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LVMH Unveils Plans for 
Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills 
Courier Worldwide Exclusive 
The Beverly Hills Courier has obtained 
exclusive fi rst details about the develop-
ment plan submitted by LVMH for Cheval 
Blanc Beverly Hills. The ultra-luxury 
hospitality, retail and dining project is 
expected to open on Rodeo Drive in 2025. 
Plans call for an innovative, yet classic 
115-guestroom bespoke hotel, as well as 
ground-fl oor LVMH retail establishments 
and exclusive dining venues. Additional 
features include rooftop pools, a private 
club and expansive penthouse space. 

LVMH Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton is 
the world leader in luxury, comprised of 
75 Maisons in fi ve key sectors of the lux-
ury market. Its portfolio of one-of-a-kind 
Cheval Blanc properties is acclaimed for 
combining the French art of hospitality 
with uncompromising privacy, exclusivi-
ty and an intimate sense of place. Cheval 
Blanc Courchevel in the French Alps, 
Cheval Blanc Randheli in the Maldives, 
Cheval Blanc St-Barth Isle de France in 
the French West Indies and Cheval Blanc 

St-Tropez have transformed the concept 
of high-end hotels for the world’s most 
discerning guests. A Paris property is set 
to open this spring and additional pro-
jects are in the pipeline in London and 
Seychelles. 

LVMH has now chosen Beverly Hills 
as the site of its fi rst Cheval Blanc in the 
United States.
(Cheval Blanc continues on page 2)

In the wake of the continued worldwide 
spread of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-
19), on March 11 the Beverly Hills Health 
and Safety Commission held a special 
meeting to address the local response. 

“It’s an issue that is extremely impor-
tant to our entire community,” Mayor 
John Mirisch said to the almost three 
dozen people at the meeting. “We intend 
to remain a healthy City.”

Now at almost 135,000 COVID-19 cases 
worldwide and over 5,000 dead from the 
virus, including Los Angeles County’s 
fi rst fatality this week, the World Health 

Organization fi nally declared the outbreak 
a pandemic. 

Last week the state and county both 
declared a State of Emergency, and while 
there are just over two dozen confi rmed 
cases now in L.A. County — a number 
that is expected to dramatically increase 
— events are being canceled or post-
poned throughout the region and institu-
tions are closing their doors. The sports 
world has gone dark and all major per-
forming arts institutions have cancelled 
upcoming performances. 

On March 12, just hours after L.A. 

Mayor Eric Garcetti unveiled a bevy of 
safety measures designed to curb the 
spread of COVID-19, including limiting 
public gatherings at city facilities in excess 
of 50 people, the happiest place on earth, 
Disneyland, closed. (More details on page 
18-19.)

Most local private schools and univer-
sities have closed their classrooms to tran-
sition to online instruction and Beverly 
Hills Unifi ed School District (BHUSD) may 
follow suit after the district’s upcoming 
Spring Break holiday. 
(COVID-19 continues on page 8) 

Beverly Hills Prepares for COVID-19 Outbreak

VOL. LVI  NO. 11 THE NEWSPAPER OF RECORD FOR BEVERLY HILLSMARCH 13, 2020 BHCOURIER.COM

IN THIS ISSUE

The Scene   6

Happy Hours for St. Patrick’s Day and 
Beyond   12

City of Beverly Hills Receives Los 
Angeles Conservancy Award 5

News  4

The Scene   6

Arts & Entertainment 10

Food & Wine 12

Community 14

Birthdays  2 2

Fun & Games  23

Classifi eds  28

THE WEATHER, BEVERLY HILLS

Friday

Wednesday

Saturday

Sunday

Tuesday

Monday

Thursday

 60° | 54°

 63° | 51°

 56° | 47°

 60° | 53°

 56° | 46°

 60° | 51°

 57° | 50°



MARCH 13, 2020PAGE 14

Community

Over a dozen Beverly Hills High School stu-
dents and members of the community let their 
voices be heard during public comment at the 
Board of Education meeting on March 10. The 
majority of speakers focused their comments 
on the Board’s reduction of staff  and teaching 
services including music, science, and languages 
classes. Another update from the regular board 
meeting was a resolution to a staff  parking 
issue at Beverly Vista Middle School (BVMS).
BHUSD Service Reductions 

The Board’s approval of the resolution to 
reduce or discontinue certain teaching services 
related to music, science, and language arts 
garnered the most attention during the March 
10 meeting, particularly those resulting in staff  
cuts. Over a dozen BHHS students and staff  
spoke in support of retaining BHHS Biology, 
Robotics, and Environmental Science teacher 
John Castle who has worked at the district for 
three years. Many students credited Castle for 
the Robotics team’s win at the Los Angeles 
Regional competition held over the weekend. 

In response to public comment, the Board 
emphasized that it could comment only on posi-
tions and not individuals. Beverly Hills Unifi ed 
School District (BHUSD) Superintendent Dr. 
Michael Bregy commented that the Robotics 
program will not be cut, but that the district 
is overstaff ed and has been for a long time. He 

stated that the district must comply with union 
contracts which point to certain credentials 
and seniority as criteria for staff  reductions. 
The Board stated that although there will 
be reductions in the music programs at the 
elementary schools, there will still be “vocal 
performances” and the district will “reallo-
cate” who will deliver some music programs.
BVMS Staff  Parking 

The Board delivered good news for BVMS 
staff who had been dealing with parking 
restrictions which often resulted in parking 
citations for street parking near the campus. 
The Board approved a Property Use Agreement 
between BHUSD and First Church of Christ, 
Scientist in Beverly Hills. The District will use 
the Church’s underground parking structure 
at 141 S. Rexford Dr. for BVMS parking. “We 
are excited that this opportunity was made 
available to us,” said Bregy. During the meet-
ing, the Board thanked Bregy and his staff  
for fi nding a solution to the parking problem. 
The Board unanimously approved the agree-
ment, under which BHUSD will pay $1,000 
per month for use from March 15 to June 10 on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 
from approximately 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

GRoW @ The Wallis features a diverse 
off ering of educational workshops for all 
ages and backgrounds. The Staged Stories 
program provides adults 55 years and 
older the opportunity to connect with oth-
ers who share a passion to learn the cre-
ative art form of storytelling. The 10-week 
course engages participants by giving 
them a platform to share their personal 
stories, culminating in two performances 
for a live audience at the Wallis Lovelace 
Studio Theater at a future date.

Ira Goldberg, an 85-year-old Beverly Hills 
resident who is currently participating in the 
workshop, is sharing about working in his 
father’s auto paint business in the Bronx. “I 
am writing my family history and knew there 
were others in this class interested in writing 
about their family stories. I was thinking that 
I could learn from their presentations,” he 
told the Courier. “Their encouragement with 
my stories has made me eager to publicly 
present them in a formal setting to see how 
they are received by a wider audience.” 

Lucie Papia, another participant in 
this year’s Shared Stories program, is so 
dedicated to this workshop that she travels 
approximately two hours to attend. She told 
the Courier, “After retiring from 24 years of 

teaching, I found a piece of writing that I had 
done 11 years prior.” Papia’s story refl ects 
on the last days of her mother’s life. She 
added, “How could I not drive these two 
hours to be a part of one of the most valu-
able, memorable experiences of my life?”

Debra Pasquerette, Staged Stories’ 
instructor and manager of Community 
Engagement since 2014, told the Courier 
that this year’s participants range from 55 
to 85 years old. The classes meet once per 
week for two hours, and the curriculum 
includes in-class writing assignments, 
homework, and creative activities outside 
the classroom. According to Pasquerette, 
“They are learning an art form, how to put 
together a story, how to be a storyteller ...it’s 
really a combination of creativity, writing, 
and storytelling.” 

Pasquerette spoke of the importance 
of community, particularly among older 
adults. “One of the reasons that the class is 
so important is that so many older adults 
feel a sense of isolation ... People are coming 
looking for connection; they really support 
each other. It’s really important that they 
know that they become part of our family.” 
For more information, visit: https://thewal-
lis.org.

Board of Education Discusses 
Teaching Service Reduction and 
Staff  Parking Resolution

GRoW@The Wallis Staged Stories 
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Billy Corgan, Chloe Mendel, Alison Eastwood, Stacy Poitras 

Bvlgari Store in Beverly Hills.  Photos by Benjamin Shmikler

Gary Baseman

Bvlgari hosted a Salon Series Cocktail with 
Chloe Mendel, daughter of designer Gilles 
Mendel and Creative Director of Maison Atia, 
the fi rst luxury faux fur brand founded by 
Chloe and Gustave Maisonrouge, and Alison 
Eastwood, founder of Eastwood Ranch, a 
California-based animal welfare and rescue 
organization. The evening's conversation with 
Chloe and Alison focused on the topics of 
sustainability and animal rights, followed by 
a Q&A from the audience. Guests included 
Billy Corgan, lead singer of the Smashing 
Pumpkins, Linda Ramone, actress Kelly 
Rutherford and more.

Maison Atia showcased their new 
Autumn/Winter 2020 collection of faux fur 
designs for the fi rst time on the West Coast, 
including their brand new MA by Maison 
Atia label, a colorful capsule line incorporat-
ing sustainable koba fabric. Guests had the 
opportunity to shop a curated selection of 
these new faux fur designs as well as Bvlgari 
creations. A portion of the night’s sales were 
donated to the Eastwood Ranch Foundation.

 

Bvlgari Hosts Eastwood Ranch 
Foundation and Maison Atia
BY CAROLE DIXON 
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