OCTOBER 2022 i, 5] T@RBRECK

BAROSSA VALLEY

THE BEAUTY AND BALANCE OF
AUSTRALIAN SHIRAZ

We must admit that we are slightly awestruck with the
beauty and balance of the best shiraz, or syrah, of Australia
as we continue our journey across the continent and rate
close to 2,000 wines. We wish that all of you could taste and
drink the incredible shiraz wines from the likes of

The Standish Wine Company, Tyrrell’s, Sami-Odi, Torbreck,
Clarendon Hills, Jasper Hill and Rockford, among others.

It's all about the balance and transparency of these reds, as

2019 RUNRIG well as the distinctive character that communicates where
RATING: 98 they are from. They have a uniqueness in both their aromas
FROM:  Barossa Valley, South Australia and flavors that define the syrah in a different way compared
: ' VARIETY: Shiraz Viognier with even the best of France, such as Hermitage or Cote
TORBRE GK Blackberry, blueberry and some spice Rotie. Their purity of fruit and depth of earth and terroir give
T aromas here. Sandalwood and cedar. them a wonderful aroma and mouthfeel. They are agile and
e Full-bodied with ultra-fine tannins that almost weightless in their definition and personality. We hope
B spread across the pallate and. Show superb hat more people outside of Australia find the chance to
—_— qlepth of concentration. Yetllt’s ag||e‘and ‘ t ) ,
light-footed. Goes on for minutes. Tight still drink some of these wines. — JAMES SUCKLING

with illustrious depth and power. 30 months

in French oak barrels. 50% new. JAM ESSUCKLING.COM T

2019 THE FACTOR

RATING: 97
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Shiraz

2020 THE STRUIE

RATING: 98
FROM: Barossa, South Australia
VARIETY: Shiraz

The black ink and lead pencil aromas are Incredible black ink, blackberry, lead pencil
impressive with blackberry and raspberry and granite aromas. Hints of spearmint.
aromas that are intense and fresh. BAROSSA | BAROSSA VALLEY Bark and mushroom, too. Deep and dark
Full-bodied, blackberry, blueberry and ‘ with superb depth and intensity. Tight at
crushed stone. Flavorful and chewy. Lots of > : the end but then it opens and shows a
center palate here. Wow. This needs time 0L ety i s ey e L it i e R ity weightless sensibility. Has vineyards back to
to soften. Great structure and length. the 1900s. Drinkable but better in 2024.
Better after 2026.
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2017 THE LAIRD

RATING: 95
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Shiraz

Blackberry, black mushroom, black truffle,
and black dirt. Purple fruit. Roasted meat
and wet earth. It full-bodied, rich and
powerful with chocolate and toasted oak.
Impressive depth and power. This was a
wetter year so not the depth as normal
years but still impressive. A little warm at
the end. Planted in 1958.

2019 THE DESCENDANT

RATING: 97
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Shiraz Viognier

Terrific intensity and depth with blackberry,
blueberry, black ink, graphite and umami.
Pencil shavings. Full and very fine with
depth and richness. Co-fermented with
8% viogner. This is a wine that seduces you
with its aromas and complexity. You just
want to smell it. Give it three to four years
to open. Try after 2025.

TORBREGH

BAROSSA VALLEY

Descendant

dners, Roowflde Rondy .M-u’

|
T 0O R B REGHE
BAROSSA VAL BAROSSA VALLEY

The Pict

S, Reoufie Ross s

2020 THE PICT

RATING: 97
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Mataro

This is a fantastic mataro (mourvedre)

with the classic bark, bay leaf and green
undertones, such as rose stem, to the
blackberry and blueberry fruit character.
Full-bodied with extremely polished and
plush tannins that fill the mouth but remain
balanced and creamy textured throughout.
Flavorful finish. Give it time to come
together. Better after 2025.

2020 THE GASK

RATING: 95
FROM:  Eden Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Shiraz

A tight red with blackberry, crushed stone,
iron, and wet earth aromas and flavors. It's
medium-bodied, firm and silky tannins with
bright fruit and a fresh finish. Linear at the
end. Closed now. Drinkable but give it time.
Better after 2025.

2019 LES AMIS

RATING: 94
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Grenache

A solid and rather chunky grenache, this

is muscular. It's full-bodied yet formed and
framed with serious tannins that are polished
and flexing. Lots of blackberry and lead
pencil. Savory. Juicy. Hints of wood at the
end. This needs three or four years to come
together. Better after 2024.
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2021 WOODCUTTER’S
SHIRAZ

RATING: 96
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Shiraz

Lovely ripened blackberries and raspberries.
Al dente. Full-bodied yet so refined and
focused with crisp acidity and ultra-fine,
creamy tannins. Succulent and crunchy

but focused and structured. Bright and
purposeful. Drink after 2024 but already
hard to hold back. Screw cap.

2020 HILLSIDE VINEYARD
GRENACHE

RATING: 95
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Grenache

An impressive blackberry and blueberry with
iron and pencil shavings on the nose and
palate. Full and dense with focus and polish.
Unique mineral undertone to this. Drive and
focused. Drinkable but a year or two will
make it even better.

2020 HARRIS VINEYARD
GRENACHE

RATING: 95
FROM:  Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Grenache

An impressive blackberry and blueberry with
iron and pencil shavings on the nose and
palate. Full and dense with focus and polish.
Unique mineral undertone to this. Drive and
focused. Drinkable but a year or two will make
it even better.
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FANTASTIC HONEYSUCKLE
AND SLICED WHITE
PINEAPPLE WITH GREEN
APPLE AND PEAR WITH
FLORAL UNDERTONES
2022 CUVEE JUVENILES BLANC
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The Steading
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2020 THE STEADING

RATING: 94
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Grenache, Shiraz, Mataro

Lots of blue fruits, graphite and black
pepper here. Hints of crushed stone. Fresh
and vivid. Fine tannins run through the
center palate and set it up nicely. Medium
body. Creamy finish. 65% grenache, 20%
shiraz, and 15% mataro. Partial whole
bunch. Drink or hold.

29

BAROSSA VALLEY

Cuvée Juveniles
Blanc
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2022 CUVEE JUVENILES

BLANC
RATING: 93
FROM:  Barossa Valley, South Australia

VARIETY: Roussanne, Marsanne, Clairette,
Grenache Blanc, Viognier

A new white from Torbreck. Fantastic
honeysuckle and sliced white pineapple
with green apple and pear with floral
undertones. Flinty too. It's medium to
full body. Crisp and vivid. Complex and
refreshing. A blend of 47% roussanne,
25% marsanne, 19% clairette, 7%
grenache blanc, and 2% viognier. Drink

now. Screw cap.

2022 WOODCUTTER’S
SEMILLON

RATING: 94
FROM: Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Semillon

A bright and fresh semillon with sliced
green apples, pears and mineral aromas
and flavors. Some aniseed. It's medium-
bodied with crisp acidity. Real Aussie
semillon. So fresh and beautiful. Tangy
and driven. Subtle. These are grapes from
vineyards planted in sand in 1890. Drink
or hold. Screw cap.
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2021 CUVEE JUVENILES

RATING: 94

FROM:  Barossa Valley, South Australia
VARIETY: Grenache, Mataro, Carignan,
Counoise, Syrah

Aromas of graphite, slate, and dark
berry with some nutmeg. Medium-
bodied with attractive fruit and fine,
delicate tannins that give form to the
wine and deliver fresh and medium fruit
on the finish. So drinkable and delicious.
Very savory. The crushed black pepper
really comes through. 47% grenache,
32% mataro, 10% carignan, 9%
counoise, and 2% syrah.
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