
A little guide to help you take beautiful, memorable photos of your dog
TIPS FOR BETTER PHOTOS



COMPETITION
REQUIREMENTS

THE PRODUCT

We're looking for great photos of your dog wearing 
their Dogrobe and or Snood, Bandana or Bow Tie, or 
even you using your Gauntlets to dry your dog.

Your photo should tell the story of when you and your 
dog use Dogrobes' products. For example: 

1) after a bath
2) coming back from a walk on a rainy day
3) In the boot of the car after outdoor adventures
4) on a special occasion or out and about (Bandanas 
or Bow Ties)
 
Show us how chilled your dog is in his Dogrobe: 
sound asleep in his bed (or yours?!); chilling in his 
favourite spot or on guard and waiting for a treat. It's 
up to you!

Settings where your dog would normally not be 
allowed if wet or muddy, but that become accessible 
when he’s drying in his dogrobe can also be good 
settings.

 

IMPORTANT: MAKE SURE THE ITEM IS PROPERLY FITTED
We can’t publish images where the item isn’t fitted 
correctly or is not being used for its intended use.

Before you start, check out our video which shows 
Dogrobes and Snoods fitted correctly.

How To Dry Your Dog: 
https://vimeo.com/466459033

Just remember:

1. The tie should be in a single loop to the right or left of 
the spine, never on the spine itself.

2. Snoods should be worn on top of the Dogrobe. Put the 
Dogrobe on first, then the Snood. The Snood's label 
ideally covers the Dogrobes' label. 

NOTES
1) Please send your photos (actual size) to us at 

paw@dogrobes.co.uk by the 14th Feb 2021 at 
midnight.

2) No filters or special effects should be applied to the 
image.

3) If you are shooting with a DSLR camera, please send 
us the RAW image or a high-resolution jpg.



TOP 10 TIPS FOR TAKING THE
BEST PHOTOS OF YOUR DOG

Choose a background that
will help your dog stand out

Make sure the light shines
directly on the entire dog.
Natural light is best. 

Increase the distance between
the dog and the background
and reduce it between the dog
and the camera to achieve a
naturally blurred background.

Place your camera at your dog’s eye
level and make sure his eye is in focus.

Try taking pictures from di�erent angles.
The front view is not always the best view.

Less is more... try to reduce the
amount of objects in the
background, to help
your dog stand out more.

Keep enough space around the
image, as you can always crop it later.

Pick the right time of day and feed your
dog before you start, so he’s more relaxed.

For composition, try the rule of thirds.
Divide the frame into thirds horizontally
and make sure your dog's eyes are in the
top third.
(Read more in Expert Guidance on the
next page.)

Use burst mode to make sure you get
open eyes and sharp focus.



WOULD YOU LIKE
MORE EXPERT
GUIDANCE?
LIGHT
Try to make the light fall directly on the dog, and avoid 
having it behind it. If you are taking pictures indoors, 
make sure there is enough light, so that the colours will 
pop.

If you are taking pictures outdoors in the sunlight, look 
for a lightly shaded area. Keep all the dog in the shade, 
so that you won’t get too much contrast. If conditions 
aren’t great, try using HDR mode.

BACKGROUND AND SCENE
Make sure that you remove unwanted items from the 
scene.

To get a soft background with any DSLR camera or 
mobile, increase the distance between the dog and the 
background, and reduce it between you and the dog.

Avoid getting partial items in the frame, like someone’s 
hand, or half a painting above the dog. Less is more!

Try to keep enough space around the dog, so that if 
needed, you can crop the image later.

EYES AND EYE LEVEL 
Eyes are very important for any live subject whether it is 
a human or an animal. Focus on open eyes. Drop down 
to your dog’s eye level. If your dog is small, you may even 
need to get down on the floor to get to the perfect eye 
level.

BURST MODE
While capturing your dog, you need to make sure that 
they are looking into the camera or in the expected direc-
tion. Because they can be very quick off the mark, it's 
always better to capture in burst mode - taking continu-
ous shots. 

If you take 5-6 continuous shots in this mode, then you 
should get at least one usable shot where your dog isn't 
moving, is looking at the camera and his eyes are open.

FOCUS
Focus should always be on the eye of your dog. However, 
since you are trying to capture the product too, you also 
need to keep the Dogrobes' product label in sharp focus 
as well. Mobile cameras make it easy to get the dog and 
the product in focus even if you are not using an 
advanced camera. However, if you are using a DSLR 
camera, avoid using very wide open aperture settings. 
Since you will be closer to the dog, try to use higher 
f-stops like f4.0 or f5.6, and keep the single point focus 
setting while you aim for the dog’s eye.

COMPOSITION TECHNIQUES
Rule of thirds - This is the most basic and well used com-
position technique. In this technique, the whole frame is 
divided into nine sections by drawing two vertical lines 
and two horizontal lines, as illustrated on the previous 
page. The main subject (the dog’s face or eye, for exam-
ple) is kept where two lines intersect. In the example 
picture, we have circled the areas we’re referring to. When 
you take pictures of a single person or animal, it is 
common practice to keep the eye close to the top horizon-
tal line, regardless of whether you are taking a portrait or a 
landscape picture.

Fill The Frame - In this technique, the subject fills the entire 
frame, or leaves little space around it.

Colour Theory - To have effective colour contrast try using 
a complementary colour in the background. For example, 
if you have a red dogrobe, try to take pictures in the 
garden. There are other colour theories but they may not 
bring as much contrast to your image as opposite colours 
would.

Ambience - Sometimes it’s more interesting to capture the 
complete ambience. Try to take your picture from a 
distance or from a wider angle to get the feel of the 
surroundings. For example, if your dog is sitting on or 
beside a sofa, try to include the entire sofa. You can 
always crop it later.

EDITING TIPS
Whether you take a photo on a smartphone or DSLR 
camera, little editing is required. For mobile you can use 
Snapseed or simply the mobile's own editing tool, which is 
more than capable of great editing. For desktop, Adobe 
Lightroom is the best application for easy and quick edits.

Cropping - The first thing to do while editing a picture is to 
crop it to eliminate unwanted parts, and to make sure that 
the horizon line is straight. While doing this, try to use 
vertical lines as references, as the human eye can more 
easily notice if it’s not straight.

White Balance - The next step is to adjust the white 
balance. Using automatic white balancing will most likely 
give good results. If you wish to regulate this manually, 
most photo editing tools will let you use the eye-drop tool. 
Use it on pure white, black or grey.

Quick Adjustments - If an image is too dark or too bright, 
use the exposure tool. Also, you can boost up the colour 
saturation and contrast a bit to make the image pop, but 
don’t bump them up too much, as this would make the 
image look unnatural.


