
THE LAIRD SHIRAZ 
2016 RELEASE

Very deep, dark red colour with some purple tinges, almost unctuous 
in the glass. The bouquet is distinctively different to the other Torbreck 
reds: Dark chocolate, brown spices, dried flowers, freshly-turned 
earth and a hint of nutmeg. A wide range of spices. Mocha, dark-
chocolate-coated black cherries, the palate full-bodied and quietly 
massive, invading the entire mouth and leaving multi-layered flavours 
that last and last. A lot of oak has been soaked up by this wine, but, 
while it certainly influences the style, it’s in balance. An impressive wine 
indeed. (3 years in Dominique Laurent Magic casks.

HUON HOOKE THE REAL REVIEW, FEB 21

A distinctive and very concentrated, single-parcel shiraz that offers a 
rich plum and raisin nose with plenty of tarry notes and a swathe of 
baking spices. The palate is packed with rich, dark-plum and black-
fruit flavors and the long, strong hold on the finish lasts for minutes. 
So intense, this is their finest Laird to date. Best from 2028.

NICK STOCK - WWW.JAMESSUCKLING.COM, 7 JUNE 2021
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From the 2ha dry-grown Gnadenfrei vineyard in Marananga. Vines are 
low yielding and tended by hand. Matured 36 months in new French 
oak barriques. Barossa shiraz on another scale, every detail exploded 
into larger-than-life proportions. Impenetrable black. Deeper presence 
of black plum, licorice and prune, more exotic old-vine spice, more 
smoky dark chocolate, more mineral tannin, more spirity alcohol, more 
coal dust, engine oil and unbridled horsepower. To achieve all this with 
profound persistence and consummate integrity is where The Laird 
leaves all other overpowered pretenders in its dust. The most 
spectacular monument to the sheer might of Barossa shiraz.

TYSON STELZER WINE COMPANION MAGAZINE, MAY 2021
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Torbreck’s 2016 The Laird is just being released after its extended time 
in barrel. I’m still unconvinced by the élevage, as the wood seems to 
have the upper hand, marking the nose with scents of smoke, cedar, 
menthol and baking spices. Yes, there’s ample underlying fruit—
mulberries and Italian plums—but it all takes on a slightly dessert-like 
cast that’s only partially balanced by lingering hints of black olives, 
licorice and caramelized meat on the extended finish. Give this another 
few years in bottle so the oak-imparted notes further meld with the 
fruit and form a more complete, harmonious whole.

JOE CZERWINSKI THE WINE ADVOCATE, 1 JULY 2021

98


