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RESPONSIBILITIES 

It is your responsibility to carefully read and understand all instructions and safety warnings/labels, expiration dates, 

and how to use any XOP merchandise before each use. This instruction manual and product labels provide important 

use and safety information. DO NOT Remove or Obscure any safety warning labels on any XOP merchandise. When 

hunting from a tree stand falls can occur at any time after leaving the ground, causing injury or death. 

Please retain this manual and all product labels for future reference. 

This manual should be kept in a safe place and 

reviewed yearly. It is the responsibility of the tree stand owner to furnish the 

complete instructions to any person that borrows or purchases the stand. 
 

- You must wear a fall arrest system at all times after leaving the ground. 

 - Be sure to read and understand all warnings and instructions and use all safety devices provided.  

- Never exceed the maximum weight load of 350 pounds, except where noted.  

- Practice installing, adjusting and using products at ground level prior to using in an elevated position.  

-  Never use XOP merchandise while taking drugs (even prescription) or alcohol.  

-  Never use on a dead, leaning, diseased or loose barked tree or on a utility pole.  

-  Never use during inclement weather such as rain, lightning, windstorms or icy conditions.  

- Never rely on a tree branch for support.  

-  Never jump or bounce on the foot platform or seat platform; or stand on the seat platform.  

- Never use a tree stand when feeling ill, nauseous or dizzy, or if you have a prior medical condition that could cause a problem i.e., heart condition, bad joints, spinal fusions, 

etc., or if you are not well rested. 

 - Always pull up equipment after you are fully secured in tree stand.  

- DO NOT modify product in any way. This includes repairing, replacing parts, or altering, adding or attaching 

- DO NOT use product if the user is feeling ill 

. - The use of a lineman’s/climbing belt is required when installing a hang- on tree stand to stabilize the user with the tree 

- Climbing aids (stick ladders, sectional ladders, steps, etc.) must extend above the platform to allow the user to step down onto the platform.   Never step up to your stand 

from a climbing aid. 

When using a climbing/ lineman’s belt to ascend the tree, the full body harness should be attached to the tree before stepping down onto the tree stand. 

- The use of a lineman’s/climbing belt shall be presented as a means for stabilizing the user during ascent, descent and the installation of a hang-on tree stand. 
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ALWAYS hunt with a plan and if possible, a buddy. Before you leave home, let others know your exact hunting 

location, when you plan to return and who is with you. 

ALWAYS wear a fall arrest system (FAS) comprising a full body harness at all times after leaving the ground.  You 

must stay connected at all times after leaving the ground while using climbing and hang - on treestands.  Single 

safety belts and chest harnesses are no longer allowed and should never be used.   If you are not wearing a full body 

harness properly attached to the tree that is protecting you from a fall, do not leave the ground. 

ALWAYS carry emergency signal devices such as a cell phone, walkie-talkie, whistle, signal flare, personal locating 

device and flashlight on your person at all times and within reach even while you are suspended in your Fall Arrest 

System. Watch for changing weather conditions. In the event of an accident, remain calm and seek immediate help. 

ALWAYS select the proper tree for use with your tree stand. Select a live, straight tree that fits within the size 

limitations recommended in your tree stand’s instructions. Do not climb or place a tree stand against a leaning tree. 

Never leave a tree stand installed for more than two weeks since damage could result from changing weather 

conditions and/or from other factors not obvious with a visual inspection. 

ALWAYS use a haul line to pull up your gear and unloaded firearm or bow to your tree stand once you have reached 

your desired hunting height. Never climb with anything in your hands or on your back. Prior to descending, lower 

your equipment on the opposite side of the tree. 

ALWAYS know your physical limitations. Do not take chances. Do not climb when using drugs, alcohol or if you are 

sick or tired. If you start thinking about how high you are, do not go any further. 

NEVER use homemade or permanently elevated stands or made modifications to a purchased tree stand without 

the manufacturer’s written permission. Only purchase and use tree stand and Fall Arrest Systems meeting or 

exceeding industry standards recognized by ASTM. For a detailed list of certified products, contact the TMA 

Standards office or refer to the TMA website at http://www.tmastands.com 

NEVER hurry! When climbing with a tree stand, make slow, even movements of no more than twelve inches at a 

time. Make sure you have proper contact with the tree and/or tree stand every time you move. On ladder-type tree 

stands, maintain three points of contact with each step. 

ALWAYS have hang on climbing aids placed on the tree at a height above the platform where the user can maintain 

a handle hold on the unit and step downwards onto the tree stand. Never step up from a climbing device to get into 

your stand. 

ALWAYS make sure sectional ladders and steps are spaced on the tree to ensure each step is no more than 18” 

apart. 

ALWAYS inspect equipment for defects from damage, rot, corrosion, cracks, freezing, excessive heat, etc. before 

every use. Do not use if damage is detected or suspected.  

ALWAYS use a fall protection device, specifically a full body safety harness, and a hand climber or climbing aid while 

climbing or descending. 
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- Be sure to check all nuts, bolts, pins, cables and straps before each use. Nuts are to be 

secure and tight. Cables and Straps should not show any signs of wear. 

- Replace all worn or damaged parts with components from Xtreme Outdoor Products. 

- Never leave climbing sticks in a tree for more than two weeks since weather or animals 

could cause damage. Tree growth can also stress and damage straps and buckles. Do 

not store outside when not in use. 

- Use only in solid, live trees, with a minimum diameter of 4” and a maximum diameter 

of 22”. 

 

- Before using, with a permanent marker, write the date of first use on each belt. 

- Carefully inspect each belt before each use. 

 

- Replace belts every year or when you see signs of the following: 

- Webbing is cut, torn, worn or fraying 

- Buckle is bent, cam release is binding or ratchet does not lock. 

- Stitching is loose, cut or unraveling. 
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Hanging up the Sticks 

 

 

 

Step 1 – Attach the looped end of the cam 

strap (without the buckle) to the fast strap 

button of your climbing stick. 

 

 

 

Step 2 – Wrap the free end of the cam 

strap (with buckle) around the tree and 

attach to the Fast strap button just like in 

step 1. *Be sure the looped end is all the 

way over the button and not hanging over 

the edge in any way* 
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Hanging up the Sticks (Cont.) 

 

Step 3 – Once the belt is attached, pull 

the tail end of the strap to tighten 

removing any remaining slack out of the 

belt. *note- to ensure the most stable 

attachment, be sure the Cam strap is 

parallel to the ground (or perpendicular 

to the stick tube) you do not want the 

belt angled up or down. 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4 – With both hands, grab the 

stick tube and apply some pressure 

downwards. You should see the V-

Brackets move down the tree 

slightly. 
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Hanging up the Sticks (Cont.) 

 

 

 

STEP 5 - With one foot fully step into the 

bottom step to complete the setting 

process. At this time the stick will move 

down to its final position and is safe to 

ascend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP 6 - Repeat steps for each additional stick while ascending. 

 

 

 

 


