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Yard Challenges, Tips and Creative ideas 

One problem we have as pet owners, is the fencing we may have acquired with the house we're 
living in. HOA or city restrictions on type & height, the age or condition of the fence and the 
landscaping near the fence can all pose a challenge. It's not unusual to need to find a creative 
solution to a problem.

I’m often presented with a wide range of different challenges that a pet owner is facing when it 
comes to keeping their pets in their yard. They are interested in getting Coyote Rollers for their 
yard, but there is a unique challenge of some sort. 

I thought it could be useful to share some of the challenges people have asked me about and 
potential solutions. 

HOA’s 

This one is fairly common as many live in a development that is controlled by an HOA. Often the 
problem is that the fence is too short and they are not able to increase the height. Some have 
argued this problem with their HOA and won, and others haven’t been as lucky. When you are 
faced with a shorter fence, that you have to live with, the best advice I can provide is to get 
approval to construct an 6ft high enclosure that is closer to the home and install the Coyote 
Rollers on that. At least your pet can go outside for potty breaks, in safety, while you’re away 
from the home or not able to supervise. There are creative “dog run” options out there that can 
be designed in a very appealing way.
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An HOA concern I’ve heard about, is that they don’t know what Rollers look like. Most have 
never seen any in person and envision something unappealing. One of the reasons I created 
the Sample Kit, is for this reason. This allows the HOA to be presented with an actual Roller, in 
a color they would prefer (color of the fence for instance). I always hear back that the results 
were very positive, that they didn’t realize the quality of the Rollers are excellent and will actually 
add value to your property. Sometimes, the only request of an HOA is to have the Roller match 
the fence color/stain. We off 3 stock colors (black, white and beige) but you can also get a 
special order color that closer matches your fence.

OLDER FENCES

When you’re faced with an older fence that is out of repair, it’s important to take into account if 
the fence is able to provide a good support for the Rollers. Attaching Brackets requires drilling 
into the fence. You don’t want the structure material to fracture, split or break apart when you do 
this. You may need to do some repairs, or start over with a new one if able. In the case of a 
wood fence with really rough, or knotty boards like you see in the photo below, you’d need to 
carefully plan out where your Brackets will go, so that you don’t end up on top of the existing 
problem area.

Additionally, take a look at where the Rollers will be installed and ensure there won’t be any 
chance for the Roller to rub on any part of the fence. You may need to look at Brackets other 
than what is indicated. The wood fence below is one example, where the brackets need to be 
on the side the photo was taken (and not the neighbors side). A chain link fence may be another 
fence style with links that extend beyond the top. (see photo further down in document)
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https://coloradocoyoterollers.com/collections/do-it-yourself-kits/products/sample-coyote-roller-kit
https://coloradocoyoterollers.com/pages/powder-coating
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LANDSCAPING 

When you are evaluating your fence and yard, you may notice you have some lovely 
landscaping that butts up against your fence. While its possible you have a 6ft fence all around, 
if you are trying to keep dogs and cats in your yard, this may the perfect place for them to be 
closer to the top of the fence, and possibly just hop on over with or without Rollers on it.

This is where you really need to know the capabilities and motivation of your pets as it can 
come into play. In the majority of cases, there is already a problem with the animal getting out 
and it just may be this spot that allows it to happen. In some cases, the animal (usually cats) 
hasn’t been allowed outside before and hasn’t had previous success. 

Before you install your Rollers, you will very likely need to raise the fence along this area 
or  .  .  . remove/modify the landscaping. I know that is not ideal, especially if its really nice, but 
raising the fence or getting creative and blocking their ability to get to this part of the 
landscaping is the best way to go.

Objects within the yard: A tall or athletic dog/cat and something like a Chimera can pose a 
tough challenge. You want to maintain an attractive, accessible yard but the pets are at risk.  It 
is really not possible to install a straight Roller on some extremely curved surfaces. 

My suggestion would be to try to come up with a solution to keep the dog away from that area, 
perhaps a fence, within a fence, or a dog run with the Rollers installed.
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Ground elevation and hills: When you have a steep grade on your property or even just a 
subtle drop in elevation, you can still install Rollers!  Installation requires you to leave a gap 
between the Roller and Bracket to ensure free spin, but sometimes you have a Roller that will 
rest on a Bracket, due to gravity. In these cases you may want to place some Graphite Lubricant 
(found at your local hardware store). This will ensure that they free spin when pressure is 
applied to them. Check the spin a few times a year as you’re walking the fence line to see if any 
any additional application is needed. 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CHAIN LINK FENCES:

These are tricky fences to have when you have safety concerns. First, the taller it is, the better, 
and oddly enough, the looser it is pulled, the better. A wiggly fence is scary to climb, one pulled 
really tight makes it much easier for a dog or cat to climb. Take a careful look at your goal then 
evaluate the risk. Obviously, chain link fences are see-thru, and animals can be tempted 
regardless of the side they are on. Pets getting over, goes back to your pets motivation, physical 
ability and perhaps even size, coyotes can scale it no matter the height.  

Here are a few added measures you may want to consider for your fence that have Rollers 
installed:

• Reduce visibility, try those chain link fence slats to block see thru views (this probably won’t 
affect climbing ability).

• Attach some plastic plexiglass sheets near the top of the fence (as wide/tall as needed) to 
reduce places to put paws.

• Remove or bend away, those links 
that sometimes protrude above the 
top rail - not only could they rub on 
the Rollers preventing free spinning, 
but your pets collar can get caught on 
them.
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https://coloradocoyoterollers.com/pages/helpcenter-documents
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CATS

When it comes to kitties we need to be more clever than they are. They are so athletic that I 
have found that many people prefer - and have good results, when a Roller is installed at a right 
angle to the fence.  

As mentioned previously, ensuring that you’ve carefully evaluated, identified and corrected any 
other means cats could use to escape. Things like: outbuildings, trees, objects in the yard, 
potential for digging under the fence, gaps to squeeze through etc. You could install tree guards 
around tree trunks with over hanging branches, or plexiglass to add a slippery surface.
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As I’m presented with additional challenges, I’ll post my tips and suggestions on the 
BLOG. If you have a specific challenge not addressed, please contact me!
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https://coloradocoyoterollers.com/blogs/coyote-roller-news
https://coloradocoyoterollers.com/pages/contact-us

