANNOUNCES	  NEW	  PARTNERSHIP	  
	  
Leading	  armoured	  vehicle	  manufacturer	  STREIT	  Group	  to	  distribute	  ARES	  cars	  
	  
Modena	  based	  automotive	  design	  house	  ARES	  is	  delighted	  to	  announce	  an	  exciting	  new	  partnership	  with	  
the	  STREIT	  Group.	  The	  development	  means	  that	  STREIT	  Group	  will	  have	  the	  rights	  to	  distribute	  ARES	  
vehicles	  throughout	  their	  established	  networks	  in	  the	  Middle	  East	  and	  Africa.	  In	  addition	  to	  this,	  both	  
companies	  have	  agreed	  to	  collaborate	  together	  on	  exclusive	  armoured	  passenger	  vehicles.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
ARES	  specialises	  in	  the	  creation	  of	  unique,	  handcrafted	  high-‐performance	  cars	  and	  provides	  traditional	  
Italian	  craftsmanship	  alongside	  state-‐of-‐the-‐art	  technology	  to	  develop	  cars	  that	  are	  perfectly	  tailored	  to	  
meet	  the	  specific	  requirements	  of	  ultra-‐high	  net	  worth	  individuals.	  ARES	  provides	  design	  inspiration,	  
German	  engineering	  expertise	  and	  one-‐to-‐one	  guidance	  throughout	  the	  personalisation	  process	  ensuring	  
that	  the	  clients	  needs	  are	  paramount.	  
	  
More	  than	  twenty	  three	  years	  of	  war	  zone	  experience	  have	  made	  STREIT	  Group	  one	  of	  the	  most	  trusted	  
and	  reliable	  suppliers	  of	  armoured	  vehicles.	  The	  team	  behind	  ARES	  felt	  that	  both	  companies	  shared	  very	  
similar	  values,	  in	  particular	  their	  approach	  towards	  using	  the	  very	  best	  materials	  available	  and	  the	  very	  
latest	  technology	  to	  deliver	  the	  unsurpassed	  results	  for	  their	  exclusive	  clients.	  	  
	  
Waleed	  Al	  Ghafari,	  ARES	  Executive	  Chairman,	  said:	  “We	  have	  long	  been	  admirers	  of	  STREIT	  Group’s	  work.	  
Their	  reputation	  is	  second	  to	  none,	  in	  an	  industry	  where	  safety	  and	  security	  are	  paramount,	  they	  are	  one	  	  
of	  the	  leading	  companies.	  Both	  companies	  share	  a	  rapid	  response	  approach	  to	  client’s	  requirements,	  
adapting	  and	  evolving	  with	  the	  individual	  needs	  of	  the	  people	  and	  companies	  we	  work	  with.	  I	  think	  the	  	  
two	  businesses	  complement	  each	  other	  perfectly.”	  
	  
	  
	  

PRESS	  RELEASE	  

 

	  

MODENA,	  ITALY	  -‐	  January	  2015	  
	  
ARES ATELIER INTRODUCES ITS INTERPRETATION  
OF THE RANGE ROVER SUPERCHARGED 
Beyond Performance. Beyond Design. Beyond Expectation. 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luxury Italian automotive atelier ARES has created the most desirable Range Rover, capturing the 
very essence of understated British elegance combined with an undertone of pure sporting 
prowess. Both the interior and exterior have been treated to a stunning upgrade throughout to help 
accentuate the desired look and feel. 
 
“The 600 Supercharged is one of our favourite projects. When designing it we set out with one goal 
in mind: to create the ultimate Range Rover. The interior features our asymmetric seats and hand 
made wooden panels, for an unforgettable and elegant atmosphere. The aggressive but classic 
front lines set the tone of this unique luxury SUV,” says ARES Head Designer Mihai Panaitescu. 
 
Exquisite hand crafted detailing using the very finest interior leather fabric, Mediterranean Oak 
wood and other state-of-the-art materials complement the overall visual feel of the car. Custom 
designed carbon fibre components give this timeless Range Rover even more street presence 
without sacrificing the original design language.  
 
A sublime and intricate engine upgrade increasing the power output to 600HP, gives the car a 
perfect match to its interior and exterior aesthetics on the road. 
 
Outstanding throughout: Design, performance and comfort.	  

PRESS RELEASEPRESS RELEASEPRESS RELEASE



ARES . MEDIA KIT 61

12.5 PR: MEDIA ENGAGEMENT TO BUILD GREATER BRAND AWARENESS

 

	   	   1	  of	  2	  

	  
MODEAN,	  ITALY	  -‐	  December	  2014	  
ARES	  ATELIER	  UNVEILS	  ITS	  ROLLS-‐ROYCE	  WRAITH	  DURING	  
MIDDLE	  EAST	  LAUNCH	  
Beyond	  Performance.	  Beyond	  Design.	  Beyond	  Expectation.	  
	  
Luxury	  automotive	  atelier	  ARES	  launched	  its	  UAE	  operations	  during	  this	  year’s	  Dubai	  Grand	  Parade	  
by	  introducing	  one	  of	  its	  finest	  creations	  from	  its	  latest	  design	  portfolio:	  The	  Rolls-‐Royce	  Wraith.	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
“With	  the	  Rolls-‐Royce	  Wraith	  our	  team	  set	  out	  to	  raise	  the	  bar	  even	  higher”	  says	  ARES	  Head	  
Designer	  Mihai	  Panaitescu.	  “The	  exterior	  takes	  the	  most	  important	  lines	  of	  the	  car	  and	  
accentuates	  them	  in	  order	  to	  bring	  out	  it's	  full	  aesthetic	  potential.”	  
	  
To	  achieve	  this,	  ARES’	  team	  was	  able	  to	  give	  the	  design	  language	  a	  refreshing	  sporty	  edge	  through	  
the	  use	  of	  carbon	  body	  components	  and	  air	  outlets	  that	  couple	  with	  each	  other	  for	  an	  outstanding	  
look	  to	  accompany	  the	  increase	  in	  power	  to	  over	  700HP.	  
	  
The	  interior	  aesthetics	  have	  also	  received	  meticulous	  attention,	  with	  the	  finest	  leather	  and	  
precious	  metals	  complementing	  each	  other	  to	  further	  highlight	  the	  elegant	  and	  luxurious	  aura	  of	  
the	  Rolls-‐Royce	  Wraith.	  
	  
The	  Rolls-‐Royce	  spirit	  of	  elegance	  oozes	  from	  this	  uniquely	  dynamic	  interpretation	  of	  the	  Wraith,	  
delivering	  the	  definitive	  driving	  companion	  with	  style	  and	  substance	  in	  abundance.	  
	  
In	  addition	  to	  the	  Wraith,	  ARES	  also	  presented	  its	  Atelier’s	  latest	  models:	  The	  Range	  Rover	  560	  
Supercharged,	  the	  Aston	  Martin	  Rapide	  S,	  the	  Aston	  Martin	  Vanquish	  and	  the	  Bentley	  Continental	  
GT.	  Each	  of	  these	  unique	  models	  led	  to	  significant	  sales	  for	  the	  brand	  during	  the	  launch	  and	  are	  
now	  available	  worldwide.	  
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DUBAI,	  UAE	  -‐	  November	  2014	  
BESPOKE	  AUTOMOTIVE	  ATELIER	  ARES	  PARTNERS	  THE	  	  
DUBAI	  GRAND	  PARADE	  
Saeed	  Al	  Mehairi	  and	  Nasser	  Salih	  Al-‐Attiyah	  to	  represent	  ARES	  at	  an	  exclusive	  driver	  event	  
	  
Luxury	  automotive	  atelier	  ARES	  is	  proud	  to	  announce	  its	  official	  partnership	  with	  the	  Dubai	  Grand	  Parade,	  
the	  annual	  city-‐wide	  motoring	  extravaganza	  featuring	  the	  largest	  convoy	  of	  super,	  luxury	  and	  classic	  cars	  
and	  bikes	  in	  the	  region.	  This	  year	  the	  parade	  takes	  place	  on	  Friday	  28th	  of	  November	  kicking	  off	  from	  Mey-‐	  
dan	  Racecourse	  at	  approximately	  3pm.	  The	  parade	  will	  create	  a	  stunning	  spectacle	  for	  all	  automotive	  lovers	  
featuring	  400	  stunning	  luxury	  super	  cars	  and	  130	  motorbikes.	  The	  45	  km	  route	  takes	  in	  some	  of	  the	  most	  
iconic	  City	  landmarks	  including	  the	  Burj	  Khalifa	  and	  Burj	  Al	  Arab.	  
 
The	  news	  of	  the	  partnership	  follows	  ARES	  announcement	  earlier	  this	  month	  of	  the	  official	  launch	  of	  
business	  operations	  in	  the	  UAE.	  ARES	  is	  a	  high-‐end	  automotive	  atelier,	  specialising	  in	  the	  creation	  of	  
unique,	  handcrafted	  high-‐performance	  cars.	  ARES	  provides	  traditional	  Italian	  craftsmanship	  alongside	  
German	  engineering	  expertise	  and	  advanced	  technology	  from	  the	  yacht	  building	  industry,	  to	  developing	  
cars	  that	  are	  perfectly	  tailored	  to	  meet	  the	  specific	  requirements	  of	  ultra-‐high	  net	  worth	  individuals.	  
 
ARES	  will	  be	  uniting	  with	  Dubai	  Motor	  Festival	  and	  the	  Dubai	  Grand	  Parade	  to	  host	  a	  special	  welcome	  event	  
for	  parade	  participants,	  VIPs	  and	  media	  on	  the	  evening	  of	  Thursday	  27th	  November	  at	  Meydan	  
Racecourse.	  Here	  for	  the	  very	  first	  time	  in	  the	  region,	  ARES	  will	  be	  showcasing	  a	  selection	  of	  its	  luxury	  
supercars	  including:	  a	  Rolls-‐Royce	  Wraith,	  a	  Bentley	  Continental	  GT,	  an	  Aston	  Martin	  Rapide	  S,	  Aston	  
Martin	  Vanquish	  and	  a	  Range	  Rover.	  An	  exclusive	  preview	  of	  ARES	  fully	  modified	  Lamborghini	  Huracán	  and	  
Mercedes	  G-‐	  Class	  will	  also	  be	  available.	  
	  
Jin	  Chwen	  Ong,	  Director	  –	  Dubai	  Motor	  Festival,	  Dubai	  Festivals	  &	  Retail	  Establishment	  (DFRE)	  said:	  	  
“The	  Dubai	  Grand	  Parade	  is	  without	  a	  doubt	  a	  true	  embodiment	  of	  the	  unique	  local	  and	  regional	  motoring	  
passion	  that	  we	  are	  trying	  to	  capture	  in	  the	  second	  edition	  of	  Dubai	  Motor	  Festival.	  We	  have	  spared	  no	  
efforts	  in	  creating	  events	  and	  experiences	  for	  the	  Dubai	  Motor	  Festival	  2014	  that	  on	  one	  side	  will	  attract	  
families	  and	  visitors	  from	  across	  the	  region,	  and	  on	  the	  other	  side	  will	  work	  as	  an	  ideal	  platform	  to	  establish	  
solid	  partnerships	  with	  leading	  private	  sector	  entities,	  such	  as	  our	  partnership	  with	  ARES.	  We	  welcome	  
them	  to	  the	  region,	  and	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  them	  in	  the	  coming	  weeks,	  as	  we	  are	  confident	  that	  
ARES	  participation	  will	  add	  value	  to	  the	  motoring	  experiences	  that	  we	  offer	  our	  visitors.”	  
	  
It’s	  not	  only	  luxury	  cars	  that	  ARES	  is	  bringing	  to	  the	  event,	  renowned	  regional	  racers	  Saeed	  Al	  Mehairi	  and	  
Nasser	  Salih	  Nasser	  Abdullah	  Al-‐Attiyah	  will	  also	  be	  in	  attendance	  on	  behalf	  of	  ARES	  alongside	  Waleed	  Al	  
Ghafari,	  ARES’	  new	  Executive	  Chairman	  and	  company	  founder	  Dany	  Bahar.	  
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MODENA,	  ITALY	  -‐	  January	  2015	  
ARES	  ATELIER	  UNVEILS	  ITS	  INTERPRETATION	  OF	  THE	  	  
ROLLS-‐ROYCE	  WRAITH	  DURING	  MIDDLE	  EAST	  LAUNCH	  
Beyond	  Performance.	  Beyond	  Design.	  Beyond	  Expectation.	  
	  
Luxury	  Italian	  automotive	  atelier	  ARES	  launched	  its	  UAE	  operations	  in	  late	  November	  during	  the	  Dubai	  Grand	  
Parade	  by	  introducing	  one	  of	  its	  finest	  creations	  from	  the	  ARES	  design	  portfolio:	  The	  Rolls-‐Royce	  Wraith.	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

With	  its	  stunning	  aesthetic	  and	  technical	  upgrades,	  including	  the	  use	  of	  light-‐weight	  materials	  and	  intelligent	  
aerodynamics,	  ARES	  has	  been	  able	  to	  lift	  the	  most	  powerful	  Rolls	  Royce	  ever	  built	  to	  even	  greater	  heights.	  

The	  overall	  design	  language	  has	  been	  refreshed	  with	  a	  clear	  sporty	  edge,	  delivering	  the	  ultimate	  connoisseurs	  
car	  with	  an	  even	  more	  incredible	  drive	  experience.	  Style	  and	  substance	  in	  abundance:	  Poetry	  in	  motion.	  

ARES	  have	  undertaken	  a	  complete	  transformation	  of	  the	  interior	  combining	  the	  very	  latest	  technology	  with	  
beautiful	  handcrafted	  artisan	  materials.	  Interior	  fabric	  colour,	  wood	  and	  finish	  can	  be	  personalised	  to	  meet	  
the	  individual	  needs	  of	  the	  client.	  
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MODENA,	  ITALY	  -‐	  November	  2014	  
ARES	  ANNOUNCES	  THE	  OFFICIAL	  LAUNCH	  OF	  OPERATIONS	  	  
IN	  THE	  UAE	  AND	  NEW	  EXECUTIVE	  CHAIRMAN	  
Beyond	  Performance.	  Beyond	  Design.	  Beyond	  Expectation.	  
	  
Luxury	  automotive	  atelier	  ARES	  is	  delighted	  to	  confirm	  the	  official	  launch	  of	  ARES	  business	  operations	  	  
in	  the	  UAE	  which	  will	  begin	  with	  an	  exclusive	  launch	  event	  at	  the	  end	  of	  November	  in	  Dubai.	  	  
	  
Based	  in	  Modena,	  Italy,	  ARES	  creates	  unique,	  handcrafted	  high-‐performance	  cars.	  ARES	  uses	  traditional	  
Italian	  craftsmanship	  alongside	  German	  engineering	  expertise	  and	  advanced	  technology	  from	  the	  yacht	  
building	  industry,	  to	  develop	  cars	  that	  are	  perfectly	  tailored	  to	  meet	  the	  specific	  requirements	  of	  each	  
highly	  individual	  customer.	  
	  
In	  addition	  to	  the	  launch	  of	  business	  operations	  in	  the	  UAE,	  ARES	  is	  also	  pleased	  to	  announce	  UAE-‐based	  
entrepreneur	  Waleed	  Al	  Ghafari	  as	  its	  new	  Executive	  Chairman.	  Mr	  Waleed	  Al	  Ghafari	  will	  work	  closely	  
alongside	  the	  current	  ARES	  management	  team	  to	  take	  the	  company	  forward	  and	  secure	  new	  business	  in	  
the	  Middle	  East	  and	  abroad.	  
	  
Mr	  Al	  Ghafari	  is	  a	  highly	  respected	  and	  successful	  business	  developer	  with	  over	  30	  years’	  experience	  in	  
diversified	  markets,	  including	  telecommunications,	  software	  technology,	  hospitality	  and	  real	  estate	  	  
across	  North	  America,	  Europe	  and	  the	  Middle	  East.	  
	  
The	  current	  ARES	  Atelier	  portfolio	  features	  some	  of	  the	  most	  stunning	  luxury	  supercars	  and	  high	  
performance	  SUVs	  on	  the	  market	  including	  a	  fully	  modified	  Lamborghini	  Huracán,	  an	  Aston	  Martin	  	  
Rapide	  S,	  a	  Bentley	  Continental	  GT,	  a	  Rolls-‐Royce	  Wraith	  and	  a	  Range	  Rover	  560	  Supercharged.	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Founded	  and	  led	  by	  ex-‐Ferrari	  vice-‐president	  and	  former	  Lotus	  CEO	  Dany	  Bahar,	  ARES	  calls	  upon	  a	  global	  
team	  of	  renowned	  designers	  and	  engineers,	  including	  Mihai	  Panaitescu	  as	  Head	  Designer	  to	  create	  unique	  
pieces	  of	  automotive	  luxury.The	  addition	  of	  Mr	  Ghafari	  as	  Executive	  Chairman	  has	  led	  ARES	  to	  fully	  launch	  
its	  operations	  in	  the	  Middle	  East,	  effective	  immediately.	  
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!
!
MODENA,	  ITALY	  -‐	  JUNE	  23RD	  2014	  
GLOBAL	  LAUNCH	  OF	  THE	  AUTOMOTIVE	  ATELIER	  ARES	  !
Beyond	  Performance.	  Beyond	  Design.	  Beyond	  Expecta7on.	  
!
!
Today,	  we	  are	  delighted	  to	  announce	  the	  launch	  of	  ARES,	  a	  luxury	  automoOve	  atelier	  based	  in	  
Modena,	  Italy.	  !
ARES	  creates	  unique,	  handcraUed,	  high-‐performance	  cars,	  ensuring	  that	  aestheOcs	  and	  
performance	  combine	  to	  provide	  customers	  with	  an	  unlimited	  wealth	  of	  bespoke	  car	  exterior	  and	  
interior	  design,	  as	  well	  as	  engineering	  innovaOons 

ARES	  has	  brought	  together	  a	  highly	  talented	  team	  with	  years	  of	  experience	  at	  some	  of	  the	  
industry’s	  most	  respected	  companies,	  including	  ex-‐Lotus	  Lead	  Designer	  Mihai	  Panaitescu	  and	  
former	  Mercedes-‐Benz	  AMG	  COO	  Wolf	  Zimmermann.	  As	  Head	  Designer	  and	  Chief	  Technical	  Officer	  
of	  the	  company,	  their	  combined	  aim	  is	  to	  give	  customers	  a	  feel-‐good	  sensaOon	  that	  goes	  beyond	  
anything	  they	  have	  experienced	  so	  far.	  !
“In	  the	  super	  high-‐end	  industry,	  luxury	  car	  makers	  only	  go	  so	  far	  in	  terms	  of	  individuality.	  We	  are	  
the	  people	  to	  talk	  to	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  taking	  this	  individuality	  to	  the	  next	  level”,	  states	  ARES	  CTO	  
Wolf	  Zimmermann.	  !
To	  achieve	  this	  goal,	  ARES	  uses	  tradiOonal	  Italian	  handcraUsmanship	  along	  with	  German	  
engineering	  knowledge	  and	  advanced	  technology	  from	  yacht	  building	  to	  develop	  cars	  that	  are	  
perfectly	  tailored	  to	  the	  values	  and	  lifestyle	  of	  each	  individual	  customer.	  !!!
	   	   ] 	  of	  ]1 3

PRESS	  RELEASE
 

	   	   1	  of	  2	  

	  
DUBAI,	  UAE	  -‐	  November	  2014	  
ARES	  AUTOMOTIVE	  ATELIER	  ARRIVES	  
UAE	  Premiere	  in	  conjunction	  with	  the	  Dubai	  Grand	  Parade	  
	  
The	  exclusive	  Italian	  luxury	  car	  specialists	  showcased	  a	  selection	  from	  their	  extensive	  portfolio	  at	  
the	  Dubai	  Grand	  Parade	  launch	  event	  on	  Thursday	  (27th)	  evening	  at	  Meydan	  Racecourse.	  Hosted	  
by	  both	  ARES	  and	  the	  Dubai	  Motor	  Festival,	  the	  event	  was	  attended	  by	  hundreds	  of	  luxury	  super	  
car	  drivers	  and	  prestigious	  VIP	  guests	  keen	  to	  get	  a	  preview	  of	  ARES	  unique	  vehicles	  ahead	  of	  the	  
Dubai	  Grand	  Parade	  the	  following	  day.	  	  
	  
The	  bespoke	  cars	  on	  display	  included	  ARES	  interpretation	  of	  the:	  Rolls	  Royce	  Wraith,	  Range	  Rover	  
Supercharged,	  Bentley	  Continental	  GT,	  Aston	  Martin	  Rapide	  and	  Aston	  Martin	  Vanquish.	  
	  
The	  bespoke	  cars	  on	  display	  included	  the	  ARES	  Atelier	  for	  the:	  Rolls	  Royce	  Wraith,	  Range	  Rover	  
560	  	  Supercharged,	  Bentley	  Continental	  GT,	  Aston	  Martin	  Rapide	  S	  and	  Aston	  Martin	  Vanquish.	  

	  
	  	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Photo	  caption:	  Dany	  Bahar,	  Founder	  of	  ARES	  and	  Executive	  Chairman,	  Waleed	  Al	  Ghafari	  	   	  
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12.6 BROCHURE
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12.7 EVENTS
ARES INTERNATIONAL LAUNCH - FLORENCE MAY 2014
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12.7 EVENTS
DUBAI GRAND PARADE - DUBAI NOVEMBER 2014
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12.7 EVENTS
LONDON SHOWROOM LAUNCH- JULY 2015
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12.7 EVENTS
DUBAI SHOWROOM LAUNCH- FEBRUARY 2016
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For further information, please contact:

LIZ BROOKS
HEAD OF PR & MARKETING

T: +44 7887 846 177
E: liz@ares-performance.com

Office: ARES Performance GmbH, Sulzengasse 10, 1230 Vienna, Austria
Factory: Via Giovanni Dalton 29, 41122 Modena (MO), Italy

ares-performance.com

CONTACT
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