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THE YELLOW FOLDER

There was a time when | thought the neighborhood gang was the only real
thing in my life. | felt like 1 belonged, like I was part of something important. The
gang was my family. Each member was my friend.

The truth is, gang members are not friends, and they are not around forever.
Some leave in body bags and others go to jail. A lucky few .
move on to a better way of life. ' 8

Time has passed and I have nothing but this cement
box with bars where windows should be. | spend my days
collecting letters from people I once knew, friends | once
had, and my real family—the family that would have done
anything for me,

| save the letters
in a yellow folder. |
chose yellow for hope, because they say hope
Is the last thing you lose.

| hope someday | will be able to help
somebody by sharing the letters. They have kept
me alive. They have made me laugh and cry. |
have learned about myself through the letters,
and | have learned about other people.

The letters | have collected in my yellow
folder are from people who used to be part of my
life. People who want to share with me because
they want to stay connected and help me. They
want me to know there’saworld out there where
it’s possible for good things to happen. They
don’t want me to lose hope.

_-_—
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What does the narrator of this story mean when he says the letters have kept him
alive?

What did you learn from this story?
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CHILDHOOD PROMISES

The last time | saw my cousin Eric, he was on his way to prison. He and his
girlfriend had been arrested for beating up a kid. They had stolen his cell phone
so they could become part of the neighborhood gang. | have not been to see Eric
in prison. I’m too busy taking care of his

child.

Eric and his girlfriend have a little
boy. He is only four years old and he
misses his parents. But they are not good

parents. They proved this when they
chose to join a gang.

| feel sorry for the little boy.

He keeps telling me he wants to
go back to his house, but it’s impossible
for anybody to live there. The house is
filthy, the refrigerator is full of rotten
food, and the toilet is broken. That’s
no place for a child. I guess teenage
parents don’t know much about raising
children. Neither do I, but | know what
it feels like to have a rough childhood.

| used to go to bed hungry and
cry myself to sleep. | never had clean
clothes. | never had toys to play with. |
don’t have any memories of good times
with my parents. | know Eric doesn’t

elther. poto by pherkad via sxc.hu
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We had miserable childhoods. We were always lonely. Other kids had toys
and went to movies, while we had nothing and stayed home. We had a television,
but we didn’t have cable. A lot of the time, we didn’t have electricity.

One day, Eric and | made a promise that we would never treat our children
the way our parents treated us. We promised that we would buy food and toys
for our kids. We would enjoy the time we spent time with them, go to their sport
games, and throw big birthday parties for them. We would show our children love
and be there for them no matter what.

We promised to take our children to baseball games, not inmate visitation
day.
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What promises have you made to yourself and to other people? Have you kept
those promises?

What did you learn from this story?
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