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WINEMAKER’S DIARY Encouraged by our success in blending Shiraz and Viognier in The Descendant, we 
decided to go one step further co-fermenting white wine skins from Roussanne 
grapes with whole bunch Shiraz red grapes. 

It is part of our quest to understand every nuance of our many favourite Rhone 
wines, and as Roussanne is one of the region’s famous white varieties and grows well 
in the Barossa, we were confident of success. 

We selected a Shiraz vineyard in Ebenezer that gave us the perfect structure and 
purity of fruit to balance the aromatics of the Roussanne. 

Once the juice was gently whole bunch pressed from the Roussanne grapes, the 
skins were added to the Shiraz and co-fermented.

The resulting wine is as unique as it is intense; beautifully lifted and balanced and 
surprisingly distinctive. 

Torbreck is the name of a forest near Inverness, Scotland. You’ll find more than a passing 
nod to the Celts in our wine naming conventions including this reference to “loons” – 
young men who are noted for their wild, foolish ways.

VINTAGE CONDITIONS
Despite a dry winter, rains in January and March, 2016 freshened the older vines and 
provided long, slow ripening periods in between, which led to a stand-out vintage 
with high quality fruit.

TASTING NOTE
The bouquet is pure and fresh offering hints of tropical fruits, bright red fruits, 
graphite and mineral. The palate is silky and elegant with a fine tannin structure 
revealing blackberries and plums, hints of dark chocolate and a distinctive purity of 
fruit. Immediately rewarding but will gain complexity with up to 10 years cellaring.

VARIETIES
92% Shiraz   
8% Roussanne

DISTRICT
Ebenezer

HARVEST
2 March, 2016

pH
3.83

ACIDITY
6.12g/L

ALCOHOL
14% 

VINIFICATION
The wine was aged in a 
combination of seasoned 
French oak Hogsheads and 
one 4500 litre foudre to 
preserve and maintain the 
fresh aromatics and fruit 
vibrancy. Following 14 months 
maturation, the wine was 
assembled and bottled in  
May 2017 without the use of 
fining or filtration.

2016 THE LOON


