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Good Morning Church!  If you are a visitor with us, welcome – I’m glad you are here. 
 
You can turn in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12, but you know that already.  Last week we 
started a three week series entitled “The Good Life”.  As we entered into 2017 I saw on TV all 
the gym membership ads, all the fitness equipment, and all the marketing that we go into for 
New Year’s resolution time. 
 
I talked about that last week.  And as I entered into 2017 there was a specific prayer that I was 
praying for our church.  I will speak to that next weekend, but it made me ask the question, what 
makes a spiritual body healthy?  What is the good life for the body of Christ?  Are there some 
practical things we can resolve ourselves to that will improve the overall health of the spiritual 
body? 
 
And we have been using 1 Corinthians 12 and 13 as our text to look into because I believe Paul 
writes in those two chapters some basic things that the body of Christ can give itself to that 
promotes health within the body. 
 
Last week we looked at spiritual gifts.  And Paul calls attention to the fact that there are different 
gifts, different ministries, different manifestations of who God is.  So there are all these different 
gifts, different ministries, different manifestations but the same Spirit, but the same Christ, but 
the same God at work in them all. 
 
And we spent some time unpacking that last week.   
 
And then we talked about how a healthy church exercises.  Every member in the body of Christ 
has been given a grace gift.  The Holy Spirit has deposited a gift within you and we talked about 
the importance of exercising our spiritual gifts. 
 
And then Paul turns his attention from the ministries within the church to the members itself and 
spends the rest of the chapter talking about that. 
 
Before we dive into the text I just want to use an analogy that hopefully gets us thinking in a 
certain direction. 
 
Let’s just say that you did enter into 2017 and made a New Year’s resolution or someone in your 
office or your school or in your neighborhood made a New Year’s resolution.  We’ve all 
encountered this in our lives, when someone decides to turn over a new leaf, to start eating a bit 
healthier and start working out. 
 
And you might go to the lunch room at school or at your workplace and this person is 
discovering the benefits of eating healthy.  Maybe they’ve taken on the Paleo diet.  And they are 
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there eating their Paleo meal and you are eating your normal food.  You are eating your BLT 
sandwich or something with mayonnaise on it.  And while you are enjoying your BLT sandwich, 
they are sharing with you how Paleo is the way to go.   
 
And as they share all the benefits of eating healthier, you are feeling a little bit less healthy.  And 
they are talking about how you ought to be a little more like them.  Has anyone ever experienced 
that? 
 
Meanwhile they have only been eating that way for two weeks, but they are trying to convert you 
over to the Paleo way. 
 
It can be a lot like that when we start to exercise our spiritual gifts, when we start to serve and 
put the gifts within us into exercise, we start to understand who God is in different ways and we 
start to think that we have it going on.   
 
We start to compare ourselves with other members in the body and it can be trouble for those 
who are exercising their gifts to get into this pattern where we start to judge others according to 
their gifts and how it is different from ours. 
 
Let me give you some examples.  If we have the spiritual gift of administration, if we can look at 
chaos and somehow create systems that make everything more organized, we might become a 
little frustrated or judgemental of those who don’t have that spiritual gift. 
 
Can I get an Amen? 
 
If we have the spiritual gift of evangelism, we’re burdened for the lost and we are out there 
witnessing; we may look at other members within the body and wonder they have such apathy.  
And we might become judgemental of other members in the body because they don’t function as 
we do. 
 
If we have the gift of helps and we see the needs within the body and we jump in and we help, 
we might become a little frustrated or judgemental of those who seemingly don’t help or don’t 
see the needs within the body and they don’t function the way we do. 
 
And so Paul is writing to a body that is being divided against itself.  Some are saying, “I follow 
Paul, I follow Peter, I follow Apollos” and they are tearing each other apart.   
 
There are divisions within the church.  There is arguing within the church.  There are schools or 
camps of thought within the church. 
 
And to this body Paul is writing and he turns his attention from the different ministries to the 
members itself.  And he reminds the church that none of us embody who God is on our own. 
 
The church is made up of a community of believers and when that community is exercising the 
gifts that Christ has placed within them it gives a fuller expression of who God is and that we are 
one body. 
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There is no solo Christianity.  If you are not in a church you are missing a huge part of 
understanding who God is.   
 
And Paul begins to explain to them the mystery of Christ’s body, one body made up of many 
parts. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 12:12 we read the following: 
 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is 
with Christ. 
 
“For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
 
“Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 
 
“Now if the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ it 
would not for that reason stop being a part of the body. 
 
“And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ it 
would not for that reason stop being a part of the body. 
 
“If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be?  If the whole body 
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 
 
“But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted 
them to be. 
 
“If they were all one part, where would the body be?   
 
“As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
 
“The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I don’t need you!’  And the head cannot say to the feet, 
‘I don’t need you!’ 
 
“On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and 
the parts that we think are less honorable, we treat with special honor. 
 
“And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our 
presentable parts need no special treatment. 
 
“But God has put the body together giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that 
there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for 
each other. 
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“If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices 
with it. 
 
“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 

 
As we look at this text we are going to be progressing through three thoughts that Paul unpacks 
here.  And they are a body of many parts, where every part matters and every member cares. 
 
We are a body of many parts where every part matters and every member cares. 
 
Let’s start with the body of many parts.  In Verse 12 Paul uses an analogy to explain the diversity 
within the body. And he is actually arguing about the diversity within the body, that the 
collective differences come together in one collected whole. 
 
But in Verse 13 and 14 he makes a statement and I just want to spend 5 or 10 minutes unpacking 
that statement because it is profound theologically. 
 
In Verse 13 he says, 
 

“For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body – whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” 

 
This is remarkable within the early church what Paul is unpacking.   It was actually something 
that they wrestled with within the early church. 
 
In Acts Chapter 18 Paul is on a missionary journey.  He has been going from city to city to city 
throughout the book of Acts sharing the Gospel.  God is moving; people are coming to faith.  
The church is growing. 
 
But each city he went to he faced persecutions.  Oftentimes he would face verbal persecution.  
There would be resistance to his ministry.  Sometimes he was stoned.  One time he was left for 
dead.  He would face floggings or beatings.  And so Paul has had a rough go as a missionary. 
 
And in Acts Chapter 18 he comes to the city of Corinth.  And he has had all these previous 
experiences of persecution and resistance to the Gospel.  And the city of Corinth is a large city; 
there are a quarter of a million people in Corinth – 250,000 people – at the time of Paul. 
 
And in Acts Chapter 18:9:10 we read this: 
 

“One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision:  ‘Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do 
not be silent. 
 
“‘For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city.’” 
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So God looks over Corinth, a quarter of a million people, and He says, “Paul, you are My chosen 
tool to speak to these people.  Preach on.  I have many people in this city.” 
 
Now this is the remarkable thing:  Paul, later, writing to the Corinthian church that’s been 
established, takes a moment in his 1 Corinthians book to unpack what the Corinthians were 
before they came to Christ. 
 
And in 1 Corinthians Chapter 6:9, Paul writing about the church in Corinth, says this: 
 

“Do you not know that the unjust will not inherit God’s kingdom?  Do not be deceived:  
No sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, homosexuals, thieves, 
greedy people, drunkards, revilers or swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” 

 
And look at what Paul says in Verse 11, 
 

“And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 
Now take Acts Chapter 18 and how God looks at Corinth and take 1 Corinthians 6 and compare 
what Paul would have been seeing when he walked through Corinth. 
 
God looks over the city of Corinth and He says to Paul, “Tell them, speak to them, do not be 
afraid to testify to who Jesus is.” 
 
And Paul would have been walking through Corinth and he wouldn’t have the benefit of 
heavenly vision, as God does.  He would only have the benefit of seeing the external person.  
And what he would have seen was people who were worshiping idols. 
 
Corinth was famous for its sexual immorality. He would have seen immoral people.  He would 
have seen drunk people.  He would have seen greedy people.  He would have seen people 
bowing down to idols. 
 
And I wonder if Paul, sitting in Corinth, looking around at how pagan that city was, when God 
said, “I have many people in this city,” did Paul look around and go, “Really – You do?  Because 
all I can see is people who are giving themselves over to every type of sensual indulgence.” 
 
And I wonder if God is saying to him, “Tell them Paul.  Tell them.  Tell them about what I did 
for them.” 
 
And God looks from heaven.  “Yes, Paul I know they are swindling.  Yes, Paul I know they are 
lying and cheating and getting drunk and giving themselves to all kinds of sexual impurity.  But 
tell them what I did for them.  Tell them how I came to reveal who I am in the person of Christ.  
Tell them that I was stripped and beaten and nailed to a cross, and poured out My life so that 
they could have a relationship with the one true God.” 
 



The	  Good	  Life	  –	  Part	  2	  –	  Brett	  McBride	  –	  January	  2017	   Page	  6	  
	  

And the miracle that takes place when we come to Christ and we put our faith in Christ, as Gregg 
mentioned when we celebrated communion, is that we are transferred from the kingdom of 
darkness to the kingdom of light. 
 
When Paul writes to the Corinthian church he describes all these ways that sin dominates our 
lives and then he says, “And that is what some of you were.  But, you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified by Jesus and the one Spirit has come to live and reside in you.” 
 
He reminds them of who they really are.  You are one body, baptized by one Spirit, and you are 
now literally a member of His body, of which He is the head. 
 
This is the mystery of our relationship with Christ.  We become members of His body.  Not 
members of a social club.  Not members who all tick a box of a creed or a list of doctrines – 
members of a body. 
 
His Holy Spirit comes to live and reside in us when we look to Christ and put our faith in what 
He did on the cross.  He sends His Holy Spirit to live within us. 
 
And this was a radical understanding in the early church.  Paul was a Pharisee by birth.  He was a 
Jew who had given his life to purity. 
 
And God sent him to reach, seemingly, some people who were pretty impure in their practices.  
And it was a radical understanding that God’s salvation and God’s grace extended to all mankind 
within the early church. 
 
And in Verse 14, when Paul says,  
 
 “Even so the body is not made up of one part, but of many,” 
 
Paul is emphasizing the diversity within the body.   
 
And we can unwittingly, in our Christianity, get into what I would describe as a Christian ghetto 
mindset. 
 
Let me explain what I mean. 
 
The definition of ghetto is an isolated or segregated group or area.  We can slowly get into a 
ghetto mindset where we think that our church or our denomination or our spiritual gift is the 
best way or the only way that God moves. 
 
Paul emphasizes in this text the beautiful diversity within the body.   Jews united with Greeks, 
every race, every tribe, every language, every people brought together under one head, Christ the 
Lord, beautifully diverse, made into one body. 
 
This would have been radical in Jesus’ day and in Paul’s day –a slave and a slave owner 
worshiping together, a Jew and a Gentile worshiping the same Lord. 
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Paul doesn’t argue for this viewpoint – Paul argues from this viewpoint in the text.  We are a 
body of many parts where every part matters. 
 
And then Paul, in Verse 15, begins to gently display how every part matters. 
 
Look at Verse 15: 
 

“Now if the foot should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ it 
would not for that reason stop being a part of the body.” 

 
Now just imagine with me if you will that you are a foot.  Imagine that we are all feet in this 
room.   
 
And just imagine with me Mr. Foot saying something like this, sitting there in his sock, in his 
shoe; Mr. Foot thinks to himself, “Man, I hate that hand.  That hand gets all the attention.  That 
hand gets a little bit of dirt on it and the body is washing that hand to make sure it is clean.  That 
hand gets beautiful jewelry placed on it.  That hand gets to shake other hands.  That hand gets to 
hold other hands.   
 
What about me? I’m just a foot.  I get stuck in a sock.  I get rammed in a shoe.  By the end of the 
day I smell like dog’s breath.  That’s it; I’m out of here.” 
 
The foot may feel undervalued.  Mr. Foot may feel so under-appreciated.  “Nobody recognizes 
my contribution to the body,” not realizing that his function, although different, is essential to the 
body. 
 
Paul goes on in Verse 16.  He says, 
 

“If the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ it would 
not for that reason stop being a part of the body.’” 

 
Again, imagine Mrs. Ear saying to the other ear, “I can’t stand those eyes.  Those eyes get all the 
make-up put on them.  They get to stare deeply into someone else’s eyes.  I can’t stand the eyes.  
We’re just hanging off this head looking awkward.  Do you know that our ears and our nose will 
never stop growing – they will just keep getting bigger and bigger?  One ear saying to the other 
ear, ‘We’re already pretty big; we’re going to look like Dumbo pretty soon.’” 
 
Imagine Mrs. Ear saying that.  And Paul uses this argument and he is basically saying the 
Corinthian church who is divided, some saying that they are not members of the same body as 
their fellow believers in the city of Corinth.  He is saying it is absurd.   
 
Just as we cannot disown a member of our own bodies because we don’t like it or it is different 
than us and functions differently, we equally cannot say, “I follow Apollos, I follow Peter, I 
follow Paul.” 
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We cannot be a body divided against ourselves.  And Paul goes on to say that if we continue in 
that ghetto mindset where we are segregating ourselves from the rest of the body and ignore 
certain members of the body, there will be an impact on our ability to function. 
 
In Verse 17 Paul says,  
 

“If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be?  If the whole body 
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?” 

 
If we were all an eye, we would be lacking the sense of hearing.  We would be unable to function 
the way we were designed to function fully.  If we were all ears, where would the sense of smell 
be? 
 
If we were all ears, and we had no eyes, where would our sense of vision be? 
 
I used to work in kitchens.  I remember one time I was working, making some salads and I was 
working with very, very hot peppers.  And I cut up a bunch of hot peppers, mixed them in this 
salad that I was making, and then went on to some other jobs.  I had cleaned my workstation 
with some chemicals. 
 
About twenty minutes later, I scratched my eye and I was rubbing my eyes really hard.  And then 
all of a sudden I started to lose my vision.  My eyes started to burn.  And I thought, “Oh no! I’m 
going blind!  It must be some of the chemicals that I had used when I was cleaning my work 
station.” 
 
So I’m at the Hazmat eye thing.  I’m squeezing water into my eyes.  My eyes are burning.  I 
can’t see.  I’m walking around, sharp knives everywhere. I am in a kitchen; I am blind right now. 
 
And what had happened is one of the hot peppers and the oils from the hot peppers were on my 
fingers and I had rubbed it into my eyes.   
 
It is very difficult to function without certain parts of our body.   
 
And the Corinthian church is trying to function as a body divided against itself.  And Paul says if 
you deny certain parts of the body your ability to function will be limited. But he states 
something even more severe than that.   
 
We’re going to spend our remaining moments on this one.   
 
In Verse 18, Paul says this: 
 

“But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted 
them to be.” 

 
Think about that for a moment.  God has placed the parts of the body – which ones of them?  
Every single one of them – just as He wanted them to be. 
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Now imagine Paul writing this to a church that is fighting with one another.  And it begs the 
question, if God has done this, if He is in fact the One who places each part of the body just as 
He determines it, to carry out a particular function, who are we to say that the part that He 
placed, because it is different than us, is not valid? 
 
We are in a dangerous, dangerous place if we give in to that line of thinking. 
 
And sometimes in my generation I see Christians attacking other Christians on Facebook and 
Twitter and having very public disagreements with their brothers and sisters for the whole world 
to see. 
 
And when I see those posts, I think to myself, all my friends who don’t know Jesus yet; what do 
they think when they see brothers and sisters who are called to unity, to express unity and loving 
concern for one another; what do they think when they see these postings? 
 
When I first came on staff at the church here, I spent a lot of time studying our history, studying 
our founder Oswald Smith.  And I was amazed when I looked through the records of our history, 
as I studied his ministry and looked at how he founded the church, why he founded the church, 
and a number of articles, I realized that during the 1930’s, 40’s, 50’s and 60’s when this church 
was just being founded, it was criticized severely for its ministry. 
 
Oswald Smith would use all kinds of methods to reach people who didn’t know Jesus yet.  But it 
was scandalous in his day and age.  If you attended the Peoples Church you were probably 
considered a worldly Christian.  And he was criticized by other churches. 
 
They would meet in a public theatre, a secular theatre, and people thought that was scandalous.  
He would have female evangelists speak on the platform in the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s, drawing 
severe criticism from other churches just down the road. 
 
He would employ all types of arts ministries and other things to reach people with the Gospel.  
He was single-minded in his conviction, in his desire to reach out for the thousands of people 
who have never entered a church door. 
 
He was driven that all might experience and know the Gospel, but they used all kinds of methods 
that other brothers and sisters didn’t appreciate. 
 
One time the church brought in a speaker that created quite the controversy within some secular 
groups and there was security at the doors because there was a massive protest just outside the 
front doors. 
 
And someone had managed to get past the security.  There were police checking bags because it 
was so intense what was going on, and someone got in with a coconut cream pie and cream pied 
Paul Smith in the face. 
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But Oswald had one value that he lived by in the face of this severe criticism of others, and it 
was this:  no attack, no defense. 
 
Never attack someone else’s ministry and never waste your energy trying to defend your own. 
 
It distracts you from what God is calling you to do. 
 
Give care to what God thinks but not what man thinks even when it may be coming from your 
own brothers and sisters. 
 
And to the church in Corinth, Paul writing to a group that is being torn apart and divided, Paul 
says the same thing:  no attack, no defence. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 4:3 he says this: 
 

“I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed I do not even 
judge myself.   

 
“My conscious is clear but that does not make me innocent.  It is the Lord who judges 
me. 
 
“Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes.  He will 
bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart.  At that 
time each will receive their praise from God.” 

 
And so all I am saying is this:  as a church, we need to be very, very careful when we feel like 
we are supposed to attack another part of the body.   
 
When we judge others we may not realize that we are unwittingly judging a part of the body that 
God Himself has arranged to carry out a certain function. 
 
And we can get stuck in this segregated mindset and not realize that we are part of a larger body 
and sometimes we are attacking our own body, denying other parts of our own body.  And as the 
Corinthian church experienced, Paul says to them, “You are worldly, mere infants, utterly 
defeated.” 
 
You cannot be at war with your own body because when you are at war with your own body, and 
that’s the body of Christ, you are trying to stand in judgement of God who placed that body. 
 
And Satan certainly wants to divide us, does he not, as a church?  Maybe you are here this 
morning and within this sanctuary, this gathering, you might have a grievance with another 
member in this body. 
 
There are going to be moments where we hurt each other, even if we love one another. 
 
I have been married for 17 years.  My wife and I hurt each other sometimes.   
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The Bible is filled with texts on forgiving one another because inevitably we are going to hurt 
one another; we are going to let each other down.  But we need to be a body that practices 
forgiveness of one another, not judgement.  And sometimes we move to that too quickly. 
 
And so Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 12 that every part is indispensable, every cell, every 
organ, every member, gives and receives and carries out a specific function within God’s 
economy. 
 
But we are members of one body where every part matters and lastly, every member cares. 
 
Verse 25 he says, 
 

“There should be no division in the body but that its parts should have equal concern for 
each other. 
 
“If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices 
with it.” 

 
And certainly this has local application.  As the Peoples Church body we need to be reminded 
continually that we are one body, we are members of one another.  God has placed gifts within 
each of us to be exercised for His purposes as one body pointing to one Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
But can I suggest to you this morning that this text also has regional applications.  As I 
mentioned earlier in the message, Corinth is a city of a quarter of a million people.  There is no 
indication that the church, as it grew, all met in one location. 
 
So it is safe to assume that they met in different house fellowships.  And when God looks down 
from heaven on Corinth, does He see it as distinct fellowships separate from one another?  Or 
does He look down on Corinth, a city of a quarter of a million people, He has many people in 
that city; as He looks down, does He just see His church? 
 
I suggest to you that He just sees His church.  And when God looks down on Toronto today, 
does He only see the Peoples Church?  Does He look down and go, “Oh there’s the Peoples 
Church – they are so mission minded.  I love their burden for the lost.  That’s My church right 
there.” 
 
Certainly, yes, He sees the Peoples Church, but He doesn’t see only the Peoples Church.  But we 
can get into that mindset, can’t we?   
 
Does God look down on Toronto and He goes, “Oh, there are the Baptists!  They are still 
immersing.  I love that immersion.” 
 
Does He look down and say, “Oh, there are the Anglicans.  They’re so liturgical.  It warms My 
liturgical heart.  Oh, look it’s the Pentecostals.  Man, those guys can throw a party!  Let’s get 
some Holy Spirit up in here, right?” 
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Does He look down and He goes, “Oh, there’s the Harvest Church.  They are harvesting.  They 
are zealous for Me.  Oh, look it’s the Meeting House.  They are a part of the Brethren in Christ, 
the BICI You Know Me – I’m down with the BIC!” 
 
Does God look down and does He go, “Oh, it’s the Meeting House, the Baptists, the 
Pentecostals, the Anglicans?” 
 
No, I suggest to you He looks down from heaven and what He sees is His church, one body - one 
body, all sharing the same Holy Spirit residing within them because they have placed their faith 
in the risen Savior Jesus. 
 
We are a united body.  We are a conjoined body.  We have been knit together by God.  And 
when He looks down, He sees His church. 
 
That is why the Baptists cannot say to the Pentecostals, “Because you are not Baptist, I don’t 
belong to you.” 
 
The Harvest Church cannot say to the Meeting House, “Because you are not Harvest I don’t 
belong to you.” 
 
The Peoples Church cannot say to Bayview Glen, “Because you aren’t Peoples, I don’t belong to 
you.” 
 
We are one body, united by one Spirit, by our faith in Christ. 
 
It isn’t a creed or an article that makes us one; it is the Holy Spirit Himself.  And we are to have 
equal concern for one another.  
 
That is why when we call one another out on Facebook and don’t talk face to face out our 
differences, I believe it grieves our Father. 
 
But this text also has global application, and we are going to end with this. 
 
The Middle Eastern church cannot say to the European church, “Because you are not Middle 
Eastern, we don’t belong to you.” 
 
The South American church cannot say to the Asian church, “Because you are not South 
American we don’t belong to you.” 
 
The Indian church cannot say to the African church, “Because you are not Indian, we don’t 
belong to you.” 
 
The Filipino church cannot say to the Australian church, “Because you are not Filipino, we don’t 
belong to you.” 
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And the American church cannot say to the Mexican church, “Because you are not American, we 
don’t belong to you.” 
 
Our governments may say that but our citizenship has been transferred to the kingdom of light.  
We have one King; His name is Jesus.  And we have a heavenly citizenship, whether Jew or 
Gentile, slave or free, rich or poor, American, Mexican, South American, Middle Eastern, 
Indian, African, Asian, it doesn’t matter; it is all one in Christ Jesus. 
 
We are a global body, all people, all nations, every tribe, every language, one in Christ.  We have 
been baptized by the Holy Spirit into one body.  We are no longer what we were.  We are a new 
creation. 
 
And next week we are going to talk about what Paul describes as the most excellent way for the 
body to function. 
 
But the greatest event that took place in your life when you placed your faith in Christ, you 
became a member of Christ’s body Himself. 
 
And so let us be careful that we don’t fall into the same pit of judging one another.  Yes, we are 
going to let each other down, yes, we are going to disappoint one another.  That’s why the Bible 
is so full of forgiveness and learning to love one another. 
 
But let us always, always, always remember we have been baptized into one family.  And that 
diversity displays the wonder of who God is. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
Father, we thank You for this text.  We thank You for the challenge that it is.  And Lord we 
acknowledge – I acknowledge – many times speaking rashly about Your body.  We ask Your 
forgiveness for the ways that we have grieved You or hurt one another with our words, with our 
posts. 
 
Father we pray that as we go through 2017 that we would be a healthy body, constantly reminded 
that we are conjoined to You and to one another by the Holy Spirit. 
 
We have different gifts, different ministries and different functions but may they function well 
together pointing to Jesus as Lord. 
 
I pray for the church in our generation, oftentimes so much division and fear in our world; may 
we display the wonder of unity so that all men and women, boys and girls, would know the 
beautiful unity that Jesus has with You, Father and with the Holy Spirit.  May that reside within 
Your church. 
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