
RUNRIG SHIRAZ, VIOGNIER 
2018 RELEASE

Very deep red/purple colour, with a more reserved 
bouquet of black fruits, dark chocolate and licorice, the 
latter coming through more strongly on the palate. It’s 
full-bodied and richly-flavoured, with ample tannins that 
run the full length of the palate leaving a cleansing but 
balanced after-grip. Superb intensity, line and length; not 
a blockbuster but full-bodied and beautifully modulated. 
Lots of chocolate-mocha and blackberry on the finish. 
A cracker of a wine and a very stylish RunRig.

HUON HOOKE THE REAL REVIEW, FEB 2021

98

A really complex wine already, this has aromas of 
blackberry, tar and dried spice, as well as blueberry and 
gentle, herbal edges. The essence-like blackberries and dark 
plums are delivered in a rich, full-flavored style. Great 
old-vine shiraz from a stunning vintage. Try from 2026.

NICK STOCK WWW.JAMESSUCKLING.COM, 7 JUNE 2021

98

Torbreck’s 2018 RunRig needs a bit of air right now, as the 
nose and palate truly open up and expand after a while in 
the glass. Unlike some vintages, it’s rather tight and cedary 
upon first pour, then relaxes to reveal hints of stone fruit, 
blueberries, cherries, pastry crust and baking spices. In the 
mouth, it’s full-bodied and concentrated, richly textured 
and marked by ripe tannins, which leave behind a velvety, 
mouth-coating finish tinged with licorice and dark berries. 
While approachable now—and even damn enjoyable—it 
deserves another several years in the cellar. Drink the 2018 
Descendant while waiting.

JOE CZERWINSKI THE WINE ADVOCATE, 1 JULY 2021

99

A CRACKER OF A 
WINE AND A VERY 
STYLISH RUNRIG.

HUON HOOKE


