3 FOUNDATIONS
BUILDING

ON

FIRM
REVISED EDITION

TEACHING NEW BELIEVERS:
GENESIS TO THE ASCENSION
Trevor McIlwain

BUILDING on FIRM

FOUNDATIONS

REVISED EDITION

TEACHING NEW BELIEVERS:
GENESIS TO THE ASCENSION
Trevor McIlwain

First Printing 2006

Building On Firm Foundations: Volume 3: Evangelism: Genesis to the Ascension — Revised Edition
Copyright 2006 by Ethnos360
312 W 1st St
Sanford, FL 32771
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form without the written permission of the publishers, with the
exception of brief quotations in magazine reviews or other notices.
ISBN Number: 1-890040-72
Printed in the United States of America

II

Contents
Part 1: Preparations and Guidelines for Teaching Phase 2 ..........................
Chapter 1:

Preparation for Teaching New Believers ......................................................

Chapter 2:

The Missionary’s Role in the Local Church ................................................. 39

Chapter 3:

Phase 2 of the Chronological Teaching Outline............................................ 65

Part 2: Phase 2 Lessons ..................................................................................................



1
3

75

Lesson 1:

God planned the activities for His people in the church (Part 1). ................. 77

Lesson 2:

God planned the activities for His people in the church (Part 2). ................. 85

Lesson 3:

God revealed His nature and attributes through His creative acts. ............... 95

Lesson 4:

Adam lost his position as God’s representative on the earth.
Jesus will never lose His authority over the earth......................................... 101

Lesson 5:

We were condemned in Adam, but we are accepted in Christ. ..................... 109

Lesson 6:

Adam’s sin separated his descendants from God,
but God’s grace provided a way to save them. ............................................. 119

Lesson 7:

God scattered the rebels at the tower of Babel.
God chose and guided Abraham. .................................................................. 129

Lesson 8:

God gave grace to Lot, to Isaac and to Jacob. .............................................. 139

Lesson 9:

God guided and protected Joseph.
God called Moses to deliver the Israelites from slavery. .............................. 147

Lesson 10:

God delivered the Israelites at the Red Sea.
God provided food and water.
God gave the Law. ........................................................................................ 159

Lesson 11:

God told the Israelites to build the tabernacle. ............................................. 167

Lesson 12:

The Israelites continually doubted God’s care for them,
but He remained faithful to His promises. .................................................... 177

Lesson 13:

God chastised the Israelites, but in mercy He delivered them
from their enemies. ....................................................................................... 183

/HVVRQ  -HVXVZDVERUQLQIXO¿OOPHQWRI*RG¶VSURPLVHDQG
did all things through the power of the Holy Spirit. ..................................... 193
Lesson 15:

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would come. ......................................... 203

Lesson 16:

Jesus died, was buried, rose from the dead and ascended to Heaven. .......... 211

Moving on into Phase 3 of the Chronological Teaching Outline ........................................ 219

Appendix ................................................................................................................................ 221
III

IV

Part 1

Preparations and Guidelines for
Teaching Phase 2

2

1
Preparation for Teaching
New Believers
7KHQHZVVSUHDGOLNHZLOG¿UH³7KHWHPSOHRIWKH/25'LVWREHUHEXLOWLQ-HUXVDOHP´
The edict for the rebuilding of the temple of God in Jerusalem was proclaimed to the Jews
throughout the kingdom where they were living as exiles. “Who is among you of all His people? May
his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord
God of Israel (He is God), which is in Jerusalem” (Ezra 1:3).
In response to this written decree by Cyrus, King of Persia, thousands of Jews left Babylon and
made the long trek back to their own land to rebuild the temple of God. Two years later, they celebrated
the laying of the foundations of God’s temple. “And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks
to the Lਏ: ‘For He is good, for His mercy endures forever toward Israel.’ Then all the people shouted
with a great shout, when they praised the Lਏ, because the foundation of the house of the Lਏ was
laid” (Ezra 3:11).
:KDW DQ H[FLWLQJ WLPH 6XUHO\ VXFK HQWKXVLDVP DQG SURJUHVV ZRXOG FRQWLQXH ZLWK WKH WHPSOH
building steadily rising from the foundations. But that’s not what happened. The next few chapters of
Ezra describe how the work on the temple which was done under the leadership of Zerubbabel and
others came to a halt (Ezra 4:1-4, 24). Years later, the foundations remained very much as they did on
that day of joyous celebration. The foundations were there, but the building operations were practically
at a standstill.
Shouts of joy and praise to God resound today throughout the world as the foundations of churches
are being laid. These are not mere temporal buildings like that which the Jews erected in Jerusalem.
These churches are part of His great, eternal, spiritual temple. Songs of praise for all eternity will be
heard in this temple to the Lord Jesus Christ. Those whom He has saved by His precious blood will
sing, “You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed
us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9). This
eternal temple of God is constantly being extended as God’s faithful servants teach His Word to the
ORVW([FLWLQJDGYDQFHVDUHEHLQJPDGHLQWKRVHSODFHVZKHUH+LVFKLOGUHQ±IRUWKHYHU\¿UVWWLPH±DUH
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laying foundations for new churches by teaching previously unevangelized peoples and tribes in remote
places of the earth.
Laying the foundations for a building can be exhausting. When the foundational work is completed,
it is very easy to become discouraged or to relax, not realizing that what yet needs to be done is also
vitally important. This is what happened after the foundations were completed for the rebuilding of the
temple in Jerusalem. Following this time of great joy, the nation of Israel became dispirited in their work.
Their discouragement was the result of the cunning plans of their enemies who were determined that the
temple would never be rebuilt. The reconstruction work came almost to a standstill. The foundations
had been well laid, but the construction of the building barely advanced.
This illustrates one of the dangers you face after teaching Phase 1, Genesis to the ascension. In
KDYLQJ ODLG ¿UP IRXQGDWLRQV IRU VDYLQJ IDLWK \RX¶YH LQYHVWHG PXFK WLPH DQG H൵RUW WR HQVXUH WKDW
people have clearly understood the story of the Bible and that they perceived through it the holiness
and righteousness of God, their own unrighteousness, helplessness, and hopelessness, as well as God’s
provision for them in Christ through the Gospel. After investing so much, you may be discouraged by
some cunning move of your enemy, Satan. He is determined that the building of the local church will
EH KLQGHUHG DQG GHOD\HG<RX IDFH WKH GDQJHU RI UHOD[LQJ \RXU H൵RUWV FRQWHQWLQJ \RXUVHOI ZLWK WKH
NQRZOHGJHWKDWWKHSHRSOHWRZKRP\RXPLQLVWHUKDYHUHVWHGE\IDLWKRQ¿UPELEOLFDOIRXQGDWLRQVIRU
salvation.
The rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem was not resumed in earnest until a search was made
and the written record of King Cyrus was found. This document revealed that, not only had Cyrus
decreed that the foundations of the temple were to be laid, but he had also decreed that the building
must be completed. Cyrus had also stipulated that all “the gold and silver articles of the house of God,
which Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple which is in Jerusalem” had to be returned to their place
(]UD 2QFH.LQJ'DULXVUHDOL]HGWKHVHZRUGVKDGEHHQZULWWHQKHFRPPDQGHG“Let the work
of this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this house of
God on its site” (Ezra 6:7). And what was the result? ³$QGWKH\EXLOWDQG¿QLVKHGLWDFFRUGLQJWRWKH
commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the command of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes
king of Persia” (Ezra 6:14).
Likewise we, as builders of churches which are part of the eternal, spiritual temple of God, have
the written command of the King. When the Lord Jesus gave His divine mandate to go into all the
world and preach the Gospel, He also said that we must teach believers “to observe all things that I
have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20). It is only when believers are taught that they will be able to
function as a New Testament church – as the Lord intended.
Paul, a faithful co-laborer of God in building the church in Corinth, wrote to the Corinthians,
“According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other
foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:10-11).
After people have trusted in the Savior, it is your privileged responsibility to teach these new babes
in Christ the Word of God in order to bring them to “the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).
4
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Unfortunately, many groups of believers never progress far beyond the foundational stages of
their faith. Why? Because there is a great deal of confusion among Bible teachers, both at home and on
WKHPLVVLRQ¿HOGUHJDUGLQJWKHWUXHVWUXFWXUHRIWKHORFDOFKXUFK0DQ\FKXUFKHVEHJLQDVHYDQJHOLVWLF
PHHWLQJVDQGJUDGXDOO\GHYHORSLQWRD³FKXUFK´7KHUHVXOWLVWKDWPDQ\SHRSOHZKREHJLQDWWHQGLQJ
*RVSHOPHHWLQJVFRQWLQXHWRDWWHQG³FKXUFK´HYHQWKRXJKWKH\DUHVWLOOXQVDYHG7ZRFODVVHVRISHRSOH
saved and unsaved, make up the congregation. So within the structure of the church gatherings, the
preacher must endeavor to teach the believers while continuing to evangelize the lost.
But is this according to the teaching of the Scriptures? Is bringing the unsaved to the church
meeting the best way to evangelize them? Is having a mixed group of believers and unbelievers in the
church meeting the best way to teach the believers and establish them as a New Testament church?
From my own experience and, more importantly, from Scripture, I do not believe having a mixed group
of believers and unbelievers in church meetings is the best way to work with either group.

Mixed congregations in Palawan “churches”
0\LQLWLDOZRUNLQ3DODZDQZDVZLWK³FKXUFKHV´ZKLFKFDPHLQWRH[LVWHQFHDVDUHVXOWRIDSHRSOH
PRYHPHQWSULRUWRRXUDUULYDORQWKHPLVVLRQ¿HOG)ROORZLQJWKLVHDUOLHUPRYHPHQWWR&KULVWLDQLW\
attending church was the accepted thing to do. The unsaved church attenders, although sincere, were
unawakened by the Law to see their sinfulness and helplessness before God. Many of the Palawano
people were depending on their own righteousness for salvation. They considered church attendance to
be a major contributing factor in their salvation.
7HDFKLQJLQWKHVHFKXUFKHVZLWKERWKVDYHGDQGXQVDYHGLQDWWHQGDQFHZDVIUXVWUDWLQJ,ZDQWHG
to teach the believers, who after many years were still babes in their faith. But at the same time, I also
felt a great responsibility to teach the unsaved religionists. Although I should have been progressively
teaching the believers more and more of the truths of God’s Word, I was constantly drawn back to
SUHDFKLQJWKH*RVSHODQGLWVIRXQGDWLRQVLQDQH൵RUWWRPHHWWKHQHHGVRIWKHPDQ\FKXUFKDWWHQGHUV
who were still unsaved.
When I focused my teaching toward the believers, there was always the danger that the unsaved in
attendance would take comfort in scriptural promises meant only for the true children of God. This is,
in fact, what the unsaved religionists in Palawan had done for many years.
This problem is as prevalent in Western churches as it was in Palawan. Many preachers fail to
emphasize that God’s promises are meant only for the truly converted. As a result, the lost take false
comfort from the promises of God which He meant only for His children. This is seen perhaps most
clearly at funeral services. Scriptures are read, promises are emphasized, and assurance is given of
HWHUQDOEOLVVHYHQWKRXJKWKHPDMRULW\RIWKRVHJDWKHUHGPD\KDYHQRELEOLFDOEDVLVIRU¿QGLQJFRPIRUW
in God’s promises.
0DQ\SUHDFKHUVXQOLNHWKHLU0DVWHUEHQGRYHUEDFNZDUGVQRWWRR൵HQGWKHXQVDYHG7KH\SUHDFK
in such a way that the division between the saved and unsaved is not clearly seen. I can remember my
great disappointment when listening to an otherwise excellent sermon preached in an evangelical church
in Australia on the promise, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). Gathered before
the preacher was a society conscious congregation. The preacher went to great lengths to emphasize the
5
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certainty and strength of God’s promise, but never at any point did he sound the warning to the unsaved
religionists who were present that the promise did not apply to them and that, unless converted, they
would be forsaken by God forever.
:KHQHQGHDYRULQJWRWHDFKEHOLHYHUVLQPL[HGFRQJUHJDWLRQVLQ3DODZDQ,FRQVWDQWO\TXDOL¿HG
my statements by explaining that God was speaking only to His children and that the promises did not
apply to those outside of Christ. This need to qualify every promise and statement became wearisome. I
longed that only those who were believers would gather as the church, in accordance with the teaching
of the Scriptures. If the congregation was made up only of believers, then I could teach them and rejoice
ZLWKWKHPDVWKRVHZKRWHVWL¿HGRIGHSHQGHQFHRQ&KULVWDORQHDVWKHEDVLVIRUWKHLUDFFHSWDQFHE\*RG
In addition to frustrations in teaching, I faced the dilemma of how to handle times of singing
and prayer in these mixed groups. How could I honestly ask the whole gathering to sing to the glory
of God or bow together before God as Father in the name of the Lord Jesus, when I knew Jesus was
not the Savior of many present and that God was not their Father? The worship of the unsaved is an
abomination to the Lord, for they draw near to God with their lips but their hearts are far from Him
(Proverbs 28:9; Mark 7:6).
Because of the frustrations of trying to minister to the mixed congregations in Palawan, I turned
to the Scriptures to consider its teaching regarding the local New Testament church. How I desired
to build the Palawan churches according to the plans that God, the Owner of the Church, laid out in
+LV:RUG

The Church in the New Testament
The Greek word ekklesiaWUDQVODWHG³FKXUFK´LQWKH1HZ7HVWDPHQWUHIHUVWRWKHZKROHFRPSDQ\
RIUHGHHPHGGXULQJWKLVGLVSHQVDWLRQ,QDGGLWLRQLWLVDOVRXVHGWRGH¿QHHDFKORFDOERG\RIEHOLHYHUV
(See 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 27-28; Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 5:25; Matthew 18:17 and 1 Timothy
 7KHZRUG³FKXUFK´LQWKH6FULSWXUHVGRHVQRWUHIHUWRDEXLOGLQJLQZKLFKWKHFKLOGUHQRI*RGPHW
.HHSLQPLQGWKHQWKDWZKHQ,XVHWKHZRUG³FKXUFK´,DPVSHDNLQJRIWKHXQLYHUVDO&KXUFKRI-HVXV
Christ or the local body of believers and not the building in which they gather.
The Lord intends that the local assembly of believers should be a miniature or copy of the universal
&KXUFK,QRUGHUWRUHÀHFWWKDWWKH\DUHDOUHDG\SDUWRIWKHXQLYHUVDO&KXUFKEHOLHYHUVPXVWEHVHSDUDWH
from the world. They are to meet together around the Person of Jesus Christ. “For where two or three
are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).
1RZKHUHLQWKH1HZ7HVWDPHQWGRZH¿QGWKHORFDOFKXUFKSUHVHQWHGDVDPL[HGJURXSRIVDYHG
and unsaved. It is very clear from the book of Acts that the apostolic churches were distinguishably
separate from the unbelieving world. As soon as there was a positive response to the Gospel, the
apostles or evangelists taught the believers to gather together for the purpose of teaching, worship,
prayer, the observance of the Lord’s Supper, and mutual fellowship (Matthew 28:20; 1 Corinthians
11:23; Acts 2:40-47).
)ROORZLQJDUHVHYHUDOUHIHUHQFHVIURP$FWVZKLFKFOHDUO\VKRZWKDWWKH¿UVWFKXUFKZKLFKZDV
in Jerusalem, was comprised only of professed believers. The story begins in chapter one of Acts after
6
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the apostles witnessed the ascension of the Lord Jesus. Those who saw Him leave this earth returned to
-HUXVDOHPWRZDLWIRUWKH+RO\6SLULW $FWV 7KH+RO\6SLULW¿OOHGDOOZKRZHUHJDWKHUHGRQWKH
day of Pentecost so it is clear that the following Scriptures are speaking only of believers. They alone
were gathered together as members of the local church.
• “they returned to Jerusalem” (1:12)
• “when they had entered, they went up into the upper room” (1:13)
• “These all continued” (1:14)
• “they were all with one accord in one place” (2:1)
• “there appeared to them…and one sat upon each of them” (2:3)
• “theyZHUHDOO¿OOHG´ (2:4)
• “added to them” (2:41)
• “they continued” (2:42)
• “all who believed were together” (2:44)
• “continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house,
they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart” (2:46)
• ³DGGHGWRthe church´ 
• “they went to their own companions” (4:23)
• “the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul” (4:32)
• “great fear came upon all the church” (5:11)
• “none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly” (5:13)
Paul’s description of the churches to whom he addressed his epistles also shows that he expected
that only born-again people would be part of local churches.
• “To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints” (Romans 1:7)


 ³7R WKH FKXUFK RI *RG ZKLFK LV DW &RULQWK WR WKRVH ZKR DUH VDQFWL¿HG LQ &KULVW -HVXV´
(1 Corinthians 1:2)
• “To the churches of Galatia…. I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ” (Galatians 1:2, 6)
• “To the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 1:1)
• “To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi” (Philippians 1:1)
• “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse” (Colossians 1:2)
• “To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”
(1 Thessalonians 1:1)

%DSWLVPDQGWKH/RUG¶V6XSSHUKHOSWRLGHQWLI\EHOLHYHUVDVEHLQJGL൵HUHQWDQGVHSDUDWHIURPWKH
world (Acts 2:40-42).
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Church discipline also helps identify believers as being separate. Paul said that it is not the
responsibility of the church to judge those who are outside the church but those who are on the inside
(1 Corinthians 5:2, 12-13). This admonition by Paul clearly indicates that he had taught the Corinthians
to meet as the temple of God, separate from the world (1 Corinthians 3:16-17).

Build the Church according to God’s plan
When God ordered Moses to build the tabernacle, He itemized every detail. The Lord carefully
stipulated the particular materials from which each part of the building and its furniture had to be made.
*ROGVLOYHUFRSSHU¿QHOLQHQEOXHSXUSOHDQGVFDUOHWWKUHDGJRDWV¶KDLUUDPV¶VNLQVG\HGUHGEDGJHUV¶
skins, shittim wood, onyx, and precious stones were chosen by God to be used in the construction of
WKLVEXLOGLQJZKLFKZDVWREH+LVGZHOOLQJSODFHLQWKHZRUOG*RGFRPPDQGHG0RVHV³And see to it
that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain” (Exodus 25:40).
/LNHZLVHWKH/RUG-HVXVVSHFL¿HGWKHPDWHULDOVWREHXVHGLQWKHEXLOGLQJRI+LVGZHOOLQJSODFHRQ
the earth. He has not left us to decide on the materials to be used. Our responsibility is to follow faithfully
the Lord’s directions clearly given in His Word. Peter wrote that Christ is the chief cornerstone, elect
and precious, and he reminds believers that they are living stones who are built onto Christ who is the
head of the corner. “You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to
RৼHUXSVSLULWXDOVDFUL¿FHVDFFHSWDEOHWR*RGWKURXJK-HVXV&KULVW´ (1 Peter 2:5). (See also Ephesians
2:19-22.)
As the Lord’s servants and builders of His Church, we are responsible to teach those who have
been converted through our ministry. We are to teach them who they are – the called-out assembly of
Jesus Christ. We are to teach them that believers are to join together in fellowship to worship God and
to learn of Him. We are to teach the church to gather together in order to function as a New Testament
FKXUFKDQGVRIXO¿OOWKH/RUG¶VSXUSRVHIRULWLQWKHZRUOG (SKHVLDQV&RULQWKLDQV
1 Peter 2:9).

Teaching, fellowship and worship – not evangelism
The believers in New Testament times met separately from the world. They gathered together to
fellowship in Christ, to be taught the will of their Master, and to worship the Lord under the direction
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 14:21-23; 20:7).
Christ did not command His disciples to invite the unsaved to join them in their times of worship
so they would hear the Gospel. Instead, He commands the Church to go to the world and take the
Gospel to the unsaved wherever they are (Matthew 28:18-20).
The apostles and the early Church set this example for us. They went out to reach the unsaved
where they were in the ordinary course of their lives (Acts 5:42; 8:26-40; 16:13).
If we follow the example of the early Church, we will not invite unbelievers to the church’s times of
worship and Bible study. We will go to them where they normally meet or we will convene evangelistic
WHDFKLQJ VHVVLRQV DW D GL൵HUHQW WLPH WR WKH ZRUVKLS RU WHDFKLQJ WLPHV RI WKH FKXUFK:KHWKHU WKHVH
evangelistic meetings are held in the same building used by the church, or in some other place, is
8

